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Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

announcement on the desecration of the 

national symbol 

               We unequivocally condemn yesterday’s 
desecration of the Greek flag in Kastelorizo. 
Unacceptable actions such as these are aimed at 
undermining the prospects for de-escalation of the 
tensions between the two countries. We expect the 
immediate condemnation and the prompt 
investigation of the incident by the Turkish 
authorities, so that the perpetrators be brought to 
justice. 

Sunday, 27 September 2020 

 

 

 

New structure of the Hellenic Armed Forces 
approved  

The Minister of National Defence Mr. NIKOLAOS 
PANAGIOTOPOULOS briefed today, Wednesday 
23 September 2020, the members of the Hellenic 
Parliament's Standing Committee on National 
Defence and Foreign Affairs, at a special meeting 
which took place behind closed doors at the 
"Ioannis Kapodistrias" Hall. The meeting was 
attended by the Deputy Minister of National 
Defence Mr. ALKIVIADIS STEFANIS, the Chief 
HNDGS General KONSTANTINOS FLOROS, the 
Chief HAFGS Lieutenant General GEORGIOS 
BLIOUMIS, the Chief HAGS Lieutenant General 
CHARALAMBOS LALOUSSIS, the Chief HNGS 
Vice Admiral STYLIANOS PETRAKIS HN, and the 
MOD General Secretary Mr. ANTONIOS 
OIKONOMOU. The Chief HNDGS General 
Konstantinos Floros commented on the new 
structure of the Armed Forces and referred to the 
essence of this reorganizing. The meeting of the 
Hellenic Parliament's Standing Committee on 
National Defence and Foreign Affairs, which lasted 
two hours and fifteen minutes, was chaired by Mr. 
KONSTANTINOS GKIOULEKAS. The 
Parliamentary Committee convened again at the 
Hellenic Parliament Assembly Hall, on the agenda:” 
Opinions by the members of the Committee, as 
specified in the Parliament's Regulation, combined 
with art. 72 of Law 3883/2010, regarding the new 
Structure of the Armed Forces” where the majority   

Hellenic Parliament approved the New Statured of 
the Hellenic Armed Forces  

Joint Naval Exercise of Greece – France 

 

On Thursday 13th August 2020 and within the 
framework of the Greece-French military 
cooperation, a joint naval exercise involving the two 
countries’ assets and personnel, was held in the 
eastern Mediterranean maritime region, including in 
the area bounded by an illegal NAVTEX issued by 
Turkey to conduct seismic survey. In particular, 
Greece participated with the Frigates HS SPETSAI, 
HS AIGAION, HS LIMNOS, HS KOUNTOURIOTIS 
and France with a Task Force consisting of the 
Helicopter Carrier / Amphibious Assault Ship FS 
TONNERRE and the Frigate FS LA FAYETTE.The 
exercise included naval maneuvering, joint 
operational planning, tactical data exchange, 
communications and aircraft cooperation serials. 
Τhe exercise enhanced the operational capabilities 
and readiness of all assets involved and promoted 
the cooperation and mutual understanding of all 
participants in the framework of the alliance 
Furthermore and as part of the two countries’ 
military cooperation, two French RAFALE fighter 
aircraft landed and are being accommodated at the 
facilities of 115 Battle Wing in Souda Reg., Crete. 

 
 
 
Greece announces new arms purchase 

Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis 
announced a major overhaul of the country's 
military and a “robust” arm purchase amid growing 
tensions with Turkey over hydrocarbon resources 
and naval influence in the Mediterranean Sea. 
"The time has come to reinforce the armed forces 
These initiatives constitute a robust program that 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE  

GENERAL   

ARMAMENT PROGRAMS 
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will become a national shield,"Mitsotakis said in a 
keynote address in Thessaloniki. 
Mitsotakis said Greece would acquire 18 French-
made Rafale jets, four multi-purpose frigates, 
upgrade four MEKO class frigate and four navy 
helicopters, while also recruiting15,000 new troops 
and pouring resources into the national arms 
industry and cyber-attack defense. 
New anti-tank weapons, navy torpedoes and air 
force missiles will be secured, the PM said. 
 
Hellenic Parliament approves defence 

procurement sub-programs  

 

 
 
The Minister of National Defence Mr. Nikolaos 
Panagiotopoulos, and the Deputy Minister of 
National Defence Mr. Alkiviadis Stefanis, 
participated on Wednesday September 9th 2020 in 
the meeting of the Standing Committee on 
Armament Programs and Contracts that was held 
at the Senate Room of the Hellenic Parliament. 
 
The Chief HNDGS General Konstantinos Floros, 
the Chief HAGS Lieutenant General Charalampos 
Lalousis, the Chief HNGS Vice Admiral Stylianos 
Petrakis and the Deputy Chief HAFGS Major 
General Nikolaos Retsas also attended the 
meeting. The Minister informed the members of the 
Committee on the following matters within their 
competence: 
 

• Implementing sub-programme “Upgrading 
the Hellenic Navy’s torpedoes – 
Procurement, upgrading and follow-on 
support of Greek Submarine torpedoes”; 

 
• Implementing sub-programme “Control / 

Maintenance of RAM Guided Missile 
Weapon System”; 

 
• Opinion on the implementation of the sub-

programme “Procurement of CADs – PADs 
Firing Mechanisms”; 

 

• Opinion on the implementation of the sub-
programme “Extending the Calendar Life 
Limits of the Air Force’s SCALP EG 
Operational Missiles”. 

 
 
It should be noted that the above important sub-
programmes relate to the upgrading of firepower, as 
well as the maintenance of the Armed Forces 
tactical units’ ability to self-defend. The continuous 
improvement, upgrading of the operational 
effectiveness and the strengthening of the Armed 
Forces in general remains the paramount 
consideration and top responsibility for the Political 
Leadership of the Ministry of National Defence. 
 

HELLENIC ARMY  

 

 

Snipper's Rifle Procurement 

On 5 February 2002, the General Directorate for 
Defence Armaments and Investments- GDDIA, 
announced an international tender (03/20) for the 
procurement of 119 Snipper's Rifles and 
473.025cartridges. Estimated budget is in the area 
of 6.124.360,00 €.  

On July 23, 2020 within GDDIA premises took place 
the opening of the documentation concerning the 
quality certification for the tender. During the 
opening process were present four authorized 
representatives for the companies: 

     a. “ISRAEL WEAPON INDUSTRIES” 

     b. “STEEL CORE DESIGNS”  

     c. “BARRETT FIREARMS MFG” 

     d. “SAKO” 

On September 18, 2020 GDDIA invited the above 
four companies to participate in the second phase 
of the tender.  

 
Inflatable boats for the Hellenic Army 

Special Forces 

On 15 January 2020, the General Directorate for 
Defence Armaments and Investments- GDDIA, 
announced an international tender (07/20) 
regarding the procurement of inflatable boats to be 
used for the Hellenic Army Special Forces. 
Estimated budget is in the area of 2.030.400,00 €. 
On September 1t, 2020 GDDIA invited the Greek 
companies, ANTREAS KATRIS, ANASTASIOS 
XATZISTAMATIOU and TERRA STRATIUM to 
participate in the second phase of the tender.  
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HELLENIC NAVY 

 
New navy programs announced  

Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said Greece 
plans to buy four navy helicopters and four new 
frigates and was refurbishing another four frigates. 
 

Anti-torpedo countermeasure system 

On 30 April 2020, the General Directorate for 
Defence Armaments and Investments- GDDIA, 
announced an international tender (07/20) 
regarding the procurement of an anti-torpedo 
countermeasure system to be used for the 
protection Hellenic Navy’s surface units. Estimated 
budget is in the are of € 10.000.000.  

 

On September 22, 2020 GDDIA invited the Italian 
company Leonardo to participate in the second 
phase of the tender.  

Leonardo’s C310 is a high-performance anti-
torpedo countermeasure system designed to 
deflect and neutralise the most technologically 
advanced torpedoes, launched alone or in salvo 
They are realized with electronic items that 
generate disturbance noise for the acoustic head 
of the enemy torpedo. 
 
This kind of countermeasure can both represent 
dummy mobile targets (MTE) and generate 
disturbance noise for the acoustic head of the 
enemy torpedo (Jammers). The combination of 
mobile Decoys and Jammers has the purpose of 
cheating the torpedo, which directs its attacks 
towards the dummy targets, thus allowing the ship 
to perform an evasive countermeasure. 
 
The definition of optimal reaction results using a 
elaboration software (ORACOM) that, based on 
multiple parameters, elaborates the more suitable 
operation to maximize surviving probabilities, 

even against last generation torpedoes with high 
potentials against countermeasures. 
 
 

HELLENIC AIR FORCE 

 

Greece announced today its intention to 

acquire 18 Rafales to equip its air force. 

 
© Dassault Aviation 
 
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said Greece would 
obtain 18 new French-made Rafale fighter planes 
to replace its aging Mirage 2000 fighters. 
 
Dassault Aviation trough a press release issued 
same day, stated that this announcement illustrates 
the strength of the partnership that has linked the 
Greek Air Force and Dassault Aviation for more 
than 45 years, and demonstrates the enduring 
strategic relationship between Greece and France. 

Greece ordered 40 Mirage F1 from Dassault 
Aviation in 1974, then 40 Mirage 2000 in 1985 and 
finally 15 Mirage 2000-5 in the year 2000; this latest 
contract also includes the modernization of 10 
Mirage 2000 to the 2000-5 standard with a large 
contribution from Greek industry. 

“I am delighted with this announcement, which 
reinforces the exceptional relationship we have had 
with Greece for nearly half a century, and I thank 
the Greek authorities for their confidence in us once 
again. Dassault Aviation is fully mobilized to meet 
the operational needs expressed by the Greek Air 
Force, and thus contribute to ensuring Greece’s 
sovereignty and the safety of the Greek 
people,” said Eric Trappier, Chairman and CEO of 
Dassault Aviation. 
 



PELICAN-HARDIGG™ LIGHT LIFT™ SERIES 
ROTATIONALLY MOULDED CASES
The advanced material used to build Pelican-Hardigg Light Lift series cases 
makes them up to 30% lighter than traditional rotationally moulded cases. 
This results in considerable logistics cost savings due to less manpower and 
fewer resources required. This also provides a substantial benefi t for the health 
and safety of professionals working in the fi eld. 

The new Light Lift case family is geared toward two- or four-man carry 
operations with a maximum 136 kgs. gross payload. These new cases off er the 
same protection, passing the same rigorous MIL-SPEC testing, as traditional 
Pelicam-Hardigg rotationally moulded cases.

PELICAM.COM

SEE PELICAN.COM/WARRANTY FOR FULL DETAILS.

Follow us on:

PELICAN PRODUCTS SOUTH AFRICA: Tel +27 83 645 4330 • sanette.nel@peli.com
EMEA HEADQUARTERS: Peli Products, S.L.U. • Spain • Tel +34 93 467 4999
All trademarks are registered and/or unregistered trademarks of Pelican Products, Inc., 
its affi  liates and/or subsidiaries.
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With over 10,000 military and civil aircraft delivered 
in more than 90 countries over the last century, 
Dassault Aviation has built up expertise recognized  

worldwide in the design, development, sale and 
support of all types of aircraft, ranging from the 
Rafale fighter, to the high-end Falcon family of 
business jets, military drones and space systems. 
In 2019, Dassault Aviation reported revenues of 
€7,3 billion. The company has 12,750 employees. 

 

MBDA Missile Purchase for Rafale Jets 

 
Following Greek Prime Minister annoncement 
regarding the purchase of 18 Rafale Jets, Hellenic 
Airforce has under condidaration the procurement 
of MBDA state-of-the-art missiles such as Meteor, 
Mica NG and SCALP. In addition, there is also talk 
of Greece purchasing ASTER missiles forthe 
frigates that Greece intends to buy from France. 
 

Follow on Support for Helicopters AS-

332C1 SUPER PUMA 

On 4 September 2020, the General Directorate for 
Defence Armaments and Investments- GDDIA, 
announced the cancellation of Tender 06/17 
regarding the Follow-on Support for Helicopters AS-
332C1 SUPER PUMA.  

 

 

 

INTRACOM DEFENSE 

 

 

Additional supply of WiSPR for the German Army.  

 

Intracom Defense (IDE) has signed a contract with 
Krauss Maffei Wegmann for the supply of WiSPR 
systems. This latest contract concerns an extension 
of supply for the use of the German Armed Forces. 
The contract also incorporates WiSPR modular 

training stations, to facilitate hands-on personnel 
training on vehicular system configurations. 

WiSPR Communication and Information System 
sustains its international market success due to its 
unrivalled performance in effective vehicular 
communications and its seamless integration with 
both legacy and IP-based systems and sensors, 
enhancing substantially the crew situational 
awareness. 

Hellenic Defence Systems (EAS) 

The Deputy Minister of National Defence Alkiviadis 
Stefanis attended the inauguration of the upgrade 
procedure of 122mm rockets, at the premises of the 
Hellenic Defence Systems, on Wednesday 16 
September 2020, in Lavrio. The project is 
implemented as a partnership of the HDS with the 
Serbian Company EDePRO. In his address, the 
Deputy Minister of National Defence stated the 
following: 

“It is with great pleasure that I accepted the 
invitation by the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Hellenic Defence Systems, to attend an event for 
the inauguration of the upgrade of 122mm missiles, 
which is conducted in cooperation with the Serbian 
company EdePro. The know-how of developing and 
producing portable weapons and ammunitions, in 
parallel with the aim to upgrade and modernize the 
weapon and missile systems, both confirm the 
capabilities of the Hellenic Defence Systems and 
turn this company into a fundamental force 
multiplier of the domestic Defence Industry.   

The Ministry of National defence, from the first 
moment – since the programme statements of the 
Government – set the reinforcement of the domestic 
defence industry as a top political priority and as a 
crucial action for the maintenance and 
enhancement of the operational capabilities of the 
Armed Forces. The Prime Minister himself, in his 
recent speech in Thessaloniki International Fair and 
in the context of the provocations against our 
country over the last period, set the reinforcement 
of the armed forces as a legacy for its security and 
as a paramount commitment to the Greek people, 
who will bear the financial burden, and announced 
six emblematic decision which multiply the power, 
the operability and the effectiveness of the Greek 
arms. 

The Prime Minister set the framework. From there 
on, with an attitude of extroversion on the part of the 
Commands and with an unreserved support of the 
Government, of the Political Leadership of the 
Armed Forces, it is necessary to draw a new path in 
order to make our defence industry more 
competitive and capable of fulfilling its work on time, 
executing orders and producing a financial object. 

 

HELLENIC DEFENCE INDUSTRY  



MILTECH HELLAS S.A. is one of the leading
Hellenic companies in the defense sector
specializing in the design and manufacture of high
quality electronic products for defense applications.
Established in 1997, it has been collaborating with
local and foreign companies in technology upgrade
and exchange programs, along with co-production
of defense equipment and systems. Miltech’s area
of expertise includes design, development and
production of leading edge technology aerospace
electronics, communication and avionic products,
thermal surveillance systems, equipment and
harnesses.

