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Armored Military 

Vehicles, the present 

and the future 

Armored military vehicle that is fitted with partial or 
complete armor plating for protection against 
bullets, shell fragments, and other projectiles. 
Armored vehicles for military use can move either 
on wheels or on continuous tracks. The tank is the 
principal fighting armored vehicle.  

Many countries have developed wheeled armored 
carriers to serve in a variety of roles, including 
infantry transport, reconnaissance, antitank 
defense, fire support, engineering, command and 
control, and medical evacuation. Wheeled vehicles 
generally have advantages over tracked vehicles in 
improved on-road performance, better fuel 
economy, and lower maintenance costs. They are 
therefore particularly useful in the type of 
peacekeeping and counterinsurgency operations 
that have grown more prevalent since the end of the 
Cold War. 

The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan quickly 
demonstrated the vulnerability of lightly armored 
vehicles to mines, rocket-propelled grenades, and 
improvised explosive devices (IEDs). The U.S. 
Army responded at first with improvisations, such as 
adding metal caging around the exterior of Stryker 
vehicles to cause incoming warheads to detonate 
prematurely, and by adding armor to its fleet of High 
Mobility, Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicles 
(HMMWVs, or Humvees). These adjustments failed 
to protect against the most lethal IEDs, especially 
those buried in roadways that attack the underside 
of a vehicle. To combat these threats, the U.S. Army 
and Marine Corps fielded thousands of Mine-
Resistant, Ambush-Protected (MRAP) wheeled 
armored vehicles. 

Infantry mobility vehicle (IMV) is a new name for the 
old concept of an armored car, with an emphasis on 
mine resistance. They are primarily used to protect 
passengers in unconventional theatres of war. IMVs 
generally designed to deflect mine blasts outwards, 
with additional crew protection features such as 
four-point seat belts, and seats suspended from the 
roof or sides of the vehicle. Many feature a remote 
weapon system. Usually four-wheel drive, these 
IMVs are distinct from 8-, 6-, and 4-wheeled APCs 
(such as the VAB), being closer in appearance to 
civilian armored money transporters. Rapid growth 
of the global armored vehicles market can be 
attributed to the increasing indigenous R&D 
activities undertaken to develop advanced designs  

of hybrid armored vehicles for enhanced border and 
maritime patrolling or ISR functions. Threats of 
cross-border terrorism, growing economies and 
subsequent increased military expenditures are 
driving demand for light or medium-sized armored 
vehicles. 

The global armored vehicles market size was 
valued at USD 15.96 Billion in 2018 and is projected 
to reach USD 21.97 Billion by 2026, registering a 
CAGR of 4.2% from 2019 to 2026.  

The introduction of unmanned fighting vehicles and 
the development of modular armored vehicles are 
expected to play a major role in the growth of 
Armored vehicle market size. The market has seen 
significant growth due to a growing emphasis on 
protecting soldiers from external and internal 
threats. Increasing awareness about commercial 
safety is also expected to drive the growth of 
Armored vehicle market size during the forecast 
period. 

Surge in militarization of law enforcement agencies, 
are expected to increase the Armored Vehicles 
Market size. Increased militarization encourages 
the use of military tactics and military equipment, 
which in turn stimulates market growth for the 
armored vehicles. Rising demand for bulletproof 
vehicles is expected to boost the armored vehicle 
market size.  

The development and deployment of unmanned 
armored vehicles offer remarkable potential for 
military operations since it can operate in a wide 
variety of high-risk situations. This widespread 
adoption for military operations is expected to 
increase the armored vehicles market size during 
the forecast period. 

RAND Europe was commissioned by the European 
Defence Agency (EDA) in October 2017 to conduct 
a study on collaborative opportunities relating to 
armored vehicles among participating Member 
States (pMS) of the EDA and partner countries.1 
The overarching goal was to support the EDA’s 
work in identifying new collaboration opportunities 
throughout the full life-cycle of armored vehicles 
(excluding main battle tanks – MBTs). This study 
constitutes part of a wider EDA effort to develop 
European defence capabilities and promote 
armaments cooperation. The study considered 
three categories of armored vehicles: • Armored 
tracked vehicles: Tracked vehicles (excluding 
MBTs) configured for any mission module. • 
armored wheeled vehicles: Wheeled 6x6 and 8x8 
vehicles configured for any mission module. • 
Protected transport vehicles: A combination of 
lighter 4x4 armored.  
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Hellenic Parliament ratified Extension of 

territorial waters in Ionian Sea  

On 20 January 2021, the Hellenic parliament 
approved draft bill on the extension of Greece's 
territorial waters from the current 6 nautical miles to 
12 nautical miles along its western coastline in the 
Ionian Sea. The law passed with 284 votes in favor 
in the 300-member assembly, Greek national news 
agency ANA reported. 

It is the first time since 1947 that Greece will be 
expanding its sovereign territory, Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis said, addressing the plenary 
shortly before the vote. He added that Greece is 
exercising its rights under the 1982 United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea. "It is a right fully 
compatible with international law and Greece can 
obviously also exercise it in other regions, like 
around Crete, but at a time, in a manner and under 
the conditions of its own choosing," Mitsotakis 
stressed. 

The expansion in the Ionian Sea came after 
Greece's agreements with Italy and Egypt last year 
over the delimitation of maritime borders in the 
Mediterranean. Greece also agreed with Albania to 
jointly go to the International Court of Justice in The 
Hague to delimit their exclusive economic zones 
(EEZ). 

Decision of the Meeting of the Governmental 

National Security Council 

On the 21st January 202, the Governmental 
National Security Council assembled today, chaired 
by the Prime Minister Mr Kyriakos Mitsotakis, to 
discuss the extension of the service of the Chief of 
the Hellenic Air Force General Staff and the Chief 
of the Hellenic Police. It was unanimously decided 
to: 

- Extend the service of the Lieutenant General
Georgios Blioumis as Chief of the Hellenic Air Force
General Staff.

- Extend the service of the Lieutenant General
Michail Karamalakis as Chief of the Hellenic Police.

2021 Defence Ministry Budget 

On 13 December 2020, Defence Minister Nikos 
Panagiotopoulos addressed the Greek Parliament 
on MOD Budget for the fiscal year 2021. 

Defence minister announced that government 
increases the budget of the Ministry of National 
Defence from 3.35 billion (in total during 2020), to 
5.44 billion for 2021, thus returning to spending 
levels of the decade 2000 – 2010 

According to Nikos Panagiotopoulos, the budget of 
2021, increased by 2.1 billion euros, includes: 

• The provision for strengthening the Armed
Forces personnel with 1,600 Professional
Soldiers and 1,000 Short-Term
Professional Soldiers.

• As of the next academic year and for a
period of five years, 1,335 students will be
admitted to the military academies of
Officers and NCOs of all Branches per
year, compared to the 819 admissions of
the last years.

• The funds for the Operating Expenditures
of the Ministry of Defence stabilized at last
year’s levels, amounting to 480 million
euros

The expenditures for the Armament Programs 
increase of about 2 billion or 375% is projected 
compared to this year’s credits. They are formed at 
the amount of 2.52 billion in order to serve the 
needs of support and upgrade of the existing 
weapon systems as well as the needs of acquiring 
new ones 

The Minister of National Defence said that, among 
others in 2021 the following programs will be 
implemented with significant added value to the 
domestic defence industry:  

1. Acquisition of 18 Rafale” fighter jets along
with their weapons and the contract of their
follow-on support,

2. Acquisition of new four multi-role frigates
and the

3. Modernization program of the four existing
four MEKO class frigates

4. Upgrade and completion of the Submarine
torpedoes program,

5. Acquisition of new state-of-the-art “Romeo”
helicopters with excellent anti-submarine
capabilities,

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 

GENERAL HELLENIC ARMED FORCES 

ARMAMENT PROGRAMS 
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H Naval Group, ηγέτιδα ευρωπαϊκή δύναμη στα ναυτιλιακά συστήματα άμυνας, 
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6. Acquisition of   new anti-tank weapons for
the Hellenic Army,

7. Acquisition of new missiles for the Hellenic
Air Force,

8. Acquisition of new unmanned aerial
vehicles for the Hellenic Air Force and the
Hellenic Navy,

9. Implementation of the national rifle program
10. Implementation of the national vehicle

program

The Minister also emphasized the fact that chronic 
problems of upgrading and support of systems are 
solved, such as: 

• Contract for upgrade and support of F-16s
and their weapons, meaning the upgrade of
F16 Block 52 + in Viper version and F-16
Block 50 in Block 52+ versionC-130 and C-
27 cargo aircraft support contracts, since
the fleet of transport aircraft should not be
grounded

• Contract for the support of “Apache”
helicopters and every operationally
necessary weapon system, some of which
for many years I am very afraid were left to
their fate without support with obvious
negative results in terms of their operational
availability

Defence Minister also said that the 105 sub-
programs worth a total of 11.5 billion for the next six 
– seven years that have already been planned are
continuing. “This planned armament program, the
largest in terms of annual planning and budget that
has existed in recent decades and will be
implemented quickly and transparently, starting
with the contract for the acquisition of the “Rafale”
aircraft that we will bring to Parliament in the
coming days,” said the Minister in his speech.

Defence Minister briefed Parliament on 

current Armament Programs 

On Monday, 21 December 2020, the Minister of 
National Defence, Mr. Nikolaos Panagiotopoulos, 
briefed the members of the Special Standing 
Committee on Armament Programs & Contracts of 
the Hellenic Parliament on the three subprograms 
forwarded for an opinion. 

More specifically: 

• The procurement of used Wheeled
Armoured Reconnaissance Vehicles for the
Hellenic Army.

• The follow-on support of Hellenic Air Force
C-27 J “Spartan” transport aircraft.

• The establishment of an International Flight
Training Centre in Kalamata with financial
lease.

On Wednesday, 25 November 2020, the Minister of 
National Defence, Nikolaos Panagiotopoulos, 
briefed the members of the Special Standing 
Committee on Armament Programs & Contracts of 
the Hellenic Parliament  the upgrade of “Sperwer” 
UAV systems, the technical support of ΑΗ-64 
“Apache” helicopters, the maintenance of “Penguin 
MK2” guided missiles, the follow-on support of the 
“Patriot” missile systems, the follow-on support of 
the “S-300” missile systems and recertification of 
48Η missiles, as well as the completion  of an FMS 
case with the United States for the follow-on support 
of C-130 transport aircraft. 

HELLENIC ARMY 

M1117 Guardian Armored Security Vehicles 

(ASV) 

Hellenic Army could soon have some slightly used 
4x4 M1117 Guardian Armored Security Vehicles 
(ASV). The U.S. Congress has recently approved 
the sale of 1,200 ASVs which had been used by 
U.S. Army military police units, and were offered to 
Greece for around 70,000 euros. However, the sale 
price to the Greek military didn’t include the 
platform’s armaments, so Greek Army will have to 

© Spc. Micah E. Clare, U.S. Army 

supply its own machine guns and grenade 
launchers. Yet, even in used condition and without 
armaments the M1117 could be just what the Greek 
military needs—an affordable platform with plenty of 
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MILTECH HELLAS S.A. is one of the leading
Hellenic companies in the defense sector
specializing in the design and manufacture of high
quality electronic products for defense applications.
Established in 1997, it has been collaborating with
local and foreign companies in technology upgrade
and exchange programs, along with co-production
of defense equipment and systems. Miltech’s area
of expertise includes design, development and
production of leading edge technology aerospace
electronics, communication and avionic products,
thermal surveillance systems, equipment and
harnesses.