In particular, Miltech Hellas has designed and
developed, among others, Avionics Aerospace
Electronics, Cockpit Displays, Electrical Power
Boxes, Chaff / Flare dispensers, Aero Structural
Assemblies and Electrical Harnesses for
Helicopters and Aircrafts. Being a flexible and
customer oriented company, Miltech Hellas can
provide customized solutions tailored to user needs
and operational requirements. Along these lines,
Miltech has developed special Purpose on-demand
devices and systems for air-based Applications
such as HDD-55L Head Down Display, an upgrade
for the existing 5’’x5’’ Head Down Display (HDD) of
the Mirage 2000 EGM/BGM. The new HDD utilizes
the latest Active Matrix Liquid Crystal Display
(AMLCD) technology and it is a Form, Fit &
Function (F3) replacement of the existing CRT
(Cathode Ray Tube) units. No further modifications
are required to either the Mirage 2000 aircraft or the
associated aircraft systems. Furthermore, it
developed the ATE-2000 Test Bench for HDD-55L
and a Harness Health Monitoring Tester which has
the ability to detect the location of any fault existing
in the wire, using advanced technologies in the
areas of TDR and signal processing.

Gun Kit assembly Pylon assembly

AMLCD Head 
Down Display

Test Bench for HDD

Harness Health 
Monitoring Tester

Between other contracts, Miltech Hellas has on-
going Major Projects:
• RAFALE fighter Electrical Cables & Harness
manufacturing, for DASSAULT Aviation (France)
• RAFALE fighter Electrical Power Boxes
manufacturing, for DASSAULT Aviation (France)
• RAFALE fighter Gun Kit Assembly manufacturing,
for DASSAULT Aviation (France)
• FALCON 7X Pylon Assembly manufacturing, for
DASSAULT Aviation (France)

Although Miltech Hellas’ capabilities cover a wide
range including land and maritime applications, it
has developed an outstanding expertise in air-
based devices and systems. Since its foundation, it
has been designing and developing numerous parts
and systems for customers such as DASSAULT,
THALES, AIRBUS HELICOPTERS and others.

Miltech Hellas in aviation industry

Power BoxesChaff & Flares System

Miltech Hellas exhibits a long standing expertise in
aviation related products. Keen on investing in
innovative ideas, it is ready to undertake and
successfully implement any new project, no matter
how challenging it may appears. The challenge is
what makes us stronger.
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We are going through a period in which Greece, 
with a reliable foreign and financial policy, is a 
strong country, an independent country, proud and 
safe, able to stare at the future with confidence and 
perspective.  

It promotes the necessary correctional reforms and 
attracts investments and institutional capitals, which 
change the nature of the economy and capitalize 
the reliability it gained after having dealt with the 
recent crises effectively.  

I am fully convinced that the leadership of the 
Hellenic Defence Systems has the vision and the 
necessary expertise on this subject in order to seize 
the opportunity and lead the HDS to the future, 
developing competitive policies and promoting an 
innovative, outreach policy of attracting new 
investors, both home and abroad, taking full 
advantage of the equipment and the highly skilled 
personnel of the company”. 

EAS to supply the Ministry of Defense of 

Egypt 105mm ammunition 
  

EAS announced an agreement with the Ministry of 
Defense of Egypt, for the supply of 105mm 
ammunition, value of 3 million euros.                      
CEO  Nikos Kostopoulos said, "the success of 
EAS highlights in the clearest way the potential and 
prospects that the Hellenic defense industry hides 
in terms of its contribution to the national economy 
and the broader geopolitical challenges." . 
 
At the same time, EAS is activating contracts that 
had not been implemented for years, such as the 
one with the Tunisian Ministry of Defense, with a 
budget of 2.07 million euros for the supply of 12.7 x 
99mm ammunition.  

MYTILINEOS. 

On Thursady 10 September 20, a meeting was held 
between the GDDIA’s General Director, Lieutenant 
General (rtd) Theodoros Lagios HAF and 
MITILINEOS Company representative, following 
their request. During the meeting issues of common 
interest were discussed. 

ONEX Technology Systems & Business 

Solutions SA 

On Wednesday 16 September, 2020, a meeting 
was held between the GDDIA’s General Director, 
Lieutenant General (rtd) Theodoros Lagios HAF 
and ONEX Technology Systems & Business 
Solutions SA company representatives, following 
their request. During the meeting issues of common 
interest were discussed. 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCKHEED MARTIN  

On Thursday 17 and 22 September, 2020, a 
meeting was held between the GDDIA’s General 
Director, Lieutenant General (rtd) Theodoros 
Lagios HAF and LOCKHEED MARTIN 
INTERNATIONAL S.A. company representatives, 
headed by Vice President- Greece and Cyprus, 
Corporate Int’l Business Development, Mr Costas 
G. Papadopoulos, following their request. During 
the meeting issues of common interest were 
discussed. 

Meeting with the Defence Attaché of the 

United States of America. 

On Tuesday 22 September 2020, a meeting was 
held between the GDDIA’s General Director, 
Lieutenant General (rtd) Theodoros Lagios (HAF) 
and the Defence Attaché of the United States of 
America in Athens, Captain (USN) Timothy N. 
KETTER, following his request. During the meeting 
issues of common interest were discussed. 

DASSAULT AVIATION  

On Monday 14 September 2020, a meeting was 
held between the GDDIA General Director, 
Lieutenant General (rtd) Theodoros LAGIOS HAF 
and Vice – President Business Development of 
DASSAULT AVIATION Company, Mr Jean – 
Claude PICCIRILLO, following his request. During 
the meeting issues of common interest were 
discussed. 

 Naval Group  

On Thursday 10 September 2020, a meeting was 
held between the GDDIA General Director, 
Lieutenant General (rtd) Theodoros LAGIOS HAF 
and representatives of Naval Group Company in 
Greece, following their request. During the meeting 
issues of common interest were discussed. 

THYSSENKRUPP MARINE SYSTEMS  

On Thursady 10 September 2020, a meeting was 
held between the GDDIA’s General Director, 
Lieutenant General (rtd) Theodoros Lagios HAF 
and THYSSENKRUPP MARINE SYSTEMS 
Company Chief Executive Officer, Dr Rolf WIRTZ 
and Head of Business Development and Sales,    Mr 
Joachim SCHOENFELD, following their request.  

ACTIVITIES OF FOREIGN 

INDUSTRIES IN GREECE RELATED 

TO THE HELLENIC ARMED FORCES 

ARMAMENTS PROGRAMS 
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During the meeting issues of common interest were 
discussed. 

Meeting with Dutch Delegation of 

Nederlandse Industrie voor Difensie en 

Veiligheid (NIDV). 

On Tuesday, 08 September 2020, a meeting was 
held between the GDDIA’s General Director, 
Lieutenant General (rtd) Theodoros Lagios HAF 
and Dutch Delegation of Nederlandse Industrie 
voor Difensie en Veiligheid (NIDV), headed by the 
Business Development Manager of NIDV, Mr Ρeter 
Huis in’ t Velt and two of its executives, following 
their request. The delegation also included 
representatives of DAEDALUS Aviation Group, 
DAMEN SHIPYARDS, ILIAS and ARATOS Group 
companies. During the meeting, issues of common 
interest in the field of defence and security were 
discussed. 

DAMEN SHIPYARDS  

On Tuesday, 01 September 20, a ceremonial 
acquaintance meeting was held between the 
GDDIA General Director, Lieutenant General (rtd) 
Theodoros Lagios HAF and DAMEN SHIPYARDS 
Company Representatives, following their request. 
During the meeting issues of common interest were 
discussed. 

Israel Aerospace Industries 

On Tuesday 01 September 20, a meeting was held 
between the GDDIA’s General Director, Lieutenant 
General (rtd) Theodoros Lagios HAF and ΙΑΙ (Israel 
Aerospace Industries) Company Director, 
Marketing & Business Development, Miss Orna 
Shemesh, following her request. During the 
meeting issues of common interest were discussed. 

 

 

 

 

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict 

Statement by James Appathurai, the Secretary 
General’s Special Representative for the Caucasus 
and Central Asia/ 27 Sep. 2020  

“NATO is deeply concerned by reports of large-
scale military hostilities along the line of contact in 
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone. The sides 
should immediately cease hostilities, which have 
already caused civilian casualties. There is no 
military solution to this conflict. The parties should 
resume negotiations towards a peaceful resolution. 

NATO supports the efforts of the OSCE Minsk 
Group.” 

 

 

 

EDA participates in EU secure SatCom 

project 

 

EDA is part of a new EU research project launched 
today by the European Commission under the 
HORIZON 2020 program which aims to develop 
secure satellite communications for EU 
governments and institutions. Called ENTRUSTED 
(‘European Networking for satellite 
Telecommunication Roadmap for the governmental 
Users requiring Secure, inTeroperable, innovativE 
and standardiseD services’), the project will run until 
February 2023. 

Under the leadership of the European Global 
Navigation Satellite Systems Agency (GSA) and 
with a budget of €3 million, ENTRUSTED will 
identify needs and requirements of secure satellite 
communication end-users. The project will 
contribute to the formulation of assumptions and 
guidelines, in terms of user-orientated activities, for 
the future EU GOVSATCOM program aimed at 
creating independent, autonomous and secure 
satellite communication system for EU Member 
States and agencies.  

With its wide SatCom expertise based on two 
SatCom services delivering projects and a Project 
Team Satellite Communication, EDA has been 
called to be part of the consortium of EU Member 
States and EU Agencies implementing the project. 
The Agency will contribute to all work packages with 
a focus on user needs, requirements and use cases 
definition, surveying the state-of-the-art of existing 
secure SatCom user technologies and definition of 
a research and development (R&D) roadmap. 

Over the coming 30 months, ENTRUSTED will 
develop a common understanding of governmental 
user needs for secure SATCOM systems, elaborate 
a set of user requirements for the future EU 
GOVSATCOM program and analyses available and 

ESDP 

NATO 
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planned secure SATCOM capabilities and solutions 
offered by commercial operators and governments. 
It will also assess the need for European 
standardization for secure SATCOM user 
equipment and services and identify the main 
research and innovation actions to be taken at 
national and EU levels with regard to secure 
SATCOM user technologies. A set of 
recommendations to the European Commission will 
be issued at the end of the project.   

 

 

 

 

The Cyprus Center for Land, Open-seas, 

and Port Security 

Over the past two years, the United States has built 
an increasingly fruitful security relationship with the 
Republic of Cyprus. Our two countries have been 
working to train teams from Mediterranean 
countries in a variety of security fields. For example, 
the State Department’s Bureau of International 
Security and Nonproliferation (ISN) has held a 
number of training events in the Republic of Cyprus, 
most notably for Lebanese and Egyptian 
government officials. 

To expand this cooperation and to support capacity-
building in nations where in-country training is 
impossible, our two countries have agreed to 
construct a regional border security training hub in 
the Republic of Cyprus — the Cyprus Center for 
Land, Open-seas, and Port Security (CYCLOPS). 

CYCLOPS will allow the United States and our 
partners to provide technical assistance in more 
areas related to security and safety, including 
customs and exports control, port and maritime 
security, and cybersecurity. 

The training facility will include a number of different 
hands-on training platforms, including a mock land 
border crossing, passenger screening area, and a 
mobile cyber security training lab, which will enable 
regional partners to learn best practices for securing 
critical infrastructure and to engage in cross border, 
counterproliferation cyber investigations. 

CYCLOPS will support our efforts to curb the 
proliferation risks posed by malign regional actors 
and violent extremist organizations. 

The construction and ongoing support for 
CYCLOPS is a true partnership. The United States 
will provide equipment, trainers, and other capacity-
building support, while the Republic of Cyprus will 
contribute land, facilitate travel, and provide 

trainers.Construction of the training facility is 
expected to begin later this year. 

 

 

 
 
Le Président de la République s’est 

entretenu par téléphone pendant plus 

d’une heure avec le président de la 

République de Turquie, Recep Tayyip 

Erdogan au sujet de la situation en 

Méditerranée orientale, en Libye et en 

Syrie.  

 
Le Président s’est félicité du lancement de 
pourparlers exploratoires entre la Grèce et la 
Turquie au sujet de leur différends. Il a souhaité que 
ce dialogue soit conduit de bonne foi, dans un souci 
de désescalade et permette l’apaisement durable 
des tensions. Il a appelé à ce qu’un dialogue 
similaire dans le même esprit soit accepté par la 
Turquie avec la République de Chypre.  
Le chef de l’Etat a rappelé sa disposition constante 
au dialogue et l’intérêt qu’il attache à une relation 
solide entre l’Union européenne et la Turquie, sur 
une base claire et respectueuse des intérêts de 
chacun.  
A cet égard, il a appelé la Turquie à respecter 
pleinement la souveraineté des Etats membres de 
l’Union européenne ainsi que le droit international, 
à s’abstenir de toute nouvelle action unilatérale de 
nature à provoquer des tensions, et à s’engager 
sans ambigüité dans la construction d’un espace de 
paix et de coopération en Méditerranée. Il a 
également appelé la Turquie à respecter 
pleinement l’embargo sur les armes en Libye dans 
le cadre défini par les Nations unies, ainsi que les 
intérêts de sécurité de ses alliés en Syrie.  

Les deux chefs de l’Etat ont décidé de poursuivre 
leur dialogue régulier sur ces sujets à leur niveau 
ainsi qu’au niveau ministériel. 

STM has once again made to the 

Defence News Top 100  

STM Savunma Teknolojileri Mühendislik ve Ticaret 
A.Ş. plays a critical role in Turkey’s defence industry 
and national technologies and shares its 
capabilities with friendly and allied nations. The 
company has been representing Turkey for three 
years in the global defence industry by currently 
entering to the Defence News Top 100 list, which 
features the most influential defence companies in 
the world.  

TURKEY      

CYPRUS   
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STM, which is among the most influential 
companies in the field with its $485 million annual 
turnover and one of the seven Turkish companies 
in Defence News Top 100, carries out its activities 
with its qualified workforce in the fields of naval 
platforms, autonomous systems, cybersecurity, 
satellite and radar technologies, command and 
control systems, certification and consultancy. The 
company satisfies Turkey’s needs in the defence 
industry with its advanced technological products, 
and moves forward focusing on bringing 
competitive, innovative and smart technological 
solutions to the industry.  

Drawing attention with its capabilities in the design, 
modernization and construction of naval ships, STM 
had also delivered the first four vessels with a local 
participation rate of 70 percent, to the Turkish Navy; 
one of the most active navies in the world and a 
member of NATO, within the MiLGEM Ada Class 
Corvette Project, as one of the main subcontractors. 
Building on its involvement in the MiLGEM 
programme, STM then became the main contractor 
in the I-Class Frigate project, again to meet theneed 
of the Turkish Navy, and on schedule to start 
deliveries in 2023 with a minimum local participation 
rate of 75 percent. The company is also the main 
contractor in the Test and Training Ship TCG Ufuk, 
which will be Turkey’s first intelligence ship, and has 
assumed critical roles also in the submarine 
modernisation and construction projects of the 
Turkish Navy. 

 

 

 

Bulgaria Accuses Russian Diplomats of 

Collecting Info on F-16s 

According to defenseworld.net Bulgaria’s State 
Agency for National Security has reportedly 
expelled two Russian diplomats for collecting 
information on the military’s procurement of F-16 
Block 70 jets.The officials, Sergei Nikolashin and 
Vadim Bykov, were also gathering data regarding 
Sofia’s plan to acquire combat drones, Bulgarian 
newspaper 24 Chasa reported. 

The pair were given 72 hours to leave the European 
Union country, after Ivan Geshev, the Bulgarian 
public prosecutor, alleged they had been seeking 
out classified information on military modernization 
plans since 2016. The state secrets were collected 
with help from two Bulgarian nationals, to be passed 
on to Russian intelligence. Bulgarian Air Force 
largely relies on MiG-29 jets but is expected to soon 

take delivery of eight U.S.-made F-16 jets bought 
last July. 

Sofia's relations with Moscow had soured even 
ahead of the recent spying spats after three 
Russian nationals were charged over the attempted 
poisoning in 2015 of a Bulgarian arms 
manufacturer, Emilian Gebrev, his son and another 
associate.  

 

 

Minister Vulin: By suspending military 

exercises with partners in both the East 

and the West, Serbia has preserved its 

neutrality 

Asked to comment on what will happen after the six-
month period in which all military exercises with 
partners in both the East and the West will be 
suspended by the decision of the Government of 
the Republic of Serbia, the Minister of Defence 
Aleksandar Vulin said in the Morning Programme of 
Prva TV  that he believes that Serbia managed to 
preserve its neutrality with this decision, and that 
the European Union showed itself in the worst 
possible light, and that it considers the policy of 
blackmail and pressure completely legitimate. 

We have preserved our neutrality this way, because 
we did not allow the Serbian Armed Forces to 
become a factor of blackmail. If we had withdrawn 
only from the exercise with Belarus, and carried on 
with, for example, the exercises with the United 
States and the Russian Federation, it would mean 
that Belarusians are "bad guys", that Belarus is 
something bad. Of course we would have violated 
our neutrality - Minister Vulin points out. 

We have made a difficult decision, says Minister 
Vulin, and explains that such a decision is not 
difficult to defend, but the way it was made was very 
difficult, because it had to be made in order to 
defend our neutrality. 

Asked what will happen once the six-month period 
is over, Minister Vulin said that his proposal would 
be to carry on with the exercises with foreign 
partners, because he believes that a military that 
does not exercise with other militaries lags behind 
and is at a great loss because it does not see how 
the world develops. 

Minister Vulin said that the proposal he made a few 
days ago to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was for 
Serbian soldiers to withdraw from peacekeeping 
missions. 

- The Ministry of Foreign Affairs must give its 
opinion, and then it is passed on to the Government. 

BULGARIA  

SERBIA  
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I have proposed two options. One is to suspend all 
peacekeeping missions, and the other is to suspend 
only missions with the European Union. This 
remains to be assessed. At the moment, 276 of our 
members are in peacekeeping missions outside the 
borders of our country. The largest peacekeeping 
missions are in Lebanon and the Central African 
Republic, they are under the command of the 
United Nations, and we have others that are under 
the command of the European Union. I think that at 
least peacekeeping missions with the European 
Union should be suspended, because if they want 
to use our military as a means of blackmail towards 
our friendly countries, then there is no need for us 
to participate in their missions - said Minister Vulin. 

- We will see what the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will 
have to say, it is their sovereign right to decide and 
say how they see it, how it reflects on the position 
of our country. We will, of course, accept every 
decision of the Government of the Republic of 
Serbia and every order of the Supreme Commander 
of the Serbian Armed Forces, Aleksandar Vučić, 
that is our task, but my position is that 
peacekeeping missions with the European Union 
should be suspended. If they want to use our armed 
forces against Belarus or use us as a means of 
punishing someone, there is no need for us to be 
with them even in peacekeeping missions. They 
should find someone else - concluded Minister 
Vulin. 

 

 

 

 

Shekerinska: NATO membership has 

sealed our first mandate and will serve as 

an EU entry ticket in the second 

“NATO membership sealed our first, and my first 
mandate, but it also sealed our entry into the 
European Union in the second. We now must show 
that we are not holding our chair in NATO only 
formally, but that are sitting on that chair because 
the other Allies can count on us, just as we can 
count on their help and their solidarity.” If we are 
serious, if we are responsible, if we keep our word, 
we will have the same image in the EU, they will 
trust us more and give us better chances,” Defense 
Minister Radmila Shekerinska said at the first press 
conference in her second term dedicated to future 
plans for defense development, expressing her 
confidence that our entry into NATO will open the 
doors to the European Union in the upcoming years. 
Minister Shekerinska stated 7 priorities in her new  

mandate – stable financing of the Army, opening of 
a Support Center to facilitate the access of domestic 
companies to the NATO market, modernization, 
investments in Krivolak range, reconstruction of 
barracks, maximum work transparency and 
openness and a new concept of civil – military 
cooperation. 

“Thanks to the increased budget, the salaries of 
both soldiers and non-commissioned officers and 
officers have increased in some segments even 
over 50%, they received new equipment and are 
motivated to be successful soldiers in the service of 
their homeland,” the Minister said. An example of 
the increased interest in the Army, she said, is the 
fact that more than 700 candidates applied in the 
competition for the recruitment of professional 
soldiers for 70 positions, and over 1,000 persons 
have applied so far in the current announcement for 
the recruitment of 200 soldiers. 

Iit is precisely the stable financing that enables the 
continuation of the reforms in the Ministry and the 
modernization of the Army. 

“Last year we signed the first contract with the US 
Government for the acquisition of joint light tactical 
vehicles, two types – Oshkosh JLTV and Stryker 
that will completely change the face of our Army, 
especially the infantry, which is also our NATO 
force”, adding that for this acquisition of American-
made armored vehicles, the Government-to-
Government agreement was used for the first time, 
which restores trust in the system, and eliminates 
any possibilities for commercial or corrupt 
influences that were visible in our country in the 
past, as well as in other countries.  

As the Minister pointed out, in a period of four to six 
years, a total of 151 vehicles will be procured, and 
the arrival of the first vehicles intended for the Light 
Infantry Battalion Group is planned for the end of 
2021 or the beginning of 2022. 

Completely new personal protection equipment will 
be procured for all members of the Light Infantry 
Battalion Group, and the cyber and air defense 
projects continue, the Minister stated. As a novelty, 
Shekerinska said that a Support Center to facilitate 
the access of domestic companies in NATO market 
will be established in the Ministry, in order to ensure 
productive communication between our companies, 
our chambers of commerce, but also the relevant 
NATO agencies. 

“The size of this market is about $ 4 billion a year 
and it will really be a great success if our companies 
start performing and conquering this market. “This 
will be managed by a team of experts that we will 
be selected very carefully and will be given a  

REPUBLIC OF NORTH MACEDONIA  
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chance to support our economy,” the Minister said. 
Shekerinska announced the introduction of a 
novelty through changes in the public procurement 
system that will enable direct management of funds 
in the amount of about 500 euros by commands and 
barracks. This increases efficiency and improves 
working conditions, but also increases the 
responsibility and expectations of the first people 
within the structure of the Army. 

We continue to invest in the modernization of the 
Krivolak training area, which is a serious national 
resource, but it is gradually turning into a serious 
NATO resource and will contribute to strengthening 
the local and domestic economy. 

“We are working on improving the infrastructure of 
the training area inside and along the perimeter of 
the training area, as well as opening new 
approaches to the training area from the north, in 
order to make the use of the training area simpler 
and more efficient and less burdensome for a part 
of the local population,” the Minister said, adding 
that all operations are carried out by the Army’s 
engineering unit, using the newly procured 
machines, which made the whole process cheaper, 
faster and more efficient.The Minister announced 
that this training area will be the location for the 
exercise Decisive Strike 21 this year, in May and 
June 2021, where we expect over 2,000 troops from 
the US, Bulgaria, Greece and the Army of the 
Republic of North Macedonia.The improvement of 
the conditions for our soldiers continues through the 
reconstruction of the facilities in the barracks. 

“In just a few months, we turned the ruined building 
in Kumanovo barracks into a new, nice building 
where the Southeast Europe Brigade is located. We 
are currently working on complete renovation of two 
large buildings in the barracks ‘Ilinden’, and the plan 
is to make the completely renovated buildings 
available by the end of the year. In the next two 
months, the renovation of a third building in the 
barracks ‘Ilinden’ will begin, and I hope that one of 
the buildings of the Military Academy will be 
renovated as well. This is the first time that projects 
have been launched and 5 large army facilities have 
been completed in the same year. “During the 
renovation, we are following the government policy 
whose goal is that by 2024 there will be no 
government institution that will use fuel oil or oil for 
heating, thus additionally polluting the 
environment”, the Minister said announcing that this 
trend of investing in better working conditions will 
continue. Transparency remains on the Ministry’s 
list of priorities. 

“I am especially plased that we managed to turn the 
most closed institution – the Ministry of Defense – 
into an institution that can and knows how to work 
based on the principles of active transparency. The  

 

Ministry of Defense is ranked first according to the 
Active Transparency Index. Publicity, openness 
and transparency have become our code. “We 
remain maximally open to the media and the 
citizens,” said the Minister and announced that next 
year North Macedonia will host the largest NATO 
Information and Communicators Conference. 500 
communication experts from all NATO member 
states will gather in Skopje, and we will use that 
opportunity to promote our capacity, the Public 
Affairs Regional Center, which we intend, in 
cooperation with the Strategic Communications 
Centre of Excellence in Riga, to transform gradually 
into a regional center for fight against disinformation 
and fake news to cover NATO’s southern flank. 

The Minister announced that by the end of the year 
we will develop a new concept for military-civilian 
cooperation demonstrating that defense 
development means building a system for resilience 
to risks and creating national and allied 
capacities.“Citizens and non-governmental 
organizations and local self-government also 
counted on the Army. In the past years, we were 
present in some of the Tetovo villages to deal with 
one type of disaster, we were present in Prespa, we 
were present in different municipalities for different 
purposes” the Minister said. The citizens count on 
the Army, she added, because it helped them in the 
most difficult times, because the Army is here for its 
citizens. 

“I was honored to be part of the team that 
succeeded in bringing the country into NATO. 
However, a great part of the hard work is waiting for 
us in this second term. “Therefore, with the same 
strength, with the same energy, with a focus on 
improving everything we have at home, I am 
convinced that we will prove that our NATO 
membership was beyond well-deserved and we will 
contribute to our country becoming safer and our 
Army better”, said Minister Shekerinska in closing. 
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First sea trial of the 
FREMM DA Alsace 
- ninth FREMM built 
in Lorient and first 
FREMM frigate with 
enhanced air 
defence 
capabilities 
 
 

 
 
 
 
On October 5, 2020, the multi-mission frigate 
FREMM Alsace went out for her first sea trial. She 
is the first of two air defence frigates designed for 
the French Navy as part of the FREMM program. 
Alsace benefits from the same anti-submarine 
warfare performances as the previous units but 
with enhanced air defence capabilities. 
 
Nineteen months after her launch, the FREMM 
Alsace went out for her first sea trial on October 5, 
2020. She is the seventh FREMM European Multi-
Mission Frigate ordered by the French 
Procurement Agency (DGA) on behalf of the 
French Navy. The management of the FREMM 
program is entrusted to the Organisation for Joint 
Armament Cooperation (OCCAR). 
 
In order to meet the operational needs of the 
French Navy and to incorporate the operational 

feedback acquired since the program was 
launched, Alsace incorporates the latest 
developments ordered by OCCAR. 
This frigate is the first FREMM frigate with 
enhanced air defence capabilities and benefits 
from feedback collected on previous units of 
the FREMM series as well as from upgrades 
intended to increase versatility. These 
technical adaptations include a more powerful 
multi-function radar, enhanced 
communications resources, additional SETIS® 
Combat Management System consolesin the 
"command information centre", and enhanced 
air defence capabilities using Aster 15 and 30 
missiles. 
 
The FREMM Alsace also benefits from an 
optimised mast to increase long-range air 
surveillance βperformances. 
 
"This first sea trial marks the start of a series 
of trials for the ship. About one hundred Naval 
Group employees from Lorient, Nantes-Indret, 
Ollioules and Paris-Bagneux embarked 
alongside the French Navy crew and 
representatives of other French authorities.  
 
Very strict health procedures were defined 
jointly by Naval Group and the French 
authorities to ensure the safety of all people on 
board. Day and night, Naval Group 
employees, in close cooperation with the crew, 
will be required to carry out various tests, 
monitor and operate the installations. The aim 
of this first sea trial is twofold: to test the 
performance of the propulsion and navigation 
systems, but also to start checking and testing 
the integration of the combat system," 
explainsDidier Trehin, Naval Group manager 
onboard. 
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In addition to carrying out the same anti-submarine 
warfare missions as the previous units of the 
FREMM series, Alsace will be responsible for the 
air defence of major units: the Charles de Gaulle 
aircraft carrier or Landing Helicopter Docks (LHD), 
as part of a naval or amphibious aviation group. 
 
Naval Group teams and its many partners are 
mobilised to deliver Alsace and Lorraine, the two 
air defence frigates in 2021 and 2022, in line with 
the program schedule. "Despite the health crisis, 
the FREMM program is on time and on schedule.” 
says Nicolas Gaspard, FREMM Program Director. 
Six FREMM frigates for the French Navy have 
already been delivered between 2012 and 2019. 
Aquitaine in 2012, Provence in 2015, Languedoc in 
2016, Auvergne in April 2017, Bretagne in July 
2018 and Normandie in July 2019. 
 
As for export markets, Morocco received 
Mohammed VI in 2014 and Egypt Tahya Misr in 
2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Techncal characteristics of air defence 

FREMMs 

 
Strongly armed, the FREMM DA Alsace uses the 
most performant weapon systems and 
equipment including: the multifunction Herakles 
radar, the Aster 15 and 30 and Excocet MM 40 
missiles or even the MU 90 torpedo. The 
performances of her combat system are reinforced 
with increased radar and communication 
capacities, a new radar and electro-optical fire-
lead,and a Combat Management System SETIS® 
equipped with specific anti-air defence functions. 
 