In particular, Miltech Hellas has designed and
developed, among others, Avionics Aerospace
Electronics, Cockpit Displays, Electrical Power
Boxes, Chaff / Flare dispensers, Aero Structural
Assemblies and Electrical Harnesses for
Helicopters and Aircrafts. Being a flexible and
customer oriented company, Miltech Hellas can
provide customized solutions tailored to user needs
and operational requirements. Along these lines,
Miltech has developed special Purpose on-demand
devices and systems for air-based Applications
such as HDD-55L Head Down Display, an upgrade
for the existing 5’’x5’’ Head Down Display (HDD) of
the Mirage 2000 EGM/BGM. The new HDD utilizes
the latest Active Matrix Liquid Crystal Display
(AMLCD) technology and it is a Form, Fit &
Function (F3) replacement of the existing CRT
(Cathode Ray Tube) units. No further modifications
are required to either the Mirage 2000 aircraft or the
associated aircraft systems. Furthermore, it
developed the ATE-2000 Test Bench for HDD-55L
and a Harness Health Monitoring Tester which has
the ability to detect the location of any fault existing
in the wire, using advanced technologies in the
areas of TDR and signal processing.

Gun Kit assembly Pylon assembly

AMLCD Head 
Down Display

Test Bench for HDD

Harness Health 
Monitoring Tester

Between other contracts, Miltech Hellas has on-
going Major Projects:
• RAFALE fighter Electrical Cables & Harness
manufacturing, for DASSAULT Aviation (France)
• RAFALE fighter Electrical Power Boxes
manufacturing, for DASSAULT Aviation (France)
• RAFALE fighter Gun Kit Assembly manufacturing,
for DASSAULT Aviation (France)
• FALCON 7X Pylon Assembly manufacturing, for
DASSAULT Aviation (France)

Although Miltech Hellas’ capabilities cover a wide
range including land and maritime applications, it
has developed an outstanding expertise in air-
based devices and systems. Since its foundation, it
has been designing and developing numerous parts
and systems for customers such as DASSAULT,
THALES, AIRBUS HELICOPTERS and others.

Miltech Hellas in aviation industry

Power BoxesChaff & Flares System

Miltech Hellas exhibits a long standing expertise in
aviation related products. Keen on investing in
innovative ideas, it is ready to undertake and
successfully implement any new project, no matter
how challenging it may appears. The challenge is
what makes us stronger.



spare parts to ensure that the Guardians will remain 
operational for years to come. 

The 4x4 wheeled armored vehicle platform was 
developed by Textron Marine & Land Systems’ 
(TMYL) Cadillac Gage in the late 1990s for the 
United States Military Police Corps, and the first 
prototypes were delivered in 1997. The M1117 
entered serial production in late 1999 and was 
ready for deployment just as the United States 
became involved in the conflicts in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. The Guardian was widely deployed in the early 
stages of Operation Enduring Freedom and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, where it was involved as 
mission essential equipment, and provided 
operational capability in both missions.  

The vehicles provided protection to military from 
small arms fire and mines but also offered quick 
insertion capability and maneuverability in urban 
areas. The M1117 was developed with worldwide 
deployment in mind, and was made to be 
compatible with the C-130 transport / cargo plane.

Replacement Hellenic Army’s military 

vehicles  

Hellenic Army General Staff, plans the replacement 
of 10,000 Mercedes and Steyr vehicles, trucks and 
the jeeps. Estimated budget is in the area of 550 
million euros,mobilizes all major military vehicle 
manufacturers.  Main candidates are considered, 
the French Arquus, the US Oshkosh Corporation, 
the Italian Iveco, the German MAN Group and the 
Israeli Plasan.  

Chaff-Flares for the Hellenic Army Aviation 

AH-64 Helicopters 

On January 15th, 2020, within GDDIA premises, 
took place the opening of the participants’ 
documents for the quality certification of the Tender 
09/2020 regarding the procurement of Chaff-Flares 
for the Hellenic Army Aviation AH-64 Helicopters 
worth of 548.000 €. Documents were submitted on 
time by company «CHEMRING 
COUNTERMEASURES LIMITED», without any 
representative’s presence. 

HELLENIC NAVY 

Anti-torpedo countermeasure system 

On 14 December 2020, the General Directorate for 
Defence Armaments and Investments- GDDIA, 

announced that the technical offer of the Italian 
company Leonardo has been approved.  

On 30 April 2020, the General Directorate for 
Defence Armaments and Investments- GDDIA, 
announced an international tender (07/20) 
regarding the procurement of an anti-torpedo 
countermeasure system to be used for the 
protection Hellenic Navy’s surface units. Estimated 
budget is in the are of € 10.000.000.  

Leonardo’s C310 is a high-performance anti-
torpedo countermeasure system designed to 
deflect and neutralise the most technologically 
advanced torpedoes, launched alone or in salvo 
They are realized with electronic items that 
generate disturbance noise for the acoustic head 
of the enemy torpedo. 

This kind of countermeasure can both represent 
dummy mobile targets (MTE) and generate 
disturbance noise for the acoustic head of the 
enemy torpedo (Jammers). The combination of 
mobile Decoys and Jammers has the purpose of 
cheating the torpedo, which directs its attacks 
towards the dummy targets, thus allowing the ship 
to perform an evasive countermeasure. 

The definition of optimal reaction results using a 
elaboration software (ORACOM) that, based on 
multiple parameters, elaborates the more suitable 
operation to maximize surviving probabilities, 
even against last generation torpedoes with high 
potentials against countermeasures. 

HELLENIC AIR FORCE 

RAFALE 

On 14 January 2021, Greek lawmakers approved 
the purchase of 18 Dassault-made Rafale jets from 
France, six new and 12 used, worth of 2.3 billion 
euros, the relevant agreement is going   to be 
signed by the Greek and French defence ministers 
later this month, on the 25 January. 

© Dassault Aviation 
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On 1 December 2020 Defence Minister Nikolaos 
Panagiotopoulos informed the Members of the 
Hellenic Parliament's Armament Committee on the 
Procurement of the “Rafale” fighter aircraft and its 
tailored equipment and support services.  The 
briefing was also attended by the Deputy Minister of 
National Defence Alkiviadis Stefanis, the Chief of 
the HNDGS General Konstantinos Floros, the Chief 
of the HAFGS Lieutenant General Georgios 
Blioumis as well as the General Director of the 
Defence Armaments and Investments Lieutenant 
General (ret) Theodoros Lagios. 

After the briefing, the Minister of NationalDefence 
stated the following: 

“We came to the Parliament today to inform the 
Standing Committee on Armament Programs and 
Contracts about the necessity – purpose of the 
implementation of the new programs for the 
procurement of six (6) new and twelve (12) second-
hand “RAFALE” type fighter aircraft, of their 
weapons as well as their follow-on support 
contracts. 

Following a speech delivered by the Prime Minister, 
as well as by myself during the annual debate about 
the vote on the state Budget of 2021, in the plenary 
session of the Parliament, we made one more step 
towards launching, by all the institutional means, 
the procurement procedure of new fighter aircraft, 
which will constitute a strategic choice of 
the Hellenic Air Force for the 
maintenance of air supremacy. 

Our objective, through the procurement 
of “RAFALE”, as well as of the similar 
actions which are planned, is to upgrade 
the national factor in the correlation of 
force and to achieve a maximum 
deterrence capability. 

There are challenges and bets we have 
to win in every aspect of the procurement 
procedure of our Armed Forces and in 
the implementation of Armament 
Programs. The circumstances force us to 
accomplish them. 

Particularly as far as the “RAFALE” are concerned, 
after today’s briefing of the Committee of 
Armaments, the procurement procedure of the new 
fighters which will offer the Hellenic Armed Forces 
a strategic advantage, begins”. 

On 12 September 2020, Prime Minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis announced Greece would obtain 18 new 
French-made Rafale fighter planes to replace its 
aging Mirage 2000 fighters. 

Dassault Aviation trough a press release issued 
same day, stated that this announcement illustrates 
the strength of the partnership that has linked the 
Greek Air Force and Dassault Aviation for more 
than 45 years, and demonstrates the enduring 
strategic relationship between Greece and France.

Greece ordered 40 Mirage F1 from Dassault 
Aviation in 1974, then 40 Mirage 2000 in 1985 and 
finally 15 Mirage 2000-5 in the year 2000; this latest 
contract also includes the modernization of 10 
Mirage 2000 to the 2000-5 standard with a large 
contribution from Greek industry. 

“I am delighted with this announcement, which 
reinforces the exceptional relationship we have had 
with Greece for nearly half a century, and I thank 
the Greek authorities for their confidence in us once 
again. Dassault Aviation is fully mobilized to meet 
the operational needs expressed by the Greek Air 
Force, and thus contribute to ensuring Greece’s 
sovereignty and the safety of the Greek 
people,” said Eric Trappier, Chairman and CEO of 
Dassault Aviation. 

New training center for Hellenic Air Force in 

Kalamata  

© Elbit Systems 

As Part of an Agreement between the Israeli and 
the Hellenic Ministries of Defense, Elbit Systems 
was Selected for the Flight Training Program of the 
Hellenic Air Force. 

On 5 January 2021, Elbit Systems Ltd. announced 
that following a competitive process, and as part of 
an agreement between the Israeli Ministry of  
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Defense (“IMOD”) and the Hellenic Ministry of 
National Defense, the Company was selected to 
establish and operate the International Flight 
Training Center of the Hellenic Air Force (“Flight 
Training Center”). 

The Hellenic Government approved the 
establishment and operation of the Flight Training 
Center by the IMOD and Elbit Systems for an 
amount of approximately $1.68 billion 
(approximately €1.375 billion) for a period of 
approximately 20 years. 

The anticipated contract award is contingent on 
completion of commercial negotiations with the 
Hellenic Ministry of National Defense.  The 
agreement, which will be signed by both defense 
ministries also includes the procurement of ten M-
346 aircraft & maintenance of T-6 aircraft, as well 
as the provision of simulators, training & logistic 
support. Defense Minister Gantz: “This agreement 
reflects the excellent and developing relations we 
have with Greece. It is a long-term partnership that 
will serve the interests of both countries.” 

The program calls for Elbit Systems to deliver 
training aircraft fleets equipped with the Company’s 
unique avionics and embedded training solutions, 
supply the Company’s flight simulators and training 
aids and provide through-life logistical support. 

Bezhalel (Butzi) Machlis, President and CEO of 
Elbit Systems, said:  “We are honored to have been 
selected to provide such an important capability to 
the Hellenic Air Force, which we believe will 
contribute to the further strengthening of the bi-
lateral relationship between Israel and Greece. This 
selection attests to the leading position we hold in 
the area of training, providing tested know-how and 
proven technologies that improve readiness while 
reducing costs.”  

Elbit Systems Ltd. is an international high 
technology company engaged in a wide range of 
defense, homeland security and commercial 
programs throughout the world.  