     
· Overll length: 142 meters 
· Width: 20 meters 
· Displacement: 6,000 tons 
· Speed: 27 knots 
· Complement: 119 people (+ 14 people for 
the helicopter crew) 
· Accommodation: 165 people 
· Range: 6,000 at 15 knots 
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The modern frigate 
 
Today, the definition of a frigate is a bit flexible, with 
many ships that one navy would call a destroyer 
referred to in another as a frigate – as in the French, 
German, Spanish navies. But they are still medium-
sized, general purpose warships that are fast and 
maneuverable, and can carry out a variety of low- to 
medium-threat missions in blue water and other 
areas.  
 
Frigates are an indispensable part of any navy. 
These ships usually form the numerical bulk of a 
naval fleet as they are relatively cheaper than large 
destroyers and cruisers. Every modern navy 
operates frigates in some or the other form and uses 
them along with larger surface combatants like 
destroyers and aircraft carriers.  
Modern frigates are also far more capable than they 
were in the past, with a single ship enjoying 
capabilities that would have required a task force 
only 40 years ago. Today's frigates are powered by 
gas turbine engines or hybrid propulsion systems, 
have advanced radar that can detect a supersonic 
golf ball, the latest sonar and towed arrays, and a 
formidable suite of vertical launch missiles, cruise 
missiles, and deck guns. The definition of a modern 
frigate by Defencyclopedia is «A modern frigate is a 
3000-7000 ton warship, equipped with an array of 
missiles, guns and radars, and is designed to 
operate autonomously, along with a battle group or 
act as an escort for non-combatants, in order to fulfill 
a variety of tasks depending on the mission». 
 
And then there are the helicopters and the UAVs 
that have evolved from tiny scouting craft to long-
range hunters. Their sonobuoys, dipping sonars, 
and magnetometers, combined with depth charges 
and homing torpedoes, make them a submariner's 
worst nightmare. They can also act as airborne early 
warning systems against fighter or missile attacks, 
and can even engage and destroy other ships with 
their own missiles. 
 
The Frégates de taille intermédiaire (Frigates of 
intermediate size) is a French military program to 
design and create a planned class of frigates to be 
used by the French Navy. At the moment, the 
program consists of five ships, with commissioning 
planned from 2023 onwards. The frigate-type has 
subsequently been identified as a "Frégate de 
Défense et d'Intervention" (FDI) with the lead ship 
being named "Admiral Ronarc’h". Construction 
began in October 2019.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The FREMM ("European multi-purpose frigate"; 
French: Frégate européenne multi-mission; Italian: 
Fregata europea multi-missione) is a class of multi-
purpose frigates designed by Naval Group and 
Fincantieri for the navies of France and Italy. The 
lead ship of the class, Aquitaine, was commissioned 
in November 2012 by the French Navy. In France 
the class is known as the Aquitaine class, while in 
Italy they are known as the Bergamini class. Italy 
has ordered six general purpose variants and four 
anti-submarine variants. France has ordered six 
anti-submarine variants, and two air-defense 
variants. The US Navy selected the class to fulfill the 
FFG(X) requirement, and Fincantieri was given a 
$795 million contract for the lead ship.  
 
On June 10, 2020, the F125 “Nordrhein-Westfalen” 
was officially commissioned – due to the current 
corona pandemic, the ceremony took place on a 
small scale. The “Nordrhein-Westfalen” is the 
second out of a total of four frigates after the 
“Baden-Württemberg” to become available to the 
German Navy. The ships are the most modern and 
powerful frigates ever built in Germany. 
 
 
 
 



 

 GREEK DEFENCE NEWS                September – October  2020  

 

Prima uscita in mare di Nave Bergamini (2011) 

 

On June 19th Damen Shipyards Group and the 
German Bundesamt fur Ausrüstung, 
Informationstechnik und Nutzung der Bundeswehr 
signed the contract for the construction of four MKS-
180 frigates for the German Navy. Damen is the 
main contractor for this complex project which it is 
undertaking, together with partners Blohm+Voss 
and Thales, in Germany. 
 
The combination of companies was previously 
declared the winner of a European tender; the 
largest in the history of the German Navy. On 17 
June, the necessary financial resources were 
released by the German Bundestag budget 
committee. The contract marks the start of the 
design and construction phase. 
 
Approximately 80% of the project investment 
remains in Germany as added value. The 
vessels will be built at Blohm+Voss in 
Hamburg, but partly also at other shipyard 
locations in Germany, including Bremen, 
Kiel and Wolgast. Besides this, 
approximately 100 small and medium-sized 
companies from the maritime industry, 
mechanical engineering and plant 
construction sectors will be involved in the 
implementation. These companies originate 
from almost all German states. 
 
Hein van Ameijden, Managing Director 
Damen Schelde Naval Shipbuilding: "I am 
convinced that with the MKS-180 project, we 
are building a high-quality frigate that meets 
all the wishes of the German Navy. It is a 
German-Dutch project. We are already 
working well with our partners in Germany; 
Luerssen, Blohm+Voss, and Thales. The project 
also offers prospects for further European 
cooperation. The many years of cooperation 
between Damen and Thales as part of the Dutch 
golden ecosystem is an important factor in this 

success. If the Netherlands continues to 
invest in innovative projects for its own navy, 
we can further expand our role within 
European naval construction. That's good for 
the Netherlands' strategic role, which fits in 
with the Defence Industry Strategy." 
 
The German added value and knowledge 
development also apply to Thales's mission 
systems acquired within the project. 
Approximately 70% is supplied by Thales's 
German branches in Kiel and 
Wilhelmshaven. This is done in close 
cooperation with numerous subcontractors. 
 
Gerben Edelijn, CEO of Thales Netherlands: 
"This historic contract for both the German 
Navy and Thales is a significant milestone in 
more than 50 years of cooperation, and 

confirms our worldwide leading position in the field 
of high-end naval mission systems. The women and 
men on board of these innovative frigates can rely 
on the latest technologies in the field of cyber 
defense, radar and fire control. The AWWS system, 
developed for the Netherlands and Belgian Navies, 
will soon also enable the German Navy to withstand 
threats of today and the coming decades." 
 
Damen, Lürssen, Blohm + Voss and Thales are 
delighted with the confidence that the German 
government places in it. The implementation of the 
project will begin soon and involves the delivery of 
four frigates between 2027 and 2031 for an amount 
of approximately 4.6 billion euros. There is also an 
option to supply two more frigates after 2032. 
 
 

Dutch naval shipbuilder Damen has won the 

selection process for the German Navy's new MKS 

180 frigates, shown here in an artist's rendering. 

(Courtesy of Damen) 
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Greece, France Sign Letter Of Intent for 

two Belh@rra / FDI 4,000 Tons Frigates 

 

On 10 October 2019, Greece and France signed 
yesterday a Letter of Intent for the acquisition of 
two Belh@rra / FDI frigates for the Hellenic Navy. 
The official announcement came as Greek 
Defense Minister Nikos Panagiotopoulos visited his 
French counterpart Florence Parly in Paris.  
Panagiotopoulos told to the press that there was “a 
long way to go” before an agreement is reached 
regarding the final (technical) configuration of the 
frigates. The FDI (Frégate de Defense et 
d’Intervention – Intervention and Defense Frigates) 
is the future class of frigate on order for the French 
Navy. Steel cut for the first ship of the class is now 
on October 25, 2019. France will also be operating 
5 FDI frigates known as the Amiral Ronarc’h-class.  

 

 

The first of class will be delivered in 2023 with an 
entry into active duty in 2025.  Naval Group plans 
on creating an Engineering Centre in charge of the 
design and development studies for future 
standards of the Belharra-class frigates, making 
Greece a European centre of excellence for naval 
warfare innovation. 

Beyond Naval Group, the FDI program will bring 
different actors from the French naval industry to 
invest in the country and develop partnerships with 
Greek companies, creating added-value and jobs 
for decades to come. The FDI program already 
fostered the rapprochement of the two naval 
sectors with the GICAN and SEKPY signing a 
Protocol of Agreement. 

 

LM proposal for “LCS Plus” frigate 

While most pundits referring to the Hellenic Navy’s 
need for new frigates talk about France and the 
proposed BELH@RRA class, the Americans are 
also quietly moving in this program.  On August 6, 
a letter was received from Lockheed Martin, at the 
office of Defence Minister N. Panagiotopoulos and 
at the General Director of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs’ office, in which the company makes known 
that the Greek program can be funded under the 
Foreign Military Sales (FMS) program and 
requests a meeting of the two parties. for further 
contacts. The US proposal relates to the Littoral 
Combat Ship deployed with the US Navy, known 
as the FREEDOM class. 

Certainly, this class in US service is a surface unit 
with less capable weapon systems for the size of 
the class, because the initial perception was that it 
was to be a cheap frigate to deal mainly with small 
naval threats, which were expected to operate in a 
littoral rather than blue-water environment. These 
frigates will precede the larger units precisely to 
face any threats and reduce the risks to the main 
task force. Lockheed Martin, proposes a heavier-
equipped configuration that will better meet Greek 
needs. So the base unit offered is the version of 
the Multi-Mission Surface Combatant designed to 
meet the needs of Saudi Arabia, which ordered 4 
such warships. 

The MMSC is larger in displacement than the 
FREEDOM class – over 4,000 tonnes – and is 3 
meters longer, a total of 118 meters because it has 
additional equipment to be able to perform both 
Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) and Anti-Aircraft 
Warfare (AAW) missions. 

Another priority for the Hellenic Navy is upgrading 
four MEKO-type frigates for which there is 
American interest. This foresees an upgrade of the 
four frigates by Lockheed Martin and the 
construction of four new MMCS frigates by 2025.  
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According to the Greek newspaper KATHIMERINI 
his scenario would foresee the upgrade of existing 
vessels and the construction of new ones at 
Greece’s Elefsina Shipyards at a cost of 4 billion 
euros. A second phase foresees the possible 
acquisition of four Israeli-designed corvettes in 
cooperation with Syros Shipyards.    

 

 Super Vita / Roussen-class fast attack 

craft missile (FACM)  

 

 

 

Hellenic Navy commissioned 6th Super Vita-class 
(Roussen-class) guided missile fast attacking craft 
“Karathansis (pennant number: P-78)” with a 
ceremony held at Scaramanga Naval Shipyard on 
28th July. Greece Ministry of Defence, Chairman of 
the Permanent Parliamentary Defense and Foreign 
Affairs Committee of Parliament, Chief of Staff of 
the Greek Armed Forces and Chief of the Hellenic 
Navy attended the ceremony. Greek Minister of 
Defence Nikolaos PanagiotopoulosGreece Minister 
of Defence Nikolaos Panagiotopoulos emphasized 
the importance of naval power of Greece in the 
Aegean Sea and Eastern Mediterranean region. 

“The powerful Armed Forces send a message to 
both enemies and allies: Although a peaceful 
country committed to the principles of international 
law and to the cooperation of peoples, Greece is 
able at any time to exercise its power over it. to 
defend its sovereign rights.” the minister said. 

The story of the Hellenic Navy’s Super Vita is 
complex and spans across many years: A contract 
for the construction of three modern missile boats 
was signed in January 2000. The construction took 
place at the Elefsis Shipyards, while Vosper 
Thornycroft (now BAE Systems Maritime) provided 
the design, logistical support and equipment for the 
ships. On August, 2003 and September, 2008 
options that provided the acquisition of four more 
vessels were activated with the last ship to be 
commissioned in 2015. 

 

On September 25, 2008, a 299 million Euro 
contract was signed between the Greek State and 
the Elefsis Shipyards for the construction of the 
two remaining vessels of the class, P-78 and P-79. 
In the meantime, Elefsis was still building some of 
the remaining vessels According to the contract, 
the delivery times of the two FACs were 46 months 
from the start of the contract for the first ship and 
52 months for the second. 

Due to serious financial problems of the shipyards 
and the Greek state, as well as a conflict of opinion 
with BAE Systems, there has been a 10-year delay 
in the construction of the two ships. When the  

Elefsis shipyard went bankrupt, the Hellenic navy 
took over the production line and the salaries of the 
shipyard workers to finish the construction of the 
last two ships of the class: The Navy was the 
manager and it was using the infrastructure and 
the personnel of the shipyards. The Roussen-class 
FACM are based a stretched variant of the 
successful Vita design in used with the navies of 
Qatar and Oman. They have a length of 62 meters, 
a of beam 9.5 meters, a draft of 2.6 meters for a 
full load displacement of 668 tons. They have a 
crew of 45 sailors and a maximum speed of 35 
knots. 

In terms of weapon systems, these FACM are 
fitted with a 76mm main gun, 8x MM40 Block 2 & 3 
anti-ship missiles, a RAM surface-to-air missiles 
launcher and 2x 30mm guns. First ship of the class 
P-67 Ypoploiarchos Roussen was launched in 
November 2002 and commissioned in December 
2005. Last ship of the class, P 79 will likely be 
launched next year. The name of the 6th and 7th 
vessels are yet to be official announced. They are 
fitted with early 2000s sensors and systems 
(MW08 3D G-band surveillance radar, Mirador EO 
sensor, Scout MkII radar and Tacticos combat 
management system all from Thales). It is not clear 
if the last two ships of the class will get upgraded 
systems. 

Submarine’s torpedo program  

The Hellenic Navy is looking to procure 36 21-inch 
(533 mm) heavyweight torpedoes for its four 
Papanikolis-class Type 214 submarines and sole 
Type 209 AIP-equipped submarine, HS Okeanos, 
to replace legacy AEG SUT and SST-4 torpedoes. 
The service originally launched the new-generation 
heavyweight torpedo acquisition program in 2002. 
The Whitehead Alenia Sistemi Subacquei (WASS) 
Black Shark heavy torpedo was originally selected 
for the requirement in 2003, but this was 
abandoned in 2004.Naval Group is looking to 
supply its F21 heavyweight torpedo to the Hellenic 
Navy, which has a requirement to equip its fleet of 
four Type 214 and one Type 209 submarines. The 
need is for 36x 21-inch (533 mm) heavyweight 
torpedoes to replace the ageing SUT Mod0 and  
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SST-4. Naval Group told Naval News it is prepared 
to propose a technical and commercial offer in the 
frame of the international tender which should be 
released by the Greek MOD. Naval Group has 
validated the seamless integration of the F21 
torpedo with the existing combat management 
systems of the Greek submarines. Naval Group is 
set to deliver the first batch of F21 heavyweight 
torpedoes to the French Navy (its launch 
customer) in November this year. They will be 
deployed aboard the new generation Barracuda 
type SSN. The contenders will likely include Atlas 
Elektronik with the DM2A4 Seahake Mod4, Naval 
Group with the F21 and Leonardo (ex-WASS) with 
the Black Shark. 

 

MH-60R Multi-Mission Helicopters 

The State Department has made a determination 
approving a possible Foreign Military Sale to the 
Government of Greece of MH-60R Multi-Mission 
Helicopters with support for an estimated cost of 
$600 million.  The Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency delivered the required certification notifying 
Congress of this possible sale on July 12, 2019. 

The Government of Greece has requested to buy 
up to seven (7) MH-60R Multi-Mission Helicopters 
equipped with ten (10) APS-l 53(V) Multi-Mode 
Radars (7 installed, 3 spares); eighteen (18) T700 
GE-401 C Engines (14 installed, 4 spares); seven 
(7) Airborne Low Frequency System (ALFS)           

 

(7 installed); ten (10) AN/ AAS-44C(V) Multi-
Spectral Targeting Systems (7 installed, 3 spares); 
eighteen (18) Embedded Global Positioning 
System/Inertial Navigation Systems with Selective 
Availability/Anti-Spoofing Module (SAASM) (14 
installed, 4 spares); one-thousand (1,000) 
AN/SSQ-36/53/62 Sonobuoys; two (2) AGM-114 
M36-E9 Captive Air Training Missiles (CATM); four 
(4) AGM-114Q Hellfire Training Missiles; one 
Hundred (100)  

Advanced Precision Kill Weapons System 
(APKWS) Rockets; thirty (30) MK 54 Torpedoes; 
twelve (12) M-2400 Crew Served Guns; and twelve 
(12) GAU-21 Crew Served Guns.  Also included 
are eighteen (18) AN/ARC-210 APX-1990A(C) 
Radios with COMSEC (14 installed and 4 spares); 
twenty-four (24) AN/AVS-9 Night Vision Devices; 
ten (10) AN/APX-123 Identification Friend or Foe 
(IFF) transponders (8 installed, 2 spares); spare 
engine containers; facilities study, design, and 
construction; spare and repair parts; support and 
test equipment; communication equipment; ferry 
support; publications and technical documentation; 
personnel training and training equipment; U.S. 
Government and contractor engineering, technical 
and logistics support services; and other related 
elements of logistical and program support. The 
estimated total case value is $600 million. 

This proposed sale will support U.S. foreign policy 
and national security objectives by helping to 
improve the security of a NATO ally, which is an 
important partner for political stability and  
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economic progress in Europe.  The MH-60R 
helicopters will bolster the Hellenic Navy’s ability to 
support NATO and remain interoperable with the 
U.S. and the NATO alliance.  

The proposed sale will improve Greece's capability 
to meet current and future threats.  The MH-60R 
Multi-Mission Helicopter will provide the capability 
to perform anti-surface and anti-submarine warfare 
missions along with the ability to perform 
secondary missions including vertical 
replenishment, search and rescue, and 
communications relay.  Greece will have no 
difficulty absorbing these helicopters into its armed 
forces. The proposed sale of this equipment will 
not alter the basic military balance in the region. 
The principal contractor will be Lockheed Martin 
Rotary and Mission Systems in Owego, New York.  
There are no known offset agreements in 
connection with this potential sale. Implementation 
of this proposed sale will require the assignment of 
five (5) additional U.S. Government personnel and 
five (5) contractor representatives to Greece. 
There will be no adverse impact on U.S. defense 
readiness as a result of this proposed sale. This 
notice of a potential sale is required by law and 
does not mean the sale has been concluded. 

 

Modernization of P-3 Orion Maritime 

Patrol Aircraft 

The government-to-government agreement 
between the United States and Greece was 
announced in 2015, providing for the re-activation 
of one Hellenic Navy P-3B Orion maritime patrol 
aircraft, which has been   delivered. This 
agreement also includes the modernization of four 
Hellenic Navy P-3B aircraft through the Mid-Life 
Upgrade (MLU) Program. 

MLU kits provide an extension of service life by 
15,000 flight hours. In addition, this contract 
provides for phased depot maintenance; a Greece 
indigenous mission integration and management 
system; new avionics; and other ancillary hardware 
and services. 

The P-3 Orion is the model in maritime patrol and 
reconnaissance aircraft, and is used for homeland 
security, anti-piracy operations, humanitarian relief, 
search and rescue, intelligence gathering, 
antisubmarine warfare and, recently, to assist in air 
traffic control and natural disaster relief support. 
The Hellenic Navy operated the P-3 fleet for 15 
years. Work on the Hellenic Navy P-3s is 
performed at HAI facilities in Greece, as well as at 
Lockheed Martin’s facilities in Marietta, Georgia, 
and Greenville, South Carolina. Lockheed Martin is 
the Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) of the 
P-3 Orion. 

 

 

The P-3 MLU and Avionics Modernization Program 
provides state-of-the-art operational advantages to 
the Hellenic Navy to not only support present 
mission requirements, but future ones as well. The 
domestic defense industry in Greece is providing 
30 percent of the overall program value, drawing 
considerable industrial, financial and technological 
benefits for the autonomous operation and support 
of the specific weapon system. 

On 17 May 2019 representatives from the Hellenic 
Navy, Lockheed Martin and Hellenic Aerospace 
Industry (HAI) hosted a ceremony on today at 
HAI’s facility near Athens, Greece, for the delivery 
of the first P-3B maritime patrol aircraft (interim 
solution aircraft) as part of the Hellenic Navy P-3B 
maritime patrol aircraft mid-life upgrade and 
modernization program implementation. 

 

CP Technologies contracted for work on 

Greek P3B Orion upgrades 

In January 2019, CP Technologies (formerly 
known as Chassis Plans) announced it has been 
awarded a contract to modernize and update the 
mission control computers in the P3B Orion aircraft 
used by the Hellenic Navy and Air Force.The 
contract was awarded to CP Technologies last 
year and was prototyped in 12 weeks. CP 
Technologies now said it would continue to support 
the program until the expiration of the contract in 
2025.The HAF had five P-3Bs that had been in 
service since 1996.  

Assigned to the 353 Squadron based at Elefsis 
near Athens, these aircraft had been in storage 
pending a decision on the proposed Mid Life 
Upgrades (MLU). The modernization plan is a 7-
year program and includes the maintenance and 
support of five of the six P-3B Orion turbo-prop 
aircraft transferred to Greece by the United States 
during 1991 and 1992. In 2014, the US State 
Department approved a Foreign Military Sale to 
Greece for P-3B aircraft overhaul and upgrade as 
well as associated equipment, parts, training and 
logistical support for an estimated cost of $500 
million. 

CP Technologies’ mission computers are used in 
the ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance) consoles onboard the aircraft 
and were designed to offer advanced computing 
technology in order to accommodate new ISR 
capabilities in the rough aircraft environment like 
Advance map rendering and GPS tracking, sensor 
and surveillance data analysis. The mid-life 
upgrade of the Greek P-3Bs is led by Lockheed 
Martin and Hellenic Aerospace Industry (HAI). 
Once they undergo the refit and upgrades, the P-
3Bs will each be fit for another 15,000 flight hours. 
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MEKO 200HN Hydra-

class frigates mid-life 

update (MLU) 
 

 
 
The Hellenic Navy (HN) is planning a mid-life update 
(MLU) of its four Blohm + Voss/Hellenic Shipyards-
built MEKO 200HN Hydra-class frigates, 
commissioned during the 1990s. The MLU is 
necessary to adapt the ships' capabilities to new 
operational requirements, including the need to 
contribute to multinational crisis-response 
operations in both littoral and open ocean waters 
and to meet emerging asymmetrical as well as 
conventional threats. An important factor in the 
selection of sub-systems for the MLU will be the 
need to establish as much commonality as possible 
with the combat and platform systems that are being 
introduced into the HN. The Hydra-class frigates will 
also be upgraded to be better equipped to serve as 
command-and-control platforms for task group-
sized operations. The electronic warfare capabilities 
of the four frigates would also be improved, with the 
acquisition of new systems being considered to 
overcome problems. 
 
The four Hydra class frigates of the Hellenic Navy of 
Greece are 3,200t frigates of the MEKO 200HN 
design. The first of the four, Hydra (F452) was built 
by Blohm and Voss in Hamburg and commissioned 
in November 1992 but suffered a serious fire while 
working up near Portland, England. Repairs were 
completed in 1993. The Greek built warships were 
delayed due to financial problems on the part of the 
Hellenic Shipyards completing in the late 1990s 

which also led to limiting the total number of vessels 
to four mainly after the acquisition of eight Kortenaer 
class frigates from the Netherlands in the late 
1990s.The other three are HS Spetsai (F453) was 
commissioned in October 1996, HS Psara (F454) in 
April 1998 and HS Salamis (F455) in December 
1998. 
 

In 2007, an upgrade of the STIR fire 
control system to allow the firing of the 
RIM-162 ESSM surface-to-air missile 
was launched. Salamis was the first to 
be upgraded and, in August 2008, 
successfully completed a live firing test. 
The other three Hydra vessels were 
upgraded during 2008. 
 
On April 25, 2018 the Greek defense 
minister Panos Kammenos announced 
that the modernization of the four 
vessels is in progress but without 
presenting any further details about the 
program. According to some reports the 
available funding is only 100 million Euro 
(the Navy had proposed a mid-life 
modernization program with a cost of 
400 million). 
 
Considered candidates are the French 
Naval Group, Lockheed Martin Canada 
and THALES from the Netherlands.  

 
SETIS® scalable combat system is the direct 
outcome of Naval Group’s long experience 
designing integrated, multisession combat systems. 
Standing as the latest generation combat systems 
while already combat proven, SETIS® has been 
developed within framework of the French Navy’s 
heavily-armed frigate programme (FREMM). It 
clearly fits the GOWIND® class corvettes of the 
Malaysian and the Egyptian Navies, and designed 
to meet the request for heavily-armed surface 
combatants.SETIS®: multifunction combat 
management system guaranteeing rapid response 
to threats. Highly versatile, SETIS® meets all 
operational requirements by covering a very wide 
spectrum of missions and delivering unrivalled 
performances in all warfare domains. Easy-to 
operate and user-friendly, SETIS® captures the 
best of Naval Group’s continuous improvement 
process aimed at optimizing system operational 
management and resilience. 
 
Lockheed Martin Canada that has signed a 
contract for the upgrade of the Royal New Zealand 
Navy’s two Anzac-class frigates, is one of the 
candidate companies interested in upgrading the 
four Hydra class frigates of the Hellenic Navy.  
Lockheed Martin Canada’s CMS 330 combat 
management system was initially developed for 
Canada’s Department of National Defence and  
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then modified for the Royal New Zealand Nav.  In 
addition, CMS upgrades, the frigates will also be 
receiving MBDA’s Sea Ceptor vertical launched, 
active Common Anti-Air Modular Missile (Maritime) 
– CAMM(M) which will replace the current RIM7P 
NATO Seasparrow missile system. 
 
With its certified openness and scalability of the 
underlying architecture, Thales can deliver a 
modular Combat Management System, 
TACTICOS. Based on a recognized fire control 
capability worldwide, TACTICOS combines Combat 
Operations and Maritime Security Operations in one 
CMS. Open standards technology and a massive 
amount of subsystems interface implementations 
make TACTICOS the core of the mission solution. 
With new looks and new features which are carefully 
designed for mission packages and are released 
according to the TACTICOS roadmap. 
 
 
 
 
 

For countering aerial threats including incoming 
surface-to-surface guided missiles 
 
 the Rheinmetall Oerlikon Millennium Gun is a 
state-of-the-art 35mm automatic cannon that is also 
in-service with the German C-RAM system MANTIS 
(Modular, Automatic and Network capable 
Targeting and Interception System). It is 
characterized by a very high rate of fire (1,000 
rounds per minute) as well as extreme precision. It 
is specifically designed to fire Rheinmetall’s 
pioneering Ahead ammunition. The combination of 
firepower and precision ensures a high degree of 
lethality, even when engaging multiple targets at 
long ranges of engagement. 
 
Estimated budget is in the area of 150 million euro.  
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US and NATO Diplomatic 
Efforts for Dialogue and 
De-escalation of the 
situation in the Eastern 
Mediterranean 
 

 

• Secretary Pompeo’s Call with 

NATO Secretary General 

Stoltenberg 

 
Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo spoke today 
(27 September 2020) with NATO Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg to discuss Transatlantic 
cooperation, the situation in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, and the importance of NATO 
Alliance unity.  Secretary Pompeo welcomed the 
September 22 announcements by the leaders of 
Greece and Turkey of the resumption of exploratory 
talks and urged the need to reduce tensions. 
 
 

• NATO Secretary General 

discusses Eastern Mediterranean 

with Prime Minister Mitsotakis 

 
As part of his regular consultations with Greek and 
Turkish leaders, NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg spoke by telephone with Greek Prime 
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis on Thursday (24 
September 2020) about the Eastern Mediterranean. 
 
The Secretary General welcomed the recent 
announcement that Greece and Turkey will hold 
exploratory diplomatic talks. He stressed the 
importance of resolving the situation in a spirit of 
Allied solidarity and in accordance with international 
law. 
 
Military delegations from Greece and Turkey have 
met multiple times at NATO Headquarters in 
Brussels to create de-confliction mechanisms to 
prevent incidents and accidents at sea or in the air. 
The Secretary General noted the progress made in 
the talks, stressing that NATO is an important 
platform for consultations on issues of shared 
security. 
 
This call followed the Secretary General’s recent 
discussion on the Eastern Mediterranean with 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan on 
Wednesday (23 September 2020). 
 

• NATO Secretary General 

discusses situation in Eastern 

Mediterranean with President 

Erdogan 

 
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg spoke 
by telephone with Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan on Wednesday (23 September 2020) 
about the situation in the Eastern Mediterranean. 
 
The Secretary General reiterated the importance of 
dialogue and de-escalation, and stressed that the 
situation must be resolved in a spirit of Allied 
solidarity and in accordance with international law. 
 
Military delegations from Turkey and Greece have 
met six times at NATO Headquarters in Brussels as 
part of an Alliance-led initiative to establish de-
confliction mechanisms to prevent incidents and 
accidents at sea or in the air. 
 
The Secretary General noted that progress has 
been made in the talks, stressing that developing 
de-confliction mechanisms between militaries is a 
natural role for NATO. 
 
Mr. Stoltenberg also welcomed yesterday’s 
announcement that Turkey and Greece will hold 
exploratory diplomatic talks. 
 
As part of his regular consultations with the leaders 
from Turkey and Greece, the Secretary General is 
scheduled to speak to Greek Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis on Thursday (24 September 
2020). 

• Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

announcement on the resumption 

of Exploratory Talks between 

Greece and Turkey 

Greece and Turkey have agreed to hold the 61st 
round of exploratory talks in Istanbul, in the near 
future - Tuesday, 22 September 2020 

• Readout of Call between President 

Trump and Prime Minister 

Mitsotakis 

On 26 August 2020, President Donald J. Trump 
spoke with Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis of 
Greece. President Trump expressed concern over 
increased tension between NATO allies Greece and 
Turkey in the Eastern Mediterranean. President 
Trump reaffirmed that Greece and Turkey must 
commit to dialogue, which is the only path to 
resolving their differences. The two leaders also 
discussed important bilateral and regional issues. / 
Judd Deere, White House Deputy Press Secretary 
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 Military de-confliction 
mechanism between 
Greece and Turkey  
Following a series of technical meetings between 
the Military Representatives of Greece and Turkey 
at NATO Headquarters in Brussels, a bilateral 
military de-confliction mechanism was established 
on Thursday (1 October 2020). The mechanism is 
designed to reduce the risk of incidents and 
accidents in the Eastern Mediterranean. It includes 
the creation of a hotline between Greece and 
Turkey, to facilitate de-confliction at sea or in the air. 