The Company, which includes Elbit Systems and its 
subsidiaries, operates in the areas of aerospace, 
land and naval systems, command, control, 
communications, computers, intelligence 
surveillance and reconnaissance (“C4ISR”), 
unmanned aircraft systems, advanced electro-
optics, electro-optic space systems, EW suites, 
signal intelligence systems, data links and 
communications systems, radios, cyber-based 
systems and munitions. The Company also focuses 
on the upgrading of existing platforms, developing 
new technologies for defense, homeland security 
and commercial applications and providing a range 
of support services, including training and 
simulation systems. 

Delivery of New patrol boats for the 

HellenicCoast Guard  

On 17 December 2020, the Hellenic Coast Guard 
received two from four patrol boats funded by the 
European Union (EU)’s European Border and 
Coast Guard Agency (Frontières extérieures/ 
Frontex). 

On 23 January 2019, the Greek Ministry of Shipping 
and Island Policy has signed a EUR42million 
(USD48 million) contract with Italian shipbuilder, 
Cantiere Navale Vittoria, for the supply of four patrol 
boats for the Hellenic Coast Guard, on January 23., 
2019.  

Displacing 160 tonnes, the vessels will have an 
overall length of 37m, a top speed of 37 kt, and a 
range of 1,000 nautical miles at 29 knots. The 
vessels will be assigned for four months per year to 
Frontex missions outside Greek waters. They will 
be used to patrol the EU’s external maritime borders 
as well as conduct limited search and rescue (SAR) 
under Frontex. 

The Israeli defense electronics company Elbit will 
supply Cantiere Navale Vittoria with combat suites 
and integrate them into the four new patrol vessels. 
The systems to be supplied and integrated include 
electro-optic payloads, radars, navigation systems, 
warship automatic identification system (W-AIS) as 
well as remote control weapon stations (RCWS) 
with full integration into a command-and-control 
software. The combat suite is designed to support 
future 'plug and play" integration of aerial and 
surface unmanned systems that will enable 
expansion of the operational envelope of the patrol 
vessels far beyond line of sight. 

HOMELAND SECURITY 
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Acquisition of 27 high-speed patrol boats 

The Greek Ministry of Shipping and Island Policy is 
in the process of opening an international tender for 
the supply of   27 high-speed patrol boats, 11 to 13m 
long with estimated value €12.750.000,00 million. 
This tender will be co-financed by European funds 
from the National Strategic Reference Framework 
(NSRF), and the Internal Security Fund. 

INTRACOM DEFENSE: Advanced 

communications system  

INTRACOM DEFENSE (IDE) signed a grant 
agreement of 3.9 million Euros with the European 
Commission for the SMOTANET (“Software 
Defined Mobile Ad-Hoc Tactical Networks”) 
program following the conclusion of a competitive 
evaluation process. The program targets the 
development of an advanced communications 
management system, for use in tactical 
communications on-the-move.  

In the framework of the European Defense 
Industrial Development Program (EDIDP), 
SMOTANET will increase the communications 
effectivity of "network-centric operations", enabling 
the interoperability of different MANET networks, so 
that military units can dynamically exchange tactical 
information with security and speed, within optimally 
managed communication networks.  

The CEO of IDE, Dr. George Troullinos, stated that: 
"SMOTANET is a European innovation that 
combines three cutting-edge technologies and aims 
to fill an operational gap, enhancing significantly the 
situation awareness in real-time, as well as 
facilitating more effectively the communications in 
joint operations. It is expected to increase the 
capability of the Armed Forces to operate in intricate 
geographical environments, which impose special 
requirements for the effectivity of communications”. 

IDE leads the SMOTANET consortium, in 
cooperation with partners from Greece (GridNet, 
AUEB), Cyprus (SignalGenerix) and Poland (iTTi), 
and with the support of the Ministries of Defense of 
Greece and Cyprus. 

Hellenic Vehicle Industry (ELVO) 

On 22 December 2020, Minister of Finance, 
Christos Staikouras, signed an agreement on the 
right of the State to participate with a percentage of 
up to 21% in the share capital of the new company 
“ELVO 2020”. In particular, the Minister stated the 
following: “The agreement was signed today 
between the Hellenic Republic, represented by the 
Minister of Finance, and the bidder, regarding the 
right of the Hellenic Republic to participate with a 
percentage of up to 21% in the share capital of the 
new company “ELVO 2020”. 

KMW 

On 21 January 2021, a meeting was conducted 
through videoconferencing between HAGS officers 
and representatives of the German company KMW. 
The aim of the meeting was to present company’s 
capabilities regarding potential upgrade of the 
Hellenic Army’s main battle tanks LEOA4 and LEO 
1A5.  

DIEHL 

On 21 January 2021, a meeting was conducted 
through videoconferencing between HAGS officers 
and representatives of the German company 
DIEHL. The aim of the meeting was to present 
company’s 155mm modern artillery ammunition.  

Northrop Grumman 

On 15 January 2021, a meeting was conducted 
through videoconferencing between HAGS officers 
and representatives of the US Company Northrop 
Grumman. The aim of the meeting was to present 
company’s 120mm tank ammunition and the 
Precision Guidance kit.  

D-Fend Solutions

On 13 January 2021 a meeting was conducted
through videoconferencing between Hellenic
Defence General Staff, Hellenic Army-Nay -Air
Force General Staffs officers and representatives of
the Israeli company D-Fend Solutions. The aim of
the meeting was to present company’s counter-
drone solutions.
D-Fend Solutions is the leading counter-drone
takeover technology provider, enabling full control,

HELLENIC DEFENCE INDUSTRY 

ACTIVITIES OF FOREIGN 
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safety and continuity during rogue 
drone incidents across complex 
and sensitive environments, to 
overcome both current and 
emerging drone threats.  

Magal Security Solutions 

On 12 January 2021 a meeting 
was conducted through 
videoconferencing between 
Hellenic Army-Nay -Air General 
Staffs officers and representatives 
of the Israeli company Magal 
Security Solutions. The aim of the 
meeting was to present 
company’s border protection 
solutions. 
Magal is a leading international provider of 
comprehensive physical, video and access control 
security products and solutions, as well as site 
management. Over the past 45 years, Magal has 
delivered its products as well as tailor‐made 
security solutions and turnkey projects to hundreds 
of satisfied customers in over 80 countries ‐ under 
some of the most challenging conditions. Magal 
offers comprehensive integrated solutions for 
critical sites, managed by Fortis ‐ our, cutting‐edge 
physical security information management system 
(PSIM). The solutions leverage our broad portfolio 
of home‐grown PIDS (Perimeter Intrusion Detection 
Systems), Symphony ‐ our advanced VMS (Video 
Management Software) with native IVA (Intelligent 
Video Analytics) security solutions. 

NATO Secretary General shares views on 

euro-atlantic security with Greek Foreign 

Minister 

On 26 January 2021, NATO Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg met with the Foreign Minister of 
Greece Nikos Dendias at NATO Headquarters. 
They shared views on a number of topics, including 
the situation in the Eastern Mediterranean, the 
Secretary General’s NATO 2030 initiative, and 
Libya. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Hellenic 
Republic, Nikos Dendias visits NATO and meets 
with NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 

The Secretary General welcomed the ongoing talks 
between Greece and Turkey on a military 
deconfliction mechanism in the Eastern 
Mediterranean brokered by NATO. “I am glad to see 
that tensions have significantly reduced since my  

© NATO 

visit to Ankara and Athens this past October, and 
hope we can continue to develop the de-confliction 
mechanism further,” Mr. Stoltenberg said. “The 
Exploratory Talks which took place yesterday in 
Istanbul represent a step in the right direction to 
resolve the underlying issues,” he added. 

With respect to the NATO 2030 initiative, the 
Secretary General said: “I intend to put forward 
some recommendations to strengthen the 
transatlantic bond further – through close and 
regular consultations with all 30 Allies - including on 
how to boost NATO’s efforts on resilience, increase 
investments in new and disruptive technologies, 
enhance NATO’s political role and its ability to 
defend the rules-based international order, and 
build closer partnerships with like-minded 
democracies, including in the Asia-Pacific.”  

On Libya, Mr. Stoltenberg emphasized that Allies 
follow political developments very closely, and 
welcome the progress made in the UN-led Libya 
Political Dialogue Forum. He reaffirmed NATO’s 
long-standing position that the Alliance remains 
committed to providing advice in the area of 
defence and security institution building, taking into 
account political and security conditions. 

The Secretary General also thanked Greece for its 
significant contributions to NATO operations, 
including with respect to the Standing NATO 
Maritime Group 2 and the Resolute Support and 
KFOR missions in Afghanistan and Kosovo, 
respectively.Signing of the participation of two Allies 
and a NATO partner in the Maritime Unmanned 
Systems (MUS) InitiativeOn Friday 20 November 
2020, held via video teleconference, with 
representation of the Greekside by the General 
Director of GDDIA, Lieutenant  

General (rtd) Theodoros LAGIOS HAF, the 
electronic signature of the participation of two Allies 
and a NATO partner in the Maritime Unmanned 
Systems (MUS) Initiative]. 

NATO 

 GREEK DEFENCE NEWS  January – February 2021 



© NATO 

NATO Allies Canada and Romania and NATO 
partner Australia joined the Maritime Unmanned 
Systems Initiative on 20 November 2020. The 
Maritime Unmanned Systems Initiative aims to 
strengthen the ability of navies to operate in a 
multinational context above, on, and under the 
water, in an increasingly complex maritime domain. 

Together with the National Armaments Directors of 
the other 14 countries that participate in the 
initiative, the National Armaments Directors of 
Canada, Romania and Australia signed a 
corresponding amendment to the Maritime 
Unmanned Systems Initiative Declaration of Intent 
in the margins of their virtual autumn meeting. 

Australia’s accession to the Maritime Unmanned 
Systems Initiative marks the first time that a NATO 
partner across the globe joins one of NATO’s 
multinational High Visibility Projects (HVP). 

As a multinational hub, the Maritime Unmanned 
Systems Initiative allows participants to work 
together on all aspects associated with introducing 
unmanned systems into their navies. 

The Maritime Unmanned Systems Initiative was 
launched by the Defence Ministers from thirteen 
Allies in October of 2018. Since then, the initiative 
has led to a range of activities, including operational 
experimentations, exchanges with the private 
sector on innovation and initial efforts to develop 
specific capabilities 

With the arrival of the three new participants, the 
Maritime Unmanned Systems Initiative now has 17 
members: Canada, Romania and Australia, as well 
as Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Spain, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United 
States. 

EDA to support ‘European Patrol Corvette’ 

PESCO project 

EDA’s Steering Board recently approved the launch 
of a specific EDA ad hoc project which will 
contribute to the implementation of a Permanent 
Structured Cooperation (PESCO) project aimed at 
developing a European Patrol Corvette. Italy, which 
leads a group of four PESCO participating countries 
involved in EPC (together with France, Spain and 
Greece), had requested the Agency’s support for 
moving this ambitious project forward.  

Part of the third batch of PESCO projects approved 
in November 2019, the project aims at designing 
and developing a new class of military ship, named 
“European Patrol Corvette” (EPC), which will   host 
several systems and payloads able to accomplish a 
large number of tasks and missions in a modular 
and flexible way. The EPC will provide valuable 
capabilities in the areas of maritime situational 
awareness, surface superiority and power 
projection. The participating Member States aim to 
produce their first corvette prototype in 2026-2027.  