The technical military de-confliction talks, which 
began in early September, were initiated by NATO 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg after high-level 
contacts with both Greece and Turkey. Mr. 
Stoltenberg said, “I welcome the establishment of a 
military de-confliction mechanism, achieved through 
the constructive engagement of Greece and Turkey, 
both valued NATO Allies. This safety mechanism 
can help to create the space for diplomatic efforts to 
address the underlying dispute and we stand ready 
to develop it further. I will remain in close contact 
with both Allies.” 

Military de-confliction between Allies is a role NATO 
has played before. In the 1990’s, NATO helped 
establish a similar mechanism in the region, which 
was effective in helping to reduce tensions and 
provide the space for broader diplomatic talks. 

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg is 
planning to visit Athens and Ankara next week, as 
part of efforts to negotiation a co-called 
“deconflicting” mechanism between the two NATO 
allies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stoltenberg will be coming to Athens on Tuesday, 
October 6, where he will hold talks with Prime 
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis and the ministers for 
Foreign Affairs and Defense, Nikos Dendias and 
Nikos Panagiotopoulos. 

His visit to the Greek capital will come a day after he 
meets with Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu and other government officials in 
Ankara. 

Greece and Turkey are both members of the 
Atlantic alliance but their own relations have 
plunged to new lows in recent weeks in a dispute 
over maritime borders and gas exploration. 

Tensions have begun to recede, after Germany led 
a European diplomatic outreach and Stoltenberg’s 
NATO helped the neighbours set up a military 
hotline to head off accidental clashes. 

But tensions are still high, and EU leaders recent 
meeting in Brussels warned that Turkey could 
eventually face sanctions if its “provocations” 
persist. Greece and Turkey are both members of the 
Atlantic alliance but their own relations have 
plunged to new lows in recent weeks in a dispute 
over maritime borders and gas exploration. 

Tensions have begun to recede, after Germany led 
a European diplomatic outreach and Stoltenberg’s 
NATO helped the neighbours set up a military 
hotline to head off accidental clashes. 

But tensions are still high, and EU leaders recent 
meeting in Brussels warned that Turkey could 
eventually face sanctions if its “provocations” 
persist. 
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 Secretary 
Pompeo Travels 
to Greece to 
Advance 
Security, Peace, 
and Prosperity 
“The alliance between our 
two countries is stronger and 
more important than ever.”  

Secretary Pompeo, March 25, 2020 

Secretary Pompeo will travel to Thessaloniki and 
Crete, Greece, September 28-30, 2020, where he 
will meet with Prime Minister Mitsotakis and Foreign 
Minister Dendias to renew our shared commitment 
to advance security, peace, and prosperity in the  

Eastern Mediterranean and Western Balkans, as 
well as celebrate the strongest U.S.-Greek 
relationship in decades.  The United States and 
Greece proudly cooperate on a wide range of areas, 
including defense and security, trade and 
investment, energy, counterterrorism and law 
enforcement, and people-to-people efforts to bring 
our citizens closer together.  Greece’s upcoming 
bicentennial in 2021 offers an opportunity to 
celebrate the shared democratic values that so 
many Greeks and Americans have pledged to 
uphold and defend and that have made us stronger 
together. 

THE U.S.-GREECE ALLIANCE IS MOVING FORWARD AT 
TOP SPEED 

Greece is a critical partner with which the United 
States shares key strategic goals. The United 
States considers Greece a pillar of stability in the 
Eastern Mediterranean and the Western Balkans 
and a vital partner in bolstering security and 
prosperity in the region.  We are committed to 
supporting Greece’s security, prosperity, and  

continued democracy. We have achieved a great 
deal since launching the first U.S.-Greece Strategic 
Dialogue in Washington in December 2018, and we 
look forward to hosting the 2021 Strategic Dialogue 
in Washington. This Dialogue is a testament to our 
two countries’ intensive and constructive 
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 engagement in regional cooperation, defense and 
security, trade and investment, energy, law 
enforcement and counterterrorism, and people-to-
people ties. 

The United States is working together with Greece 
and other regional Allies and partners in the Eastern 
Mediterranean to advance stability, security, and 
prosperity. We are also working with Greece on 
expanding regional cooperation, including through 
the “3+1” diplomatic mechanism with Greece, 
Cyprus, and Israel. 

The United States is helping Greece protect its 
vulnerable population of asylum seekers and 
migrants by providing nearly $5 million in assistance 
to UNHCR, IOM, and UNICEF this year to help fight 
the spread of Covid-19. 

OUR BILATERAL ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP IS GROWING 

The United States and Greece continue to expand 
our robust bilateral economic relationship. In 2019, 
U.S. exports to Greece increased to $1.44 billion (up 
by more than $350 million from 2018).  Total goods 
trade between our countries reached $2.95 billion in 
2019, an increase of $265 million from the prior 
year.  S. exports of goods and services to Greece 
totaled $3.2 billion in 2019, up $240 million (8 
percent) from 2018, and imports from Greece were 
$5.8 billion, up $345 million (6 percent) from 2018. 

Together the United States and Greece are 
investing in the future by developing Thessaloniki as 
a gateway to the Balkans for investment and trade. 
For example, Pfizer recently opened a 200-
employee research and development facility in 
Thessaloniki, and Cisco announced that it would 
invest $11-14 million to develop an innovation 
center. 

We are pleased with the progress the Greek 
government is making on 5G security and that its 
efforts to advance its digital transformation and 
safeguard its citizens’ privacy were complemented 
by the far-sighted decision of Greece’s largest 
cellular network provider, COSMOTE, to build its 5G 
network exclusively with trusted vendor Ericsson. 

U.S.-GREEK COOPERATION PROMOTES REGIONAL 
PEACE AND STABILITY 

Greek cooperation enhances Greece’s ability to 
promote peace and stability, from the Balkans to the 
Eastern Mediterranean. 

Our 2019 revised and expanded Mutual Defense 
Cooperation Agreement (MDCA) has enabled us to 
expand bilateral activities at Larissa and 
Stefanovikio, to sustain increased cooperation at 
Naval Support Activity Souda Bay, and to receive 

assured access at the Port of Alexandroupoli. The 
MDCA allows for mutually beneficial infrastructure 
improvements and increased collaboration with 
Greece and our NATO Allies. 

We applaud Greece for reaching its NATO 
commitment of two percent of GDP on defense 
investment, and we encourage Greece to meet its 
commitment to dedicate 20 percent of that defense 
spending to major equipment purchases in support 
of common defense in Europe. 

Greece is key to Europe’s energy diversification, 
including growing supplies of U.S. liquefied natural 
gas (LNG). As a hub for new infrastructure that will 
diversify Europe-bound natural gas routes and 
supplies, Greece’s role in regional energy 
diversification will increase as the U.S.-supported 
floating storage regasification unit comes online in 
Alexandroupoli.  Together, we can break the 
malevolent monopoly that Russia’s Gazprom has 
used over many years to threaten much of Europe. 

THE BOND BETWEEN OUR PEOPLES IS ENDURING 

Strong people-to-people ties—including diverse 
exchanges and collaborations—form the bedrock of 
our relationship with Greece and bring us closer 
together. During these challenging times, as we 
face the Covid-19 pandemic and contend against 
malign forces that try to weaken our bonds, the ties 
between our peoples give us the strength to prevail. 

Our young people are increasingly studying abroad, 
further strengthening the ties between our two 
countries. The number of Greek students studying 
in the United States increased by more than five 
percent during the 2018/19 academic year, while 
the number of U.S. students in Greece increased 20 
percent in the year prior.  Greece is now ranked 14th 
globally for U.S. study abroad. 

Since 1948, more than 5,500 Greeks and 
Americans have crossed the Atlantic to serve as 
Fulbright scholars, researchers, students, and 
teaching fellows. 
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 Secretary Michael R. 
Pompeo And Greek Prime 
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis 
Joint Press Statements After 
Their Meeting 

PRIME MINISTER MITSOTAKIS: (Via translator) Ladies 
and gentlemen, dear friends, it is with great pleasure 
that we’re welcoming here in Crete the Secretary of 
State of the U.S. Mike Pompeo.  It is his second visit 
to Greece in the past months, and following my trip 
to the U.S. in last January and my meeting there 
with President Trump.  So I fully endorse his 
statement that the relations of our two countries 
have never been as close and productive as today.  
There are relations that go across all levels. 

I’m also glad that my friend, the Secretary of State, 
will be hosted here in my home place, Chania, 
Crete, in Crete – on Crete island, because it is on 
this island that both Greece’s and – the heart of 
Greece and the Eastern Mediterranean beat, but 

also the strong heartbeat of the U.S.-Greek 
cooperation.  It is not by chance that we are 
delivering these statements from 115 wing of our air 
force, and earlier we visited the U.S. NSA base and 
the Greek frigate Salamis and pier K14.  Souda is 
thus most becoming most strategic part of the 
region where the interests of both our countries 
converge with those of security and peace.  Here on 
its ground, allied forces and communications are 
deployed.  On its water, joint exercises are taking 
place.  And quite soon, as the Secretary of State will 
soon tell you, Souda will become the berthing place 
of USS Hershel Williams, one of the largest ships of 
the U.S.  And on – in Souda and Crete, above them 
are in the skies both Greek and U.S. aircraft will be 
flying as guarantors of stability.  It is no accident, or 
it’s not by chance that we have Greek aircraft and 
U.S. aircraft flying, sharing the same runway. 

The upgraded Mutual Defense Cooperation 
Agreement between Greece and the U.S. is 
expanding its actions and activities to the area of the 
defense industry, spearheaded by the 
modernization of F-16 aircraft, as well as joint 
programs and projects, and U.S. investments in 
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 Greek shipyards.  It has also expanded in other 
areas and fields.  For instance, the area of the – the 
gate of Alexandroupoli, which is developing into a 
U.S. gas transport hub to the continental Eastern 
and Central Europe, where as you know in 
Alexandroupolis a floating storage and 
regasification unit is being constructed.  It is a unit 
where LNG will be regasified at the same time as 
the port is being privatized, as will the Port of 
Kavala. 

Now, Mr. Pompeo with the ministries of foreign 
affairs and development discussed about all these 
issues yesterday in Thessaloniki and signed a very 
important bilateral agreement – agreement, rather, 
on bilateral PPPs in the area of innovation.  This is 
yet another proof of the leading role of Greece in 
Balkans – in Balkans, where Greece is making a 
dynamic comeback after almost 10 years. 

Our peninsula is a geographic area where a lot of 
U.S. and Greek interests converge.  For instance, 
Thessaloniki has been and will always be a dynamic 
springboard. 

I have a chance to find out about the readiness of a 
U.S. investments infrastructure, energy, and digital 
technology myself when I had talks recently with the 
head of the International Development Finance 
Corporation, the DFC, that recently paid a visit to 
Greece and is the state agency for U.S. investments 
abroad. 

Now, we both drew a conclusion that, as our friends 
and interlocutors say, the sky’s the limit regarding 
what we can achieve together. 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is however clear that in our 
– our discussions, rather, are – continue to be 
dominated by security issues in the Eastern 
Mediterranean.  It is a very sensitive area that has 
been recently tried by Turkey’s aggressiveness with 
provocative actions outside the realm of 
international law with unnecessarily extreme 
rhetoric, which dangerously escalates tensions, as 
well as manipulative tactics that often fail to 
corroborate the honesty of its intentions.  In other 
words, actions that are contrary to the values of the 
Western World and which unfortunately Ankara 
continues to pursue on the waters of Cyprus, as you 
yourself, Mr. Secretary, have a chance to realize 
when you visited Nicosia recently. 

I presented – I and my ministers presented the U.S. 
delegation with the Greek positions which I believe 
are fully aligned with the latest statements of the 
State Department.  And if I had to sum them up in 
four words, I would say:  No to unilateral actions.  
The Greek response to all provocations is always 
the defense of our national rights.  It is a response, 
however, which is always accompanied with good 

neighborly initiatives, such as the recent 
agreements signed on maritime zones with Italy and 
Egypt, as well as the iconic establishment of the 
East Mediterranean Gas Forum.  It is a policy that is 
in fact welcomed by all our neighbors and allies – 
Cyprus, France, Israel, Egypt, the European Union, 
which is going to consider its relations with Ankara 
in the forthcoming summit council to take place in 
the next two days, and the Arab world – I would say 
the entire international community.  Because at a 
time when old enemies are becoming friends, as in 
the case of Israel with the United Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain, there should be no surging waves of 
threats and rivalry in the Mediterranean.  It is, after 
all, a sea of strategic importance for the U.S. as well, 
as it clearly set out in the East Med Act.  It is also a 
key area for global stability. 

It is with pleasure that I found out that Mr. Pompeo 
shares our positions.  He understands that tensions 
between two NATO member-states is not to 
anybody’s interest, and it is faced with an arbitrary 
action that is torpedoing a priori any dialogue in 
good faith and that international law should be 
everybody’s compass.  He knows – he’s well aware 
of our readiness, our readiness for exploratory 
contacts that we hope that are going to be resumed 
shortly, as well as the technical process which is 
underway within NATO. 

I am therefore cautiously optimistic that the time of 
diplomacy has come now.  Mr. Secretary of State, 
dear friend Mike, my visit – your visit here has forged 
another strong link to the historic ties that bind 
Greece and the U.S., opening up new prospects for 
multi-level collaboration between our countries.  I 
am sure – I’m certain – that you personally derive 
new force from Crete in order to serve the great 
ideals that made your country great – that is, 
freedom, equality, and justice. 

We will be celebrating the 200th anniversary of the 
Greek independence revolution shortly, a revolution 
that was inspired by the American War of 
Independence.  And I believe that is going a good 
opportunity to take stock of all the common 
initiatives that have been achieved or will be 
achieved or have been launched.  I wish you a 
pleasant stay on our islands, and good and 
productive – and good, productive talks.  Welcome 
once again.  

SECRETARY POMPEO:  Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister.  
Thanks for the kind words, and good afternoon to 
everyone assembled here today.  Last night, Prime 
Minister Mitsotakis so graciously hosted my wife 
Susan and me in his beautiful family home.  It was 
a wonderful time.  I want to thank you and Mareva 
for being such gracious hosts, and I hope that we 
can return your kindness one day before too long. 
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 I think it’s very safe to say that the relationship 
between our two countries is at an all-time high.  It’s 
getting stronger.  It’s evident by the conversations I 
had with the foreign minister yesterday and with the 
prime minister and his team today.  It’s also evident 
from the historic set of engagements between the 
Trump administration and the administration of  

Prime Minister Mitsotakis.  This is the first time that 
the Secretary of State has visited Greece twice, and 
my team spends an awful lot of time here, too.  You 
talked about Mr. Boehler and the DFC, who came 
here. 

Yesterday I was in Thessaloniki – another first for a 
Secretary of State – to meet with the foreign 
minister, Foreign Minister Dendias.  I also met with 
the Greece and North Macedonian energy officials, 
talked to CEOs about regional integration, talked 
about opportunities for economic development 
throughout Greece, and we’ve already seen 
fantastic work.  I know there’s more to follow.  We’ve 
had great American companies like Pfizer and Cisco 
and Deloitte come to invest here in Greece and 
create opportunities for their companies as well as 
for Greek businesses and the people of Greece as 
well.  Their expanding presence is deeply consistent 
with the prime minister’s welcome embrace of 
economic reform and openness all across the globe. 

I would note, too, that the foreign minister and I also 
addressed the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh, where 
both sides must stop the violence and work with the 
Minsk Group co-chairs to return to substantive 
negotiations as quickly as possible. 

It was also very special for me to be able to pay 
tribute to Thessaloniki’s storied Jewish history and 
commemorate Yom Kippur during my tour of the 
Jewish museum there.  It was indeed a sobering 
reminder of the necessary work that we must 
continue to do to fight anti-Semitism and educate 
young peoples about the history and the evils of the 
Holocaust.  In that respect, I’m looking forward to 
seeing Greece preside over the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance in the year 2021. 

But to the business of today.  Today I’m in Crete to 
showcase one of America’s strongest military 
relationships throughout all of Europe.  We, the 
Americans, look to Greece as a true pillar for 
stability and prosperity in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, and we are incredibly proud to 
support its leadership.  Our security cooperation has 
grown tremendously – indeed, by leaps and bounds 
– we were talking about today with the minister of 
defense in the (inaudible). 

We’re working to advance things that we did about 
a year ago with the Mutual Defense Cooperation 
Agreements.  It’s come to life here in Crete, in 

Larissa, in Stefanovikeio, in Alexandroupoli.  Today 
I have an announcement that the prime minister 
foreshadowed, where the USS Hershel “Woody” 
Williams, the U.S. Navy’s newest expeditionary sea 
base, will call here – will call Souda Bay home.  It’s 
literally the perfect choice in light of the facility’s 
strategic location and it’s symbolic of a defense 
partnership that will continue to expand and to grow. 

Our security cooperation today is especially 
important as Russia continues to destabilize the 
region, especially in Libya, where the U.S. calls for 
the withdrawal of all foreign military forces and 
support for military de-escalation and for Libyan 
reconciliation. 

The prime minister and I also agreed to explore 
closer cooperation to overcome challenges that 
Russia poses through malign influence activities 
such as the spread of disinformation on the 
pandemic and trying to co-opt the Orthodox 
Church.On energy, we had a great discussion 
yesterday.  I reiterated the United States support for 
Greece’s ongoing efforts to diversify energy routes 
and supplies throughout the region.  Free markets 
should make decision about energy supplies 
instead of Russia’s Gazprom. 

The U.S. also believes deeply that development of 
the Eastern Mediterranean should promote 
cooperation and provide a foundation for the 
durable energy security and economic prosperity of 
the entire region.  We strongly support dialogue 
between NATO allies Greece and Turkey and 
encourage them to resume discussion of these 
issues as soon as possible.  I spoke with Secretary-
General Stoltenberg just two days ago on the 
progress being made at NATO, and we hope that 
these talks can continue in a serious way. 

Finally, I raised the Chinese Communist Party’s 
attempts to use economic power here and, in the 
region, to gain strategic leverage over European 
democracies.  We are very proud that Prime 
Minister Mitsotakis and his team are developing and 
promoting Greece’s digital frontier, including on 5G, 
and we’re happy that they have joined the Clean 
Network as well. 

Prime Minister Mitsotakis, I can’t say thank you 
enough.  Your team has been most gracious.  
Thanks for another outstanding visit here to get a 
chance to be in Greece and be with the Greek 
people as you celebrate 200 years, a most welcome 
anniversary for a truly shining light in the region and 
a great partner and friend of the United States of 
America.  Thank you all very much. 
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USS Hershel 
“Woody” 
Williams returns 
to Souda Bay 
 
The Expeditionary Sea Base USS Hershel “Woody” 
Williams (ESB 4), on a regularly scheduled 
deployment to the U.S. Naval Forces Africa area of 
responsibility, returned in port Souda Bay, Greece, 
for a routine logistics stop, Sep. 1, 2020. 
This is Hershel "Woody" Williams second visit to 
Souda Bay. The ship previously arrived in port 
Souda Bay, Greece for a scheduled logistics stop, 
Aug. 18th and got underway Aug. 20 to conduct 
scheduled interoperability training with regional 
forces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams is conducting integration 
and familiarization training in the Mediterranean as 
it prepares for its U.S. Forces Africa mission set and 
is not in response to any current situation. 
  
While in the region, the ship will support operations 
with allies and partners in the Mediterranean, and 
the waters around East, South and West Africa, to 
include the Gulf of Guinea. This ship is a key 
element in integration between U.S Navy and 
Marine Corps operations, especially Marine aviation 
and support to amphibious operations. Other 
operations and training the ship can conduct include 
support to special operations, command and 
control, and staging of equipment and other assets 
as directed. 
 
Naval Support activity Souda Bay serves as a naval 
logistics hub for U.S. 6 Fleet, providing support to 
U.S. warships and logistics ships in the region. 

U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa and U.S. 6th Fleet, 
headquartered in Naples, Italy, conduct the full 
spectrum of joint and naval operations, often in 
concert with allied and interagency partners, in 
order to advance U.S. national interests and 
security and stability in Europe and Africa. 

 

USS Hershel “Woody” Williams arrives in port Naples, Italy 
(Photo by U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet 
Public Affairs) 
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Speech Delivered by the 
Minister of National Defence 
Nikolaos Panagiotopoulos at 
the “24th Roundtable with the 
Government of Greece”, 
organized by the 
“Economist”. 
 

 
 
Mr. Panagiotopoulos participated in the session: 
“Security challenges: Reducing tension – Migratory 
flows, epidemics, geopolitical insecurity: how do 
they affect Security”. Interventions were also made 
by the Cypriot Minister of National Defence Mr. 
Charalambos Petrides and the Ambassador of the 
US to Greece Mr. Geoffrey Pyatt. 
 
The speech delivered by the Minister of National 
Defence is the following: 
 
NIKOLAOS PANAGIOTOPOULOS: “Minister, 
Ambassador, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is a great honour for me to participate in today’s 
discussion organized by the “Economist” in the 
context of the conference, and to share my thoughts 
with my dear colleague, the Minister of Defence of 
the Republic of Cyprus Mr. Charalambos Petrides, 
and my friend, the Ambassador of the United States 
Mr. Geoffrey Pyatt, with whom I had the opportunity 
to closely collaborate and further develop the, 
already close, defence relation between Greece and 
the United States. This relation started producing 
visible results some time ago, and as time goes by, 
the results will be further confirmed and surfaced. 
The presence of distinguished guests to this 
conference is an honour. 
 
The connection of issues to the current geopolitical 
developments, as well as the originality of the 
included activities, make this year’s event a 
benchmark to the drawing of constructive 
conclusions and the promotion of the important role 
played by Greece in the Balkans and the 

Mediterranean, but also in the broader region, as a 
EU and NATO member. 
 
Last year, I talked about to “security challenges”. 
This year, I can refer to “security threats” which, one 
way or the other, have already emerged and inflict 
our reaction towards tackling them. In the context of 
this session’s issue, “Migratory flows, Pandemic. 
Geopolitical insecurity”, the question is how they 
affect security. I will reverse this, saying: How would 
they not affect the security environment? It is 
impossible for them to leave the security 
environment unaffected. 
 
For the first time since the end of the Cold War, the 
broader region of the Mediterranean – the East 
Mediterranean in particular – has become once 
more the source of a wide range of security 
challenges and risks; regional conflicts, flare-up of 
international terrorism, increase and promotion of 
aggressive Islamic fundamentalism and a number of 
other threats, some of which have hybrid and 
asymmetrical characteristics. The front in Syria and 
Libya, the refugee and migratory flows, the threat of 
international terrorism and the expanding 
extremism, form an explosive mixture of challenges 
and threats for Greece that is close to these 
hotbeds, to those regions of instability. 
Unfortunately, Turkey plays a negative role in the 
current situation. Wherever there is a hotbed, 
Turkey is somewhere around, in Syria, in Libya, in 
the East Mediterranean, off Cyprus island. 
 
With its aggressive behaviour which lies outside the 
framework of International Law, Turkey makes 
unsubstantial claims against the sovereign rights of 
Greece and Cyprus (two EU m-s and one NATO 
ally), which in the future may extend to more states 
in the region. At the same time, it promotes a 
constantly growing expansionist-revisionist policy, 
which puts in immediate danger the security and 
harmonious coexistence of the Mediterranean 
countries, maintaining tension at relatively high 
levels, challenging the European Union’s external 
borders, even generating tension within NATO. At 
the same time, it exploits – or it tried to exploit – 
migratory flows, aiming at promoting its geopolitical 
interests, “instrumentalising” and using refugees 
and immigrants as a bargaining chip in its talks with 
the EU, mainly for financial gain, but also as a 
destabilizing tool against Greece. We are all aware 
of last March’s events in the region of Evros. 
 
We had to deal with a situation that was taking place 
in terms of an “organized attempt for intrusion and 
violation of European and Greek borders”. We were 
forced to tackle this situation with great 
determination – as we had no alternative – and 
taking into account the protection of our own, which 
are also the European, borders. 
 
As far as the “Covid-19” strain is concerned, the 
pandemic redefined the concept of “security 
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 threats”; a threat of this size and nature, a threat 
which may even render an aircraft carrier inactive, 
may have immediate impact to the security 
environment. The international community had to 
review its outlook on what might be considered a 
threat at national and global level, due to the 
pandemic. However, the allies, the EU m-s, the 
NATO partners, we all came closer. We learned 
from each others experience, we tried to analyse the 
lessons learnt from tackling the pandemic, so as to 
be able to face the next phase, which is evolving. 
 
Greece naturally contributed to the overall effort to 
help the Healthcare system respond to this great 
challenge and pressure. Our first priority was to 
protect the Armed Forces personnel. Just like any 
other country, we wanted to keep our Armed Forces 
operational and prevent the pandemic from 
unsettling their operability. I believe that we were 
successful to a very good extent, as we simply took 
adequate measures in time, thus not disturbing the 
overall operation of the Armed Forces. 
 
As a conclusion, I would like to say that Greece 
develops initiatives in the broader region, in view of 
promoting security, stability and cooperation. We 
firmly believe that respect of the International Law 
and the principles of good neighbourly relations is a 
prerequisite to the relations among the countries in 
our broader region. Unfortunately, our neighbouring 
country’s behaviour does not correspond to such 
Principles, therefore having a destabilizing 
character. Risks are being formed and need to be 
tackled. 
 
One way to face these risks has two axes: 
Intensification of the diplomatic effort (which is 
already intense) with Defence Diplomacy, i.e. 
activation of the relations with our Allies, mostly at 
defence level. 
 
Reinforcement of the Armed Forces, simply trying to 
become stronger. This means a more intense, 
focused, smart and prioritized effort to reinforce the 
capabilities of all three Services of the Armed 
Forces, in order to amplify their deterrence power.  
“Yes” to diplomacy, yet also “yes” to the parallel 
effort of becoming militarily stronger. Practically, 
these are the two axes by which we respond to all 
the security challenges in our region, as well as in 
the broader area. 
 
At the end of the discussion session, Mr. 
Panagiotopoulos answered the following question: 
 
JOURNALIST: The question referred to a serious 
commitment made by the United States, in the form 
of investments, chiefly in the field of Defence.                
I would like to ask you about the Greek investments 
in the field of Defence. We had the recent 
announcement on the reinforcement of the Navy 
and the Air Force. I think that this will not be easy, 
particularly in times of financial restrictions. 

 
To what extent can this investment be financially 
affordable? I can understand that there is a balance 
that needs to be kept. Are you satisfied from the 
support you have from the electorate, so as to be 
able to give priority to defence expenses? 
 
NIKOLAOS PANAGIOTOPOULOS: This is a very 
interesting question! My answer is that there are two 
aspects: On one side, there is the aspect of 
acquiring weapon systems, and the constant effort 
to improve the existing infrastructure. On the other 
hand, there is the reformation of the domestic 
defence industry. 
 
As far as the first aspect is concerned, the PM 
announced a series of interventions for the 
reinforcement of the Armed Forces’ capabilities. I 
would like to clarify that this is not a “thoughtless 
expenditure” worth 10 bn. It is a series of accurately 
calculated, prioritized and smart moves which 
largely respond to out needs. Therefore, we need to 
be very smart, selective and specific to our priorities, 
without deviating from what the PM announced, 
regarding the acquisition, but also the renewal of the 
existing systems. This is also a very important 
aspect of the overall equation. We shall not act 
lavishly, but deeply respecting the Greek people 
who finance all these armaments. This also 
conforms to our platform, as it was presented in the 
Greek Parliament, since the first moment I assumed 
the post of Defence Minister. These are things that 
need to be made in the long run, and step by step; 
we shall take the proper decisions, which will lead 
us to the desired outcome. 
 
The second aspect regards the Defence Industry. A 
country such as Greece, which has Armed Forces 
characterised by excellent operational capability 
and efficiency, needs to be supported by a powerful, 
productive and internationally competitive defence 
industry. This is the only way. There are some 
weaknesses from the past, especially since the time 
of the financial crisis; based on these givens, we 
participate in negotiations and discussions with 
potential strategic allies, so as to ensure the 
necessary boost for the achievement of our goal. 
For example, he had an important progress in the 
case of Elefsis, where a successful company of the 
field assumed the management and the future of the 
“Elefsis Shipyards”, giving them back their earlier 
prestige. 
 
Moreover, we have the case of the Hellenic Vehicle 
Industry at its final stage, which will soon produce 
results. As far as the Hellenic Aerospace Industry is 
concerned, we have many expectations, not only for 
the Hellenic Air Force, but maybe even for the 
prospect of making it an international hub for aircraft 
works in the broader area. All the above form a very 
distinctive strategic goal. We are working hard 
towards achieving it. It is not easy, time and effort 
are required, yet things will be better very soon. 



ANTI-TORPEDO COUNTERMEASURE 
SYSTEM FOR SURFACE SHIPS
The C310 is an anti-torpedo countermeasure system 
for surface face ships, designed to cope with current 
and future genera tion of active and/or passive 
torpedoes, wire or non wire-guided, launched alone or 
in salvo mode.