The EPC is envisaged as a common platform, a 
shared baseline, which can be customised as 
needed by participating Member States according 
to their national needs and specifications. The 
overall displacement is expected to be no more than 
3,000 tonnes, which will allow the ship to operate 
from minor harbours (draft less than 5.5 meters). 
The length of the ship, to be equipped with diesel 
and/or electrical engines, should not exceed 110 
meters.   

The ship will be based on an open plug-and-play 
architecture which will facilitate the versatility of 
response in the framework of EU CSDP operations 
and will provide a quick reaction capability, 
applicable to a broad range of scenarios.  

EDA tasks 

The Agency’s new project will support the EPC 
PESCO project implementation through the 
development and adoption of Common Staff Target 
(CST), Common Staff Requirements (CSR) and a 
Business Case (BC). The objective of these 
documents, which are an indispensable step for a 
follow-on phase of the EPC PESCO project, is to 
shape the common core part and identify 
specifications and requirements that would be 
compatible with the modularity concept of the 
military ship.  

ESDP 
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The Agency will also support the governance body 
of the EPC project. With its expertise in project 
management and harmonisation of capability 
requirements, EDA will be able to provide valuable 
assistance in these domains. Industry is not 
participating directly in this EDA project, but may be 
consulted, if deemed necessary by the contributing 
Member States.   

EDA’s Chief Executive Jiří Šedivý said: “EDA is 
delighted to support this ambitious and innovative 
PESCO project. As the European hub for 
collaborative capability development, the Agency 
has the expertise to help Member States in the 
implementation of their PESCO projects. The 
European Patrol Corvette project responds directly 
to an existing gap in Europe’s capability landscape 
acknowledged by Member States during the 
revision of the Capability Development Plan (CDP) 
in 2018, namely that of naval manoeuvrability and 
the need for improved maritime situational 
awareness, surface superiority and power 
projection. The future EPC will provide participating 
Member States with those missing capabilities, 
thereby further strengthening the Europe of 
Defence”.   

Italy’s Capability Director, Gen. Giovanni Iannucci 
said: “The project of the European Patrol Corvette 
is aimed at developing a new Class of military ships 
in order to accomplish, with a flexible approach, a 
large number of tasks and missions aimed to 
Homeland Security and protection of European 
waters. More in details, the EPC will carry out 
Maritime Security Operations and Police of the High 
Seas functions, playing a key role in preserving 
Freedom of Navigation (FoN) and fighting against 
terrorism and illegal trafficking at sea. The EPC will 
be characterized by a multi-purpose and modular 
approach by design that will also allow to perform 
dual-use missions, such as anti-pollution activities, 
humanitarian assistance operations and 
interventions in support of populations in case of 
natural disasters. Italy is very proud of the 
coordinating role and will continue to conduct all 
necessary activities for the EPC’s success. 
Furthermore, I believe that this project constitutes 
an excellent opportunity for the whole European 
Defence and in particular the military shipyards 
sector to work together in order to foster industrial 
synergies, operational interoperability and maintain 
a technological advantage.” 

Greece and Cyprus maritime forces joint 

training 

On January 25, 2021, took place a joint operational 
training Hellenic Navy's and the Cypriot National 
Guard navy and air force units in a sea area south 
of Limassol. 

The National Guard’s Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) 
“IOANNIDIS”, the “TSOMAKIS”, “GEORGIOU” and 
“FAMAGUSTA” Coastal Patrol Boats as well as one 
AW-139 helicopter of the 460th Search and Rescue 
Squadron participated in a maritime exercise, along 
with the “HYDRA” Frigate (F-462) of the Hellenic 
Navy. 

The joint training included Search and Rescue 
(SAR) drills and advanced tactical maneuvers with 
the objective of developing interoperability between 
the Naval and Air Force Units of the National Guard 
and the Hellenic Navy. 

Turkey, Greece agree to continue direct talks 

to normalize ties and avoiding future military 

escalation 

After three-hour meeting held at the Dolmabahce 
Office in Istanbul Istanbul, sources say second 
round of dialogue will take place in Athens 

TURKEY 

CYPRUS 
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The discussions, described as exploratory rather 
than official, were the 61st time since 2002 that 
Greek and Turkish diplomats have met in closed 
session. 

Ahead of the talks, the Greek prime minister, 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis, expressed hope that progress 
could be made on resolving what Athens regards as 
the neighbours’ biggest difference: delimitation of 
contested maritime borders. “We will attend with 
optimism … but zero naivety,” he told parliament as 
MPs voted to extend Greece’s western territorial 
waters from six to 12 nautical miles off its coast last 
week after a landmark accord with Italy. 

European Council President Charles Michel also 
welcomed the resumed talks in an earlier statement 
saying members of the block would discuss 
relations with Turkey again in March. 

CAATSA Section 231 “Imposition of 

Sanctions on Turkish Presidency of Defense 

Industries” 

On December 2020, the United States is imposing 
sanctions on the Republic of Turkey’s Presidency of 
Defense Industries (SSB) pursuant to Section 231 
of the Countering America’s Adversaries Through 
Sanctions Act (CAATSA) for knowingly engaging in 
a significant transaction with Rosoboronexport 
(ROE), Russia’s main arms export entity, by 
procuring the S-400 surface-to-air missile system. 
SSB is Turkey’s primary defense procurement 
entity and has responsibilities in defense industrial 
development. As a part of this action, the United 
States is imposing full blocking sanctions and visa 
restrictions on Ismail Demir, the president of SSB; 
Faruk Yigit, SSB’s vice president; Serhat Gencoglu, 
SSB’s Head of the Department of Air Defense and 
Space; and Mustafa Alper Deniz, Program Manager 
for SSB’s Regional Air Defense Systems 
Directorate. 

CAATSA 231 and today’s actions are not intended 
to undermine the military capabilities or combat 
readiness of Turkey or any other U.S. ally or 
partner, but rather to impose costs on Russia in 
response to its wide range of malign activities. The 
United States made clear to Turkey at the highest 

levels and on numerous occasions that its purchase 
of the S-400 system would endanger the security of 
U.S. military technology and personnel and provide 
substantial funds to Russia’s defense sector, as 
well as Russian access to the Turkish armed forces 
and defense industry. Turkey nevertheless decided 
to move ahead with the procurement and testing of 
the S-400, despite the availability of alternative, 
NATO-interoperable systems to meet its defense 
requirements. This decision resulted in Turkey’s 
suspension and pending removal from the global F-
35 Joint Strike Fighter partnership. 

CAATSA 231 requires that at least five of the 12 
sanctions described in Section 235 of CAATSA 
(CAATSA 235) be imposed on any person 
determined to have knowingly engaged in a 
significant transaction with a person that is a part of, 
or operates for or on behalf of, the defense or 
intelligence sectors of the Government of the 
Russian Federation. This authority was delegated 
to the Secretary of State, in consultation with the 
Secretary of the Treasury, on September 29, 2017. 
ROE is included on the CAATSA List of Specified 
Persons (LSP) as a person that is part of, or 
operates for or on behalf of, the defense sector of 
the Government of the Russian Federation. In 
addition to being identified on the LSP, the Treasury 
Department designated ROE on April 6, 2018, 
pursuant to Executive Order 13582, for its support 
to the Government of Syria. 

The Secretary of State, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Treasury, has selected the following 
sanctions from CAATSA Section 235, as 
implemented by Executive Order (E.O.) 13849, to 
impose on SSB: a prohibition on granting specific 
U.S. export licenses and authorizations for any 
goods or technology transferred to SSB (Section 
235(a)(2)); 
a prohibition on loans or credits by U.S. financial 
institutions to SSB totaling more than $10 million in 
any 12-month period (Section 235(a)(3)); 
a ban on U.S. Export-Import Bank assistance for 
exports to SSB (Section 235(a)(1)); 
a requirement for the United States to oppose loans 
benefitting SSB by international financial institutions 
(Section 235(a)(4)); and imposition of full blocking 
sanctions and visa restrictions (Section 235(a)(7), 
(8), (9), (11), and (12)) on Dr. Ismail Demir, 
president of SSB; Faruk Yigit, SSB’s vice president; 
Serhat Gencoglu, Head of SSB’s Department of Air 
Defense and Space; and Mustafa Alper Deniz, 
Program Manager for SSB’s Regional Air Defense 
Systems Directorate. 

Today’s action further demonstrates the 
Department of State’s continuing commitment to the 
full implementation of CAATSA 231. State 
encourages all persons to avoid engaging in 
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transactions with entities on the LSP that may risk 
mandatory sanctions, including those for high-
value, sophisticated weapons systems. 

The Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign 
Assets Control (OFAC) has added SSB to its Non-
SDN Menu-Based Sanctions List, which indicates 
that SSB is subject to the sanctions from the 
CAATSA 235 menu listed above. 

OFAC also added the four individual officers to its 
Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked 
Persons List. As a result of this action, all property 
and interests in property of these individuals within 
United States jurisdiction are blocked, and United 
States persons are generally prohibited from 
transacting with them. In addition, any entities that 
are owned, directly or indirectly, 50 percent or more 
by one or more blocked persons are also blocked. 
Unless authorized by a general or specific license 
issued by OFAC, or otherwise exempt, OFAC’s 
regulations generally prohibit all transactions by 
U.S. persons or within (or transiting) the United 
States that involve any property or interests in 
property of designated or otherwise blocked 
persons. The prohibitions include the making of any 
.contribution or provision of funds, goods, or 
services by, to, or for the benefit of any blocked 
person or the receipt of any contribution or provision 
of funds, goods, or services from any such person. 

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 

comments on imposed US sanctions against 

Turkey 

On 15 December 2020, NATO Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg, during the joint press point with 
the Prime Minister of Montenegro, Zdravko 
Krivokapić, answering to journalist question. made 
the following comment on imposed US sanctions 
against Turkey  

Question: Maria Psara from Open TV Greece. 
Secretary General, in the past you have expressed 
concerns over the procurement and the testing of 
the S-400 by Turkey and yesterday the USA has 
imposed sanctions against Turkey. I would like to 
comment on that. And please comment on the 
European Council's results on Turkey again, Thank 
you very much. 

Secretary General. I regret that we are in a situation 
where NATO allies have to impose sanctions on 
each other. And I have also expressed my concerns 
about the consequences of the Turkish decision to 
acquire the Russian S-400 air and missile defense 
system. This is a national decision but the S-400 
system is not compatible with NATO systems, it 
cannot be integrated into the integrated air and 

missile defense of NATO and I have therefore 
expressed my concerns about this also previously. 
At the same time, I urge all NATO allies and Turkey 
and other allies to look into whether there are ways 
to find a positive solution. We know that there has 
been talks before on the possibility of the delivery of 
NATO systems, like for instance the Patriot system 
or SAMP-T which are NATO systems that can 
strengthen, augment Turkish air defense but also 
do that in a way which is compatible and possible to 
integrate in NATO's air and missile defense so I 
think it is important that we now all look into how can 
we find a positive to the solution to this difficult 
situation for Turkey and for the alliance. 

FNSS to supply Philippine military 

amphibious armored combat earthmover 

(AACE) vehicles  

According to Anadolou news agency, Turkish 
defense company FNSS announced it would 
provide amphibious armored combat earthmover 
(AACE) vehicles and logistic support services to 
the. Under a contract signed between FNSS and 
the Philippines' Department of National Defense 
(DND), the vehicles will be delivered and training 
and logistics support services completed by the end 
of March 2023, according to a statement by the 
defense firm. 

The project's main goal is to support the Philippine 
military's modernization efforts, increasing its 
combat engineering capabilities. After being 
manufactured at FNSS facilities in Turkey, the 
vehicles will be delivered to the Philippines following 
tests in both countries. 

Philippine army personnel are to be trained to use 
the vehicles as part of the FNSS's integrated 
logistics support services. 

Ukraine to Buy Additional Turkish Bayraktar 

TB2 Drones for Navy 

The Ukrainian Navy plans to acquire Bayraktar TB2 
drones from Turkey for the Navy. “Bayraktar with 
improved tactical and technical characteristics and 
increased operational range will be used in the 
Black Sea and the Sea of Azov,” said the Navy’s 
commander Rear Admiral Oleksiy Neizhpapa in an 
interview with Radio Liberty. "We use them to 
monitor the surface situation, to support the forces 
both on the shore and at sea," Neizhpapa said.  

UKRAINE 
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Ukraine carried out test flights of Bayraktar drones 
in November 2020 and then decided to acquire 50 
Bayraktar TB2s and set up a large-scale assembly 
line for these deadly drones in the country. 

 MILGEM ADA-class corvettes. 

Following the Ukraine-Turkey’s deal signed recently 
covers supply of MILGEM Ada-class corvettes, the 
Ukrainian Okean Shipyard has been selected to 
build the Ukrainian Corvettes. In a statement, the 
shipyard said the warships will be built under 
agreements signed between the two countries in 
October and on December 15. 

The shipyard was chosen by the presidency after 
taking into consideration its specifications and 

He also pointed out the importance of funds coming 
from the European Union as part of pre-accession 
assistance for candidate countries and pointed out 
that the Ministry of Defence would work on the 
development of joint projects, such as energy 
efficiency and environmental protection in the 
defence sector. 

Ambassador Fabrizi confirmed Serbia’s 
contribution to the EU’s Common Security and 
Defence Policy, as well as its engagement in the EU 
HELBROC Battlegroup. 

Ways of expanding the cooperation between the 
Republic of Serbia and the European Union in the 
field of defence were also discussed in the meeting. 

qualified personnel, it added. Ukraine’s Okean    

Shipyard which is located in Mykolaiv province is 
the third major ship construction yard in the area. It 
operates modern production facilities supplied by 
world-known companies, and it has a medium and 
heavy tonnage production line. 

 

 

 Bulgarian Patrol Vessels to be equipped with 

Saab Combat Systems 

Multipurpose Modular Patrol Vessel. Saab has 
signed a contract with the German shipbuilding 
company Lürssen to provide combat systems for 
the Bulgarian Navy’s new Multipurpose Modular 
Patrol Vessels (MMPV). 

Lürssen is the prime contractor to the Bulgarian 
Ministry of Defence and will build the two new 
patrol vessels at the Bulgarian shipyard MTG 
Dolphin JSC. The vessels are scheduled to be 
delivered to the end customer between 2025 and 
2026. 

 

 
Minister Stefanović meets with Head of EU 

Delegation to Serbia Fabrizi 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defence 
Nebojša Stefanović, PhD, met with the Head of the 
EU Delegation to the Republic of Serbia, Sem 
Fabrizi. 

Stefanović noted that acquiring full EU membership 
status was Serbia’s strategic commitment and 
pointed out the Ministry of Defence’s contribution to 
the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP) through participation in missions and 
operations. 

 U.S. Air Force establishes enduring presence 

in Romania 

The U.S. Air Force has based MQ-9 Reaper aircraft 
and approximately 90 Airmen to the 71st Air Base 
in Campia Turzii, Romania, to conduct intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance missions in 
support of NATO operations. 

The MQ-9s will fall under the 31st Expeditionary 
Operations Group, Detachment 1, until the 
squadron is fully operational. The unit is 
subordinate to the 31st Fighter Wing at Aviano Air 
Base, Italy. 

“The forward and ready positioning of our MQ-9s at 
this key strategic location reassures our allies and 
partners, while also sending a message to our 
adversaries, that we can quickly respond to any 
emergent threat,” said Gen. Jeff Harrigian, the U.S. 
Air Forces in Europe and Air Forces Africa 
commander. 

In addition to exercising ISR capabilities, the MQ-9s 
will support Agile Combat Employment concepts, fly 
freedom of maneuver missions and integrate with 
joint and coalition forces in the region. While in 
theater, the MQ-9s may also participate in exercises 
that ensure interoperability with allied and partner 
nations. 

This deployment has been fully coordinated with the 
Romanian government. The United States and 
Romania enjoy a close military-to-military 
relationship as NATO allies and cooperate on 
numerous regional security issues. 

The forward MQ-9 presence enabled by this 
deployment demonstrates the United States’ 
commitment to the security and stability of Europe 

ROMANIA 



and aims to strengthen relationships between 
NATO allies and other European partners. 

Elbit Systems Awarded $27 Million Contract 

to Upgrade Romanian Air Force’s IAR-99 

Aircraft 

On December 14, 2020 – Elbit Systems Ltd. 
announced that it was awarded a contract valued at 
approximately $27 million from the Romanian-
based company, Avioane Craiova S.A., for the first 
phase of the upgrade program of the Romanian Air 
Force’s (“RoAF“) IAR-99 Standard trainer aircraft. 
The contract will be performed over a four-year 
period and includes integrated logistic support.  

Under the contract, Elbit Systems will equip the 
IAR-99 Standard aircraft with advanced avionics 
systems and live training Embedded Virtual 
Avionics system as well as Close Air Support and 
Air to Air capabilities. This technology upgrade will 
facilitate an effective transition of RoAF pilots to the 
operation of advanced fighter aircraft such as the F-
16. 

Yoram Shmuely, General Manager of Elbit Systems 
Aerospace, commented: “We are honored to 
provide continued support for the RoAF. This 
upgrade program follows a range of technologies 
delivered by Elbit Systems to the RoAF in 
collaboration with Romanian companies, including 
large scale upgrades for various fixed-wing aircraft 
as well as the supply of advanced capabilities for 
rotary-wing aircraft.” 

IAR-99 aircraft 

North Macedonia’s participation in KFOR 

On December 2020 Minister of Defense Radmila 
Shekerinska had a meeting with KFOR Commander 
Major General Franco Federici. The meeting was 
focused on our participation in the KFOR mission, 
security and stability in the region, as well as the 
measures taken to deal with Covid-19. 

Minister Shekerinska congratulated the KFOR 
Commander on his mandate and stressed her 
confidence that security cooperation in the region 
will continue in the interest of peace of the citizens 
living in the countries of this region. 

Federici expressed his gratitude for the participation 
of our army members in the KFOR mission and 
praised their knowledge and skills they demonstrate 
in performing their tasks. Commander Federici and 
said that KFOR has open doors for increasing our 
participation in the mission and expressed his 
satisfaction with the role that North Macedonia 
plays as a NATO member in the service of peace 
and stability in the region. 

Minister Shekerinska confirmed the readiness to 
increase the number of its country participants in 
the NATO mission in Kosovo next year and thanked 
him for commending the role of our troops in KFOR. 

REPUBLIC OF NORTH MACEDONIA 
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Falcon 2000 

Albatros for the 

French Navy 

On November 19, 2020, during a visit to the 
Dassault Aviation plant in Seclin, in northern 
France, the French Minister of the Armed Forces, 
Florence Parly announced the upcoming notification 
of the contract for the "Albatros" Maritime 
Surveillance and Intervention Aircraft (AVSIMAR) 
program, which will be based on the Dassault 
Aviation Falcon 2000LXS. In accordance ... 

Saint-Cloud, November 19th, 2020 – During a visit 
to the Dassault Aviation plant in Seclin, in northern 
France, the French Minister of the Armed Forces, 
Florence Parly, today announced the upcoming 
notification of the contract for the “Albatros” 
Maritime Surveillance and Intervention Aircraft 
(AVSIMAR) program, which will be based on the 
Dassault Aviation Falcon 2000LXS. In accordance 
with the multiyear military spending bill (LPM), the 
initial order is for seven aircraft, to be delivered from 
2025, out of the planned total of 12. 

Dassault Aviation and the dozens of French 
companies associated with the Falcon programs 
would like to thank the French Ministry of the Armed 
Forces, the French defense procurement agency 
(DGA) and the French Navy for their confidence. 
The Falcon 2000 Albatros will feature a 
multifunction radar under the fuselage, a high-
performance optronic turret, observation windows, a 
SAR (Search & Rescue) kit release system and 
dedicated communication systems. 

In line with the aeronautical maintenance 
transformation policy initiated by the French Ministry 
of the Armed Forces, the Albatros contract commits 
Dassault Aviation to a guaranteed availability 
clause, favoring industrial support in close 
cooperation with Navy personnel for 10 years. 

“ 

The Falcon 2000 Albatros is a high-performance 
aircraft equipped with a mission system and sensors 
of the latest generation. From the Falcon 20 of the 
U.S. Coast Guard to the Falcon 2000MSA of the 
Japanese Coast Guard, as well as the Falcon 200 
Gardian and 50M of the French Navy, we have 
extensive experience in maritime surveillance, in 
addition to our long experience in maritime patrol 
with the Atlantique“, said Eric Trappier, Chairman 
and CEO of Dassault Aviation. “Several countries 
have shown interest in these aircraft, which provide 
an effective response to the considerable 
challenges of homeland protection and maritime 
security and government action at sea: fighting 
pollution and trafficking, surveillance of borders and 
exclusion zones, fisheries policing, search and 
rescue at sea, etc. It is only fitting that France, which 
has the world’s second largest exclusive economic 
zone, should be at the forefront in the use of this 
type of aircraft.” 

The first Falcon 2000LXS aircraft on which the 
program will be based will be manufactured in 
France. The remainder will be produced in India as 
part of the offset arrangements related to the 2016 
Rafale contract. The conversion of the 12 Falcon 
2000LXS aircraft into the Albatros configuration will 
all be carried out in France. 

Over the past 50 years, Dassault Aviation has 
modified many Falcon aircraft to adapt them for 
maritime surveillance, medical evacuation, cargo 
transport, calibration, intelligence-gathering, 
training, etc. These multi-role aircraft represent 
approximately 10% of the Falcon fleet in service. 
French government services operate Falcon 10, 
200, 50, 900, 2000, 7X and soon 8X aircraft in a 
strategic intelligence version under the Archange 
contract. 

These multi-role Falcon aircraft are a perfect 
example of the dual civil/military know-how of 
Dassault Aviation: they benefit from the cutting-
edge technologies developed for our fighter aircraft 
and, at the same time, they take advantage of the 
industrial processes used for the highly competitive 
production of our business jets. 

© ERIDIA Studio / Dassault Aviation – A. Bonfort 
Falcon 2000 Albatros 
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Greek, French 

Ministers joint press 

conference for 

Rafale fighter’s deal 

The Minister of National Defence Mr. Nikolaos 
Panagiotopoulos welcomed the French Minister of 
Defence, Ms. Florence Parly,on Monday 25 January 
2021, in the Ministry of National Defence. 