The expendable effectors are based on low cost, 
lightweight, high performance devices. Surface 
vessels deploy such devices during the course of pre 
determined evasive counter-manoeuvres, to maximize 
the ship survivability against modern torpedo attacks. 
C310 system is part of SURVIVAL, the most modern 
Anti-Torpedo Defence System.

THE SYSTEM

The C310 system includes two types of effectors 
- stationary jammers and mobile target emulators - 
and a launching system. This latter is composed of a 
Control Computer, junction boxes and two trainable 
launchers carrying a number of compressed air barrels. 

The number of barrels per launcher is 12 or 8, 
according to the customer’s operational requirement 
and the ship type. Each barrel is loaded with the 
relevant effector (Jammers or MTE) and consists of 
a launch tube, an air bottle and an electro-valve. The 
launcher is capable to launch the effectors at several 
hundreds metres from the ship.

The C310 effectors are basically the same as the ones 
of the C303/S system for submarine protection. Upon 
requirement, the effectors can be delivered as positive 
buoyant devices and be equipped with an acoustic 
locator (pinger), allowing their recovery at the end 
of the run and the possibility to be reused for several 
times for training purposes.

CONTROL COMPUTER

The Control Computer system, mounted in the 
ship’s Combat Centre, manages the deployment 
of countermeasures. The Control Computer carries 
out automatically the selection of type, number, 
deployment angle and range of the counter measures, 
and selects the underwater trajectory of the MTE.

C310

leonardocompany.com
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In addition, it suggests the best ship counter-
manoeuvre to perform, in order to optimize the 
survivability to the attack; it also displays the status 
of the launching tubes (loaded or not) and, through 
the link with the ship Torpedo Alert System, it 
automatically controls the launch sequence through 
launcher rotation, presetting of MTE and ejection 
signals to the air bottles. The Control Computer also 
displays the post-deployment scenario.

OPERATING MODALITIES

The jammer features a highly efficient transducer, 
covering the whole receiving bandwidth of any 
torpedo, with a switching power amplifier and 
high-energy density thermal battery. It generates a 
very high amount of energy spread over the entire 
reception band of the acoustic head of the torpedo. By 
emitting a high intensity broadband noise for a long 
time, the jammer masks the target echo as well as the 
target radiated noise, preventing target acquisition by 
any torpedo.

The jammers are maintained at the operative depth 
by an air bag, after the flight phase. The MTE must 
draw any acoustic torpedo away from its real target. 
To achieve the deception effect the MTE uses a 
sophisticated transponder to simulate a real target, 
generating in real time acoustic responses to any 
multi-frequency coded pulse emitted by the torpedo. 
The echo structure is identical to the one of a
real target (acoustic length, highlights).

During its underwater run the MTE also radiates 
noise, in order to simulate a moving target. The 
noise radiation is performed independently from the 
emulation function. MTEs feature, over a wide band, 
a constant target strength, and are compatible with 
the jammers presence, even at short distance. After 
the flight phase, the MTE perform their underwater 
trajectory at the operative depth.

STATUS

C303 is in service or under contract on all ships of 
French and Italian Navies, and of several other Navies 
around the World.

Exercise Version: ECS 101A
[Exercise Countermeasure System]

The ECS 101A Exercise Countermeasure System is 
an anti- torpedo countermeasure system in exercise 
version, designed to perform operational evaluation of 
torpedoes in presence of countermeasures. It provides 
for the deployment of stationary acoustic effectors, 
aimed at verifying the effectiveness of the defence 
system against an acoustic head or a real attacking 
torpedo.

The system is normally composed by the following 
main units:
 ▪ Countermeasure Control Equipment (CCE)
 ▪ Target Vessel GPS System (TVGS)
 ▪ 5x countermeasure Test Buoys (CTB)
 ▪ 3x exercise stationary Jammers
 ▪ 2x exercise stationary Decoys.

The control of the entire system is performed by 
the CCE. This equipment, installed on board a 
support vessel, commands the functionality of the 
countermeasures.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION
JAMMERS

Length    1299mm

Diameter    125mm

Weight    20kg

MOBILE TARGET EMULATOR

Length    1299mm

Diameter    125mm

Weight    21.5kg

For more information please email infomarketing@leonardocompany.com
Leonardo - Finmeccanica S.p.A.
Livorno Unit - Via di Levante, 48 - 57124 Livorno - Italy - Tel: +39 0586 840111 - Fax: +39 0586 854060
This publication is issued to provide outline information only and is supplied without liability for errors or omissions. No part of it may be reproduced or used unless 
authorised in writing. We reserve the right to modify or revise all or part of this document without notice.

2016 © Leonardo - Finmeccanica S.p.A. leonardocompany.com MM08735 9-16



 
 GREEK DEFENCE NEWS                September – October  2020  

  
ΙAI Makes History 
with its Heron UAV 
Landing at Ben 
Gurion Airport via 
Remote Control 
 
The Heron UAV is the first in the world to land at an 
international airport and integrate into the airspace 
alongside commercial flights 
 
The Heron, a UAV developed and built by Israel 
Aerospace Industries (IAI), landed today at Ben 
Gurion International Airport, becoming the first UAV 
to land in an international airport alongside 
commercial flights occupying civilian air space. The 
UAV took off from Ein Shemer Landing pad, landed 
at Ben Gurion, and flew back to Ein Shemer. The 
entire takeoff, flight, and landing were operated from 
the Ein Shemer control station. 
 
This historic landing proves the maturity and safety 
of IAI’s Long Runner operating system, which allows 
UAVs to take off and land automatically on long-haul 
routes (ranges of up to 1500 km and more) using 
satellite communications technology and a 
combination of accurate take-off and automatic 
landing capability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Heron has an extensive operational record 
during the many years it’s been in use by the Israeli, 
German, and other nations’ air forces and is 
designed to carry out longer strategic and tactical 
missions. It can withstand severe weather 
conditions, carry multiple payloads (sensors), and 
transmit real-time information to the forces and 
decision-makers in the field. The Heron UAV can 
carry cargo up to 290 kg and can be used for a 
range of civilian purposes as well. 
 
IAI EVP and General Manager of the Military Aircraft 
Group, Moshe Levy, said, “IAI's Heron UAV made a 
significant breakthrough today, landing for the first 
time at an international airport. The future of the 
world of aviation will need to allow unmanned aerial 
vehicles to land at civilian airports, and today this 
happened for the first time thanks to the hard and 
joint work of the Civil Aviation Authority of Israel and 
the Israel Airports Authority. This is a great 
achievement for IAI in the UAV arena.”  
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Participation in the 
International Military - 
Technical Forum 
«ARMYA 2020» in 
Moscow. 

 
 
  From Sunday 23 August 20 to Thurday 27 August 
20, a delegation of the GDDIA, headed by the 
General Director of the GDDIA, Lieutenant General 
(rtd) Theodoros Lagios (HAF) visited International 
Military-Technical Forum "ARMYA 2020", in 
Moscow, following an invitation from the Russian 
side. 
 
    During the visit, a tour of the stands of 
defense companies, which participated in 
the International Military-Technical Forum 
«ARMYA 2020», took place. 
 
    On Sunday, 23 August 20, a meeting 
was held between the General Director of 
GDDIA, Lieutenant General (rtd) 
Theodoros Lagios (HAF), with the Director 
of the Federal Service for Military-
Technical Cooperation of Russia, Mr. 
Dmitriy E. SHUGAEV 
 
    On Monday, 24 August, 20, the General 
Manager of GDDIA, Lieutenant General 
(rtd) Theodoros Lagios (HAF), during the 
tour of the International Military - Technical 
Forum, met with the General Manager of 
Rosoboronexport, Mr. Alexander. 

 
 
    On Tuesday, 25 August 20 a lunch was served at 
the Embassy of Greece in Moscow, between the 
Greek Ambassador to Moscow, Mrs. Ekaterini 
Nassika and the General Director of GDDIA, 
Lieutenant General (rtd) Theodoros Lagios (HAF), 
where views were exchanged concern the 
development of bilateral cooperation with Russia, 
especially in the field of Defence industry, as well as 
the results of the meetings at the International 
Military-Technical Forum "ARMYA 2020" 

 
    On Wednesday, 26 August, 20, the 
General Director of GDDIA,, Lieutenant 
General (rtd) Theodoros Lagios (HAF), met 
with the Deputy Minister of Defence and 
Secretary of Defense Products of the 
Ministry of Defense of Brazil, Mr. Marcos 
DEGAUT, Ph.D. and issues of bilateral 
cooperation were discussed. 
 
    On Wednesday, 26 August 20, the 
General Director of GDDIA, Lieutenant 
General (rtd) Theodoros Lagios (HAF) met 
with the Deputy Minister of Defence of the 
Russian Federation, in charge of 
International Relations, Colonel General 
 
 
 Alexander FOMIN. The two sides 
discussed issues of bilateral co-operation 
and exchanged views on current regional 

security issues. The meeting took place, in an 
atmosphere of friendship and trust, confirming the 
mutual willingness for further development, of 
Greek-Russian military cooperation. 
 
    Finally, during the International Military-Technical 
Forum «ARMYA 2020», all the necessary 
precautionary measures were taken against the 
dispersal of COVID-19. 
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NATO EXERCISE 
DYNAMIC MARINER 
BRINGS TOGETHER 7 
NATO NATIONS 
 
Seven NATO Allies are participating in the NATO 
exercise Dynamic Mariner-20 (DYMR20) off the 
coast of France. 
 
Exercise Dynamic Mariner tests NATO’s Response 
Force Maritime Component (NRF/M) and 
interoperability with NATO forces, enhancing 
flexibility and improving the ability to work together 
among Allied nations. It runs between 28 
September and 8 October 2020. 
 
The exercise brings together 31 surface ships, 1 
submarine, 3 maritime patrol aircraft and other air 
assets as well as personnel, from Belgium, France, 
Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, and the United 
States.DYMR20 is led by the NATO Maritime 
Command and involves Standing NATO Maritime 
Group Two (SNMG2) and Standing NATO Mine 
Countermeasures Group Two (SNMCMG2), two of 
NATO’s Standing Forces on active duty that 
contribute to the Alliance’s collective defence on a 
permanent basis. 
 
NATO's maritime strength lies in the ability of the 
Standing Forces and National Response Force 
elements to rapidly join with high readiness, high  
capability national forces and task groups. Regular 
training between these groups is a force multiplier 
and provides a collectively trained and 
interoperable capability that NATO can confidently 
deploy if necessary. 
 
The NATO Response Force (NRF) is a highly 
ready and technologically advanced, multinational 
force made up of land, air, maritime and Special 
Operations Forces (SOF) components that the 
Alliance can deploy quickly, wherever needed. 
 
Despite the challenges posed by COVID19 
pandemic, NATO’s resilience enables us to sustain 
our missions, operations and exercises in order to 
ensure safety and security of our Allied Nations. 
Some exercise elements such as in-person 
interactions have been scaled down due to the 
ongoing global pandemic. All our missions have 
robust procedures in place to protect our people 
and prevent the spread of COVID-19 virus. 
Because of these enhanced measures, we have 
not seen active transmission within any of NATO’s 
Standing Naval Forces. All our forces are able to 
continue conducting missions in a manner that 
takes precautionary measures, while still ensuring  

 
readiness. Our forces remain prepared, vigilant, 
and ready to act if called upon.Collective defence 
remains the Alliance’s greatest responsibility and 
deterrence is a core element of NATO’s overall 
strategy – preventing conflict and war, protecting 
Allies, maintaining freedom of decision and action, 
and upholding the principles and values it stands 
for.  
 
Story by Public Affairs Office at NATO Maritime Command 
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meeting was the presentation of  the 
company’s proposal regarding satellite 
communications. Orbit Communication 
Systems Ltd. develops, manufactures and 
supplies a wide range of superior 
performance communications equipment 
and communications solutions to serve 
Airborne, Maritime and Ground 
applications.  
Over 60 years of experience and a 
large installed base worldwide place Orbit as 
a world  provider of innovative Maritime 
Satellite Communications, Tracking 
& Telemetry Systems and Communication 
Management Solutions. 

 LOCKHEED MARTIN 

On 24 January 2011, representatives of 
LOCKHEED MARTIN made a presentation 
in the Hellenic National Defence General 
Staff regarding Airborne ISR Capabilities.  
Representatives from various responsible 
Bodies of HNDGS, HAGS, HNGS, HAFGS 
attended   the presentation. 

 RHODES & SCHWARZ 

On 25 January 2011, a meeting took place at 
the Hellenic Navy General Staff between 
competent officers from the General Staff 
and representatives of the German  company 
RHODES & SCHWARZ .  The aim of the 
meeting was the presentation of  the 
company’s proposal regarding applications 
for the Hellenic Navy’s Meko Class frigate 
upgrade project.  

 AEROPRECISION 

On 26  January 2011, a meeting took place 
at the Hellenic Air Force’s Support 
Command  between competent staff officers  
and  representatives of the US company 
AEROPRECISION. The aim of the meeting 
was the presentation of  the company’s 
proposal regarding logistic support of the 
Hellenic Air Force aicrafts.  
Aero Precision supports military aircraft, 
helicopters, ships, submarines, ground 

systems, avionics, electronic systems, and a 
range of other defense products. Aero 
Precision takes a leading role in joint 
country programs for military aircraft. Aero 
Precision is the premier logistic support 
organization for customers’ specific needs 
and provides specific solutions to their 
needs, and offering the spares, repair and 
overhaul services, training, test stands and 
technical manuals. Aero Precision have 
agreements with companies like Crane 
Aerospace, Hamilton Sundstrand, 
Honeywell, CEF & Texstars. 
 

 LMATTS LLC   

On 27 January  2011 a meeting took place at 
the premises of the General Directorate for 
Defense Investment and Armaments, 
between a Greek  delegation headed by the 
General Director                  Mr. Dimitrios 
Georgiopoulos and Mr.  Antonio Di Stefano, 
Director Contract LMATTS LLC  and Mr.  
Massimo Ghione Marketing & Commercial 
Senior Vice President,  Alenia Aeronautica 
S.p.A. The aim of the meeting was to 
discuss issues related to  004G/2003 and  
04/03, offsets  contarcts. Launched in 1997, 
the C-27J Spartan tactical transport aircraft 
incorporates the same propulsion system and 
advanced avionics as the C-130J Hercules 
Transporter. The C-27J has been developed 
by Lockheed Martin Alenia Tactical 
Transport Systems (LMATTS). LMATTS is 
a joint venture company based in Marietta, 
Georgia, which was set up by Lockheed 
Martin and Alenia Aeronautica, which is 
part of the Finmeccanica company of Italy.  

General Electric Military Propulsion 
Systems 

On  27 January   2011, a meeting took place 
at the Hellenic Navy General Staff between 
competent officers from the General Staff 
and  representatives of the company General 
Electric Military Propulsion Systems. The 
aim of the meeting was the presentation of  
the company’s proposal regarding LM2500 
marine gas  turbine  for the for the Hellenic 
Navy’ Meko Class frigate upgrade project.  