The meeting was attended by the Deputy Minister 
of National Defence Mr. Alkiviadis Stefanis, the 
Chief/HNDGS General Konstantinos Floros, the 
General Secretary of the Ministry Mr. Antonis 
Oikonomou, the Chief/HAFGS Lieutenant General 
(HAF) Georgios Blioumis, the Chief/HAGS 
Lieutenant General Charalambos Laloussis, and 
the Chief/HNGS Stylianos Petrakis (HN). 

Mr. Panagiotopoulos and Ms. Parly had a private 
meeting, while representations from Greece and 
France had bilateral talks at “Ioannis Kapodistrias” 
Hall. The two Ministers attended the signing of the 
Agreement for the procurement of 18 “Rafale” 
fighters; afterwards, the Minister of National 
Defence accompanied his French counterpart to the 
Maximos Mansion, where Ms Parly was received by 
the Prime Minister Mr. Kyriakos Mitsotakis. 

Following a press conference after the signing of the 
Agreement, the Minister of National Defence stated 
the following: “Ladies and Gentlemen, Today I had 
the honour and pleasure to welcome the Minister of 
Defence of the French Republic, Mrs. Florence 
Parly, at the Ministry of National Defence, in the 
context of an official visit of hers in Athens, on the 
occasion of the Contracts’ signing regarding 18 
“Rafale” fighters. 

The procurement of the French “Rafale” fighters is a 
landmark for our bilateral defence cooperation, and 
for the relations between Greece and France in 
general. It will contribute to the additional 
reinforcement of the fighting capability and 
deterrence power of the Air Force and the Armed 
Forces; whose basic mission is the defence of our 
country’s territorial integrity and sovereign rights. 

We are really proud as, until now, no negotiations 
regarding such a complex and extended armaments 
programme were completed so quickly and 
systematically. The personnel who were involved in 
this, from both sides, deserve congratulations. 

By acquiring the “Rafale” fighters, the fire power of 
the Hellenic Air Force will be multiplied. The special 
features of the “Rafale”, with the advanced 
electronic systems, along with their weapons of 
strategic nature, make them an important factor of 
air supremacy.  



Furthermore, choosing to acquire the “Rafale” 
fighters highlights the strategic nature of the Greek-
French relations, and France’s unwavering support 
in our country, against challenges and threats. It 
confirms a long tradition of excellent cooperation 
relations between our countries, both at bilateral 
level and in the context of regional and international 
organisations. 

These relations are based on solidarity and the 
powerful, everlasting and sincere friendship of our 
countries and peoples, already since the era of the 
1821 Greek Revolution and the contribution of the 
French philhellenes and France, as Great Power, to 
Greece’s national struggle for freedom. With my 
counterpart Ms. Parly, we expressed our 
satisfaction for the high level of our bilateral defence 
relations, as well as our wider cooperation, which 
will be further expanded, both at tactical and 
strategic level. 

Additionally, we had the opportunity to exchange 
views on our cooperation in the context of the 
European Defence Initiatives and our participation 
in the “Permanent Structured Cooperation”, known 
as PESCO, as well as the steps towards the 
implementation of the vision we share with France, 
regarding Europe of Defence. Finally, we discussed 
the security and stability challenges in the East 
Mediterranean and our common will to contribute to 
the security, stability and welfare in the wider region, 
based on the respect of the rules of International 
Law and the Principles of good Neighborliness. 
Dear Minister, dear Florence, once again I welcome 
you in Greece. Thank you”. 

“Mister Minister, ladies and gentlemen, Almost a 
year ago, on 29 January 2020, President Macron 
and Prime Minister Mitsotakis announced their 
intention to develop a strategic relation among our 
countries; I would like to express my pride and joy 
today, as I am here with my counterpart Nikos 
Panagiotopoulos, to attend the signing of the 
agreement for the procurement by Greece of 18 
Rafale. In this way, Greece becomes the first 
European country to acquire this fighter, thus 
obtaining capabilities and technological means 
whose excellence is collectively recognised, while 
its efficiency is incessantly proved on the field. I am 
very happy for Greece’s choice; a choice that is 
exclusively European.Our countries share many 
common purposes, aspirations and challenges, 
which we have the will to commonly develop and 
confront. The quality of the cooperation between 
France and Greece is particularly visible in the 
Mediterranean, where the exercises have increased 
in the last months, both at bilateral and multilateral 
level.I shall only refer to two of them: the first one 
was in the form of a quadrilateral cooperation with 
our Italian and Cypriot allies, last August, when we 
all commonly confirmed our presence at sea and in 
the air, by common exercises of our Armed Forces. 

In addition, we participated in a similar exercise last 
December in Egypt, on the side of our partners from 
the UAE and Cyprus. You can rest assured that this 
momentum will be further enhanced within 2021. 

In a few days, we shall develop important air assets 
in Greece, in the context of the “Skyros” mission. 
This long-range development shall include up to 170 
airmen, four Rafale, two A400M “Atlas” and a MTT 
“Phoenix”. Given this opportunity, our air forces 
shall perform operational trainings. France shall 
also participate in the international exercise 
“Iniochos”, planned for 12 to 22 April here in Greece, 
with four Mirage 2000 and eight Rafale, by the side 
of the US air forces, as well as forces from Israel, 
the UAE and Italy. 

Finally, sometime by the end of February and early 
March – in the framework of our “Charles de Gaulle” 
aircraft carrier mission in the East Mediterranean, 
the escort of a Greek frigate shall offer a new 
opportunity to our forces, to travel side-by-side, and 
learn to cooperate thus enhancing their 
interoperability. This cooperation that is being built, 
particularly in the Mediterranean, is essential for 
ensuring the European continent’s security, and 
making sure that the right and the freedom of 
movement will be respected. This region is located 
at the crossroads of numerous crises – in Libya, in 
Syria –, it is subject to increasing tension and, 
against all these challenges, it is really essential for 
us Europeans to realise that commonly, by 
acquiring the apposite capabilities, we can find 
viable solutions. 

In the larger picture, we should continue together 
with the development of a European sovereignty, 
which will add to the transatlantic link. As far as this 
issue, as well as many others, is concerned, France 
is convinced that it can count on Greece’s support. 

The hope I shall extend today is that we should see 
this relationship of trust between France and 
Greece carry on. The excellence of this strategic 
and operational relationship could maybe be also 
expressed through new capabilities in the field of the 
Hellenic Navy; in any case, I hope that it could. 
France shall soon forward its proposals to Greece, 
regarding Greece’s possibilities to renew of its 
frigate fleet and preserve its character of sea power. 

Today is a big day, dear Mr. Minister. It is an 
excellent chance for us to celebrate a prosperous 
and historic defence relation, as you also said. 

This year, the 200th Anniversary since the Greek 
War of Independence that was decisively assisted 
by France who fought by your side, I would like to 
express how proud I am to be here and ensure that 
this deep and long friendship that bonds our 
countries shall continue to exist. Thank you”. 
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Greece equips itself 

with the RAFALE in 

the continuity of a 

partnership with 

DASSAULT 

AVIATION of more 

than 45 years 

On 25 January 2021, in the premises of the Greek 
Ministry of National Defence, Theodoros Lagios, 
General Director of Armament and Investments of 
the Greek MOD, and Eric Trappier, Chairman and 
CEO of Dassault Aviation, signed a contract, worth 
of 1,9 million euro for the acquisition of 18 Rafale 
aircraft for the Hellenic Air Force, as well as a 
contract worth of 400.000 million euro for the 
logistical support of the fleet. 

This signing ceremony was held in Athens in the 
presence of Mrs. Florence Parly, Minister of the 
Armed Forces of France, and Mr. Nikolaos 
Panagiotopoulos, Minister of National Defense of 
Greece. 

As a European country and member of NATO, 
Greece is a major strategic partner of France. 
Dassault Aviation is honored by the Greek 
government’s decision, that extends an 
uninterrupted partnership for 45 years. 

© Dassault Aviation – A. Pecchi- Rafale in flight 

© Dassault Aviation- Greece equips itself with 
the RAFALE 

The order for 18 Rafale includes 12 Rafale recently 
in service with the French Air Force and 6 new 
Rafale produced at Dassault Aviation plants. To 
meet the urgent need of the Greek authorities, the 
deliveries of aircraft will begin in the summer of 2021 
and will be spread over two years. The logistic 
support contract will support the Hellenic Air Force 
Rafale’s air activity over four and a half years, 
maintaining the availability of equipment and 
systems at the highest level. 

The arrival of the Rafale in Greece highlights the 
quality of the strategic relationship between Greece 
and France and the continuation of more than forty-
five years of solid partnership with Dassault Aviation 
and its industrial partners Thales and Safran.As with 
the Mirage F1 in 1974, the Mirage 2000 in 1985 and 
finally the Mirage 2000-5 in 2000, the Rafale is an 
opportunity to launch new cooperation’s with the 
Greek aerospace industry. 
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“Greece is a leading European partner, a major 
member of NATO and a special partner of France, 
with which Dassault Aviation has stood steadfastly 
by its side for more than 45 years. The continuity of 
our presence in Greece, even in the most difficult 
times, is a token of the quality of this relationship. 
That is why I am proud and happy to sign today this 
contract, which symbolizes the extension of the 
commitment of Dassault Aviation towards Greece 
since 1974. I would like to thank the Greek 
authorities for their renewed confidence in us. I 
assure them of our total mobilization to achieve the 
objectives that are defined”, said Eric Trappier, 
Chairman and CEO of Dassault Aviation. 

With over 10,000 military and civil aircraft delivered 
in more than 90 countries over the last century, 
Dassault Aviation has built up expertise recognized 
worldwide in the design, development, sale and 
support of all types of aircraft, ranging from the 
Rafale fighter, to the high-end Falcon family of 
business jets, military drones and space systems. In 
2019, Dassault Aviation reported revenues of €7,3 
billion. The company has 12,750 employees. 

MBDA to arm 

Hellenic Air Force’s 

new Rafale fighter 

jets 

The new aircrafts’ weapons will benefit from the 
strong commonality with those from the Mirage 
2000s and Mirage 2000-5s currently in service in the 
Hellenic Air Force. Like these, the Rafales will be 
armed with SCALP cruise missiles, AM39 Exocet 
anti-ship missiles and MICA multi-mission air-to-air 
missiles. Additionally, MBDA will also supply Meteor 
beyond visual range air-to-air missiles. 

Eric Béranger, CEO of MBDA, said: “The signing of 
this agreement turns a new page in our relationship 
with Greece, which we have had for more than half 
a century. The country was the very first customer 
of the Exocet missile in 1968, showing great 
confidence in it and in our predecessor companies. 
This confidence has been renewed over the years 
and is being renewed again today. It is our duty to 
do everything we can in order to continue delivering 
on this confidence into tomorrow.” 

MBDA is the only European group capable of 
designing and producing missiles and missile 
systems that correspond to the full range of current 
and future operational needs of the three-armed 
forces (land, sea and air). With a significant 
presence in five European countries and within the 
USA, in 2018 MBDA achieved revenue of 3.2 billion 
euros with an order book of 17.4 billion euros. With 
more than 90 armed forces customers in the world, 
MBDA is a world leader in missiles and missile 
systems. In total, the group offers a range of 45 
missile systems and countermeasures products 
already in operational service and more than 15 
others currently in development. MBDA is jointly 
owned by Airbus (37.5 %), BAE Systems (37.5 %), 
and Leonardo (25 %). 

© MBDA 2021-Meteor 
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Marshall Aerospace and 

Defence Group and 

INTRACOM DEFENSE 

signed a Cooperation 

Agreement for Integrated 

Hybrid Power Solutions 

Marshall Aerospace and Defence Group (MADG) 
and INTRACOM DEFENSE (IDE) have signed an 
agreement that will see them collaborate on the 
development and support of advanced Hybrid 
Power solutions for the global security and defense 
markets of mutual interest. The cooperation 
agreement will see the two organizations share their 
complementary technological, manufacturing and 
commercial capabilities to work on a wide range of 
tactical and field power applications.  The 
relationship will leverage MADG’s industry-leading 
expertise in deployable infrastructure, land 
platforms integrated systems and capability 
sustainment through Managed Support Services, 
with IDE’s fielded Hybrid Electric Power Systems 
(HEPS®) technology in Energy Storage and 
intelligent Power Management & Control. 
Recognising electric power sustainment as a critical 
parameter in the increasingly mobile and network-
centric operations, MADG and IDE have committed 
to a joint development effort for flexible and scalable 
energy solutions, ranging from stand-alone 
products to comprehensive microgrid applications 
and customized solutions.  

The two companies aim to deliver cost-effective, 
efficient, resilient and environmentally sustainable 
solutions that address the challenges of the current 
and future operations. 

Marshall Aerospace and Defence Group (MADG) 
has specialized in protecting people in critical 
situations for more than 100 years. Today the 
company continues to deliver its global customers 
world-leading applied engineering services across 
its core capabilities of managed services, 
integration and technologies. MADG comprises a 
team of more than 1,800 highly skilled colleagues, 
located across UK, Canada, Europe and Middle 
East, dedicated to setting the highest standards 
across the industry. MADG is part of Marshall of 
Cambridge (Holdings) Limited, the private holding 
company of the Marshall family. Founded in 1909, 
the Group had a turnover of nearly £2.6bn in 2019, 
and more than 6,300 employees. 

INTRACOM DEFENSE (IDE) is part of INTRACOM 
Holdings, a group with €522mil annual turnover, 
employing approx. 2900 people, and international 
activity in 70 countries. IDE is a highly acclaimed 
Defense Systems Company in Greece, with an 
outstanding record of participation in domestic 
programs and exports to quality-driven international 
customers. IDE utilizes high-end technologies in the 
design and development of advanced products in 
the areas of Tactical Communications, C4I 
Systems, Hybrid Electric Power Systems, Missile 
Electronics, Surveillance and Unmanned Systems. 
The Company retains its international recognition 
through the long-standing participation in European 
and NATO new technology development programs. 
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LOTUS: Next Generation 

Tactical UAV from 

INTRACOM DEFENSE  

for ISR missions 

The new European Tactical UAV, specially 
designed for the effective border surveillance and 
reconnaissance of threats and high value targets, 
will be of Hellenic provenance. INTRACOM 
DEFENSE (IDE) signed with the European 
Commission, the Grant Agreement for the 9.7 
million € funding of the LOTUS – Low Observable 
Tactical Unmanned System program, approved last 
July in the framework of EDIDP (European Defense 
Industrial Development Program).  

The LOTUS – Low Observable Tactical Unmanned 
System employs a number of innovative 
characteristics, such as: 

• Stealth properties, hiding it from enemy
forces

• Stand-off operational capabilities
• Airworthiness and interoperability 

based on NATO standards
• Reliable communications
• Extensive adoption of Artificial 

Intelligence
• Cybersecurity and Expandability to

support additional missions

Some of the platform’s advanced features cannot be 
incorporated in existing designs, providing LOTUS 
with a strong competitive advantage. 

The LOTUS program will be based on prior 
experience and know-how acquired through the 
collaboration of IDE with key partners in previous 
RPAS designs, such as: 

• HCUAV, which has already been flight-
tested

• DELAER, which is expected to perform
flights next year.

Greece, in cooperation with the Participating 
Member States, is presented with a unique 
opportunity to demonstrate the country’s industrial 
capability to develop state-of-the-art technologies, 
and also to coordinate a wide group of participating 
private and public sector EU partners.  

The onsortium of the LOTUS program is 
coordinated by IDE and comprises of industrial, 
scientific and military entities from Greece (IDE, 
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, ALTUS, CFT, 
University of Patras and the Hellenic Air Force 
Telecommunications and Electronics Depot), 
Cyprus (SignalGenerix, Cyric and Geoimaging), 
Spain (Embention) and the Netherlands (RHEA 
Group). 

Through its participation in the program, the Hellenic 
Ministry of Defense (HMoD) will be able to field its 
respective operational requirements and to achieve 
its self-sufficiency within a 5-year plan, bypassing 
the obstacle of non-controlled critical systems. 
Moreover, HMoD will have the opportunity to 
acquire a TRPAS, which will fill effectively a 
confirmed capability gap for the country’s defense. 
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The MSVS trucks 

complete their first 

year in the Canadian 

Army  

On December 4, 2019, the 1,587th and last Medium 
Support Vehicle System (MSVS) truck was 
completed on the production lines in Marolles-en-
Hurepoix. It was then shipped to Canada for final 
integration. On February 13th, 2020, Mack Defense 
handed it to the Canadian Army’s officials in Saint 
Nicolas, Quebec, thus concluding a three-year 
industrial adventure which had started in France. 
The MSVS trucks’ first year of service has been 
extremely busy already, with deployments both in 
Canada and in foreign operations.  
The Medium Support Vehicle System (MSVS) 
program was designed to provide Canada with a 
fleet of mid-sized, multi-purpose logistics vehicles to 
replace their aging Medium Logistics Vehicle 
Wheeled (MLVW) fleets, which had been in service 
since the 1980s. It also included the acquisition of 
Armored Protection Systems and trailers. These 
new trucks and their equipment had to be able to 
provide a complete transport capacity (particularly 
in terms of loading/unloading of loads or on-board 
equipment) in theaters of operation, both on national 
territory and abroad.  
Under Phase 4 of the MSVS program, which 
included the provision of Standard Military Pattern 
(SMP) trucks, including their trailers and crane 
systems, armored cabins and protective equipment, 
and vehicle support, Arquus Engineering and 
Manufacturing teams led parts of the militarization 
for all five variants of the 1,587-trucks program. This 
complete militarization aimed at ensuring the 
vehicle met the true capabilities of a truck designed 
for military use.  

Arquus has a solid and long experience in the 
design and production of logistic and tactical military 
carriers, both specifically designed for the military 
and commercially designed but transformed for 
military use. In France alone, this partnership with 
the Army continues today with the GBC8KT, 
GBC180, TRM10000, TRM 2000, VLRA, or Sherpa 
Medium trucks. In total, more than 10,000 trucks 
that are now used daily in the French Army alone 
are Arquus-made.  

This expertise has recently led to the launch of 
a brand-new logistics and tactical range, the 
Armis family, consisting of three 4x4, 6x6 and 
8x8 vehicles perfectly adapted to the needs of 
modern armed forces, designed by Arquus and 
built by the company and its French partners.  

This experience enabled Arquus to take charge 
of the studies and design of militarized 
enhancements and transformations for the 
vehicles designed for the Canadian Army. 
These activities ensured the definition of a 
coherent global architecture adapted to the 
specific requirements of the Canadian Army in 
support of their mission profile and anticipated 
global deployments. 

The militarization activities were carried out at 
two Arquus sites, in close cooperation with other 
Volvo Group businesses, Renault Trucks, Mack 
Defense and Prevost, and under the supervision of 
the French defense procurement agency, the 
Délégation Générale de l’Armement (DGA), the 
program's agent.  
As part of the MSVS Program, the rolling chassis 
arrived from two Renault Trucks plants, Bourg-en-
Bresse (bare chassis) and Blainville (cab) and were 
delivered to Marolles-en-Hurepoix, where a 
production line was purposely set up to advance 
assembly by adding specific enhancements such as 
cold weather start kits, Crane and supporting 
Hydraulic System installations among key activities. 

A total of five variants were supported: 

The LHS (Load Handling System): an 
MSVS truck version designed to embark, 
transport and deliver containers with a 
payload of up to 9.5t. It represents 47% of 
the whole fleet.  
The TCV (Troop Carrying Cargo): the 
"standard" cargo version of the MSVS, 
which makes about 38% of the fleet. It is 
equipped with a rear platform, side rails, a 
tailgate, folding seats and a tarpaulin. 
Versatile, it can embark 24 soldiers or 
equipment.  
The MHC (Material Handling Crane), 3% of 
the fleet, is a specialized version, similar to 
the "basic" version. On its open rear deck, it 
is equipped with hydraulic systems and a 
crane to handle loads.  

© 2021 Arquus - MSVS 
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The Mobile Repair Team vehicle (MRT), 
which represents 10% of the fleet, is an 
MHC truck specially modified to embark a 
workshop-configured shelter.  
The Gun Tractor (GT), an MHC truck also 
modified to handle towed artillery pieces. It 
makes about 2% of the total fleet.  

In parallel, the Arquus site in Limoges, which 
specializes in the manufacturing of Arquus new 
vehicles, assembled and prepared for shipment to 
Canada the trimming kits for the 161 Armoured 
Protection Systems (APS), which were being final 
assembled in Canada.  

Limoges, also due to its extensive expertise in final 
assemblies of vehicles, also contributed in 
supporting Marolles in final assemblies of the MSVS 
fleet in order to meet program timelines and 
milestones.  
311 MSVS were delivered by Arquus in 2018, and 
1276 in 2019 (i.e. an average of about 4 trucks per 
day, and more than 6 vehicles per day during peak 
production activities), illustrating the company's 
ability to produce efficiently a large number of 
vehicles in a constrained timeframe and to adapt to 
different rates on different configurations. Arquus 
has also been able to design and very quickly 
develop a complex production line, capable of 
managing different configurations.  

In total, for Arquus, several dozen operators have 
been involved in the MSVS program, in the Design 
Office, project management, production, integration 
and finishing, both in Marolles and in Limoges.  

Arquus' handling of this part of the program 
illustrates the company's capabilities in the design 
and production of military tactical and logistic 
carriers, as well as program processing in 
partnership with a large number of players. 

The program also demonstrated Arquus' good 
management of a complex industrial scheme 
involving a large number of players (Renault Trucks, 
Prevost, the DGA, the Canadian customer) as well 
as constant communication between Arquus' 
Marolles and Limoges sites. More generally, the 
MSVS program demonstrated the Volvo Group's 
ability to pool the many complementary skills of the 
companies that meet customer requirements and 
expectations. 

The Canadian Army is very satisfied with the 
capabilities and quality of the MSVS trucks. All 
trucks have been deployed throughout Canada and 
have already been used in support of both domestic 
(Flood and humanitarian) and International (NATO) 
operations. 
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Naval Group 

welcomes the 

decision of the 

President of the 

French Republic to 

launch the studies 

of a future Aircraft 

Carrier 

The President of the Republic announced the 
launch of studies for the replacement of the Charles 
de Gaulle aircraft carrier by a new nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier by 2038. Naval Group is delighted 
with this decision and will be involved in this historic 
project with its major industrial partners Chantiers 
de l'Atlantique, TechnicAtome and Dassault 
Aviation. Naval Group's know-how and skills will be 
fully mobilised to meet the French armed forces’ 
expectations. The President of the French 
Republic’s choice is a major boost for the French 
defence industrial and technological base and the 
nuclear industry as this project will mobilise several 
hundred jobs in France, and then several thousand 
each year in the implementation phase. 

Pierre Eric Pommellet, Chairman and CEO of Naval 
Group said: "We are delighted with the 
announcement by the President of the French 
Republic, which will enable France to maintain its 
position in the very restricted circle of major powers 
holding a nuclear aircraft carrier. This project will 
help develop jobs in the defence industrial and 
technological base and ensure the continuity of our 
skills in the current health and economic crisis. 
Naval Group, its partners and its entire ecosystem 
will enable the French Navy to benefit from the best 
naval systems for its flagship. We are committed, as 
an overall architect, to respond, together with our 
partners Chantiers de l'Atlantique and 
TechnicAtome, as well as Dassault Aviation, to the 
expression of needs of the French general 
armament directorate (DGA) and the French 
Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy 
Commission (CEA). Finally, this project will make it 
possible to develop innovation in the fields of 
propulsion and high added-value military systems, 
thus maintaining France's technological lead and its 

position as a key geostrategic player. This is a huge 
pride for Naval Group to begin the building of the 
biggest warship France has ever built". 

Naval Group has been contributing for 60 years to 
the design, construction and maintenance in 
operational condition of the French aircraft carriers 
As the European leader in naval defence, Naval 
Group has for many decades ensured the 
technological superiority of the vessels of the 
French Navy and its international customers. Their 
operational excellence has been regularly 
demonstrated. 

Among its many accomplishments, Naval Group 
has contributed to the design, construction and 
maintenance in operational condition of the three 
aircraft carriers of the French Navy: the 
Clémenceau, the Foch and the Charles de Gaulle. 
These ships have contributed to France's influence 
in many conflict areas around the world. Naval 
Group is one of a very small number of industrial 
companies capable of building aircraft carriers. 

More specifically, Naval Group has also built and 
integrated, in partnership with the CEA and 
TechnicAtome, the two nuclear boilers on-board the 
Charles de Gaulle aircraft carrier, the first French 
aircraft carrier equipped with nuclear propulsion. 
This nuclear-powered vessel has proven her 
reliability and safety. Nuclear propulsion gives this 
ship a considerable autonomy at sea and a great 
flexibility of use. 

Having entered active service in 2001, the aircraft 
carrier Charles de Gaulle will be in service until 
approximately 2038. 

Naval Group's exceptional skills, unique in Europe, 
will be fully mobilised 
Naval Group, as a system integrator and prime 
contractor for the French Navy's submarines and 
surface vessels, has developed advanced and rare 
skills. Among its expertise, Naval Group has skills in 
three key areas in particular: the activities of 
architect and overall prime contractor, of systems 
integrator of complex naval weapon systems, and 
concerning nuclear propulsion, the manufacture 
and assembly of reactors, and the maintenance in 
operational condition of nuclear boilers. 

Naval Group also has unique expertise in Europe in 
the integration and implementation of an aircraft 
carrier equipped with catapults and landing brakes 
as well as her air group. Integrating more than 
200,000 pieces of equipment in 2,500 premises, 
producing more than 10,000 drawings, managing 
more than 3,000 contracts, and assembling 1,200 
km of cables and 300 km of piping require a cutting-
edge expertise. This expertise also covers the 
integration of the combat and navigation systems.  
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Fully interconnected with allies units, the combat 
system enables to prepare, coordinate and lead the 
aircraft carrier’s actions and those of the naval 
aviation group in real time. The combat system also 
ensures the ship self-defence and the security of 
internal as well as external communications. 

In addition, Naval Group has infrastructures 
dedicated to these areas of expertise. For nuclear 
propulsion, for example, there is a test platform for 
turbo-alternator modules at the Naval Group site in 
Nantes-Indret. The company also has integration 
platforms for combat systems and control systems, 
and a unique tool for simulating flows on the flight 
deck of aeronautical munitions combined with virtual 
reality visualization. 
The project for the future aircraft carrier guarantees 
the durability of skills and jobs for the entire French 
defence industrial and technological base 

The development and construction of the new 
generation aircraft carrier represents an investment 
of nearly twenty years, from 2021 to 2038. After a 
sketch phase, Naval Group and its industrial 
partners will now be in charge of carrying out a two-
year preliminary design studiy, which will be  

followed by detailed design studies that will finally 
precede the development and construction of the 
aircraft carrier, a product of rare complexity. 
The nuclear component of the propulsion, the 
implementation of on-board aviation and the 
operation of the new-generation aircraft carrier will 
lead Naval Group to reinforce key skills of 
engineers, technicians and workers at all Naval 
Group sites: Lorient, Nantes-Indret, Toulon, 
Angoulême-Ruelle and Brest, as well as those of its 
major partners Chantiers de l’Atlantique, 
TechnicAtome and Dassault Aviation. 
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Leonardo: Qatar’s 

NH90 helicopter 

program marks 

major milestone                                   

with first flights 

• Last week the first of 12 NH90 NFH naval
helicopters and the first of 16 NH90 TTH
over-land variant took to the air from
Leonardo’s Venice Tessera facility and
Airbus Helicopters’ Marignane site
respectively.

• As well as acting as prime contractor for
the overall programme, Leonardo is
responsible for the final assembly and
delivery of the 12 NH90 NFH helicopters
from its Venice Tessera facility. The
company is also providing a support and
training services package for crews and
maintenance technicians.

• Acceptance of the first batch of NH90s by
the Qatar Emiri Air Force is scheduled to
start before the end of 2021, with the last
helicopter planned to be delivered in 2025.
• Managed through the NHIndustries joint
venture, the NH90 is the largest military
helicopter programme in Europe. Around
430 units are in service worldwide and the
platform has logged over 270,000 flight
hours in a wide range of weather and
environmental conditions, over land and
sea.

The Qatar Emiri Air Force’s NH90 helicopter 
programme marked a major milestone last week 
with first flights performed in Italy and France. The 
first NH90 NATO frigate helicopter (NFH), 
assembled at Leonardo’s Venice Tessera facility, 
and the first tactical troop transport (TTH) over-land 
aircraft, assembled at Airbus Helicopters’ 
Marignane site, took to the air on 15th and 18th of 
December respectively. The flights allowed crews to 
evaluate general handling and basic systems and 
the helicopters performed as expected. 
Qatar’s NH90 programme includes 16 NH90 TTHs 
for land operations, 12 NH90 NFHs for naval 
missions, a comprehensive support, maintenance & 
training services package and associated 
infrastructure. The programme has the potential to 
be extended in the future with the addition of 6 + 6 
units in a mixture of TTH and NFH variants. 
Leonardo is prime contractor for the overall 
programme and is also responsible for the final 
assembly and delivery of the 12 NH90 NFH 
helicopters from its Venice Tessera facility. The 
company is also supplying simulators, training aids 
and an extensive maintenance support and training 
services package for aircrews and maintenance 
technicians. Leonardo is providing, contributing to or 
supporting the integration of various avionics and 
sensor payloads, including the Leonardo LEOSS-T 
HD electro-optical system, HD Mission Video 
Recorder, Automatic Identification System, Tactical 
video link and Full HD display for cabin consoles. 
Airbus Helicopters is responsible for carrying out the 
final assembly of the 16 NH90 TTH aircraft. 
Acceptance of the first batch of NH90s by the Qatar 
Emiri Air Force is scheduled to start before the end 
of 2021, with the last helicopter planned to be 
delivered in 2025. 

  

 

Gian Piero Cutillo, Leonardo Helicopters MD, said “We’re 
extremely pleased to celebrate this important achievement as we 
continue to work to deliver this programme. The NH90 is set to 
provide the Qatar Ministry of Defence, an important and 
longstanding customer, with outstanding operational capabilities 
suitable for a range of missions. Together with our industrial 
partners, we’re committed to completing and introducing this 
essential defence and security enabler for our customer.” 
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Leonardo: first two 

M-345 jet trainer

aircraft delivered to 

the Italian Air Force 

• Profumo: “the first delivery of this new
aircraft is a significant milestone and a
success for the Country”

• The Italian Air Force has a total
requirement for up to 45 M-345s. They will
gradually replace the 137 MB-339s which
have been in service since 1982

• 
As well as being the future aircraft of the 
Italian Air Force Frecce Tricolori acrobatic 
team, the M-345 is a highly-effective 
military pilot training platform, delivering jet 
trainer aircraft-like performance and 
efficiency at the cost of a turboprop 

On 22 December 2020, rd December, delivered the 
first two M-345 jet trainer aircraft to the Italian Air 
Force, which to-date has ordered 18 units from a 
total requirement for up to 45 aircraft. The new type, 
designated T-345A by the Italian Air Force, will 
gradually replace the 137 MB-339s which have 
been in service since 1982. 

Marco Zoff, Leonardo Aircraft Managing Director, 
said: “Building on our heritage and expertise in jet 
trainers, the M-345 will allow our customers to 
achieve a significant improvement in training 
effectiveness while at the same time reducing 
operating costs. This first delivery to the Italian Air 
Force is a key milestone, the result of a 
longstanding and productive team working closely 
together with the operator.” 

The new M-345, designed to meet basic and basic-
advanced training requirements, will complement 
the in-service M-346, which is used for advanced 
pilot training. Leonardo’s integrated training system 
developed around the M-345 platform, is 
representative of the company’s technological 
leadership in training pilots to fly current and future 
generation aircraft. The system benefits from 
experience with, and technology developed for, the 
M-346, which includes a "Live Virtual Constructive"
capability. This allows aircraft which are flying live
training missions to incorporate simulated "friend" or
"foe" elements into scenarios, allowing the pilot to
be exposed to the full range of possible operational
situations.

The M-345 is a high-performance aircraft which 
supports a pilot’s transition from basic trainers to 
latest-generation fighters. The Italian Air Force’s 
acquisition of the new aircraft is an important step 
forward in the modernization of its fleet, with the M-
345 replacing the MB-339A in Air Force’s second 
and third military pilot training phases. The M-345 
has also been chosen as the new aircraft of the 
Italian Air Force’s acrobatic team, the “Frecce 
Tricolori”. 
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UK orders 

production of 

MBDA’s SPEAR 

mini-cruise missile 

MBDA has received a contract valued at £550 
million for production of the SPEAR missile system 
from the UK Ministry of Defence. SPEAR (known in 
UK service as SPEAR3) is a first-of-class network 
enabled miniature cruise missile. 

SPEAR will be the main medium-to-long-range 
strike weapon of the UK F-35 combat aircraft, 
enabling them to defeat challenging targets such as 
mobile long-range air defence systems at over-the-
horizon ranges in all weathers and in highly 
contested environments. 

Guided firings of SPEAR will start within 18 months 
from a Eurofighter Typhoon fighter aircraft, with 
missile and launcher production beginning in 2023. 
The new contract follows the successful 
implementation of the weapon development phase 
contract for SPEAR placed in 2016 and the 
contracting of integration of SPEAR onto F-35 in 
2019. 

Éric Béranger, CEO of MBDA, said: “MBDA is 
delighted to receive this contract, it is the result of 
many years of hard work by our dedicated and 
highly skilled engineering team.  Stand-off, network 
enabled and swarming weapons are a key part of 
MBDA’s vision – SPEAR is leading the way with 
these technologies and is the most technically 
advanced weapon of its type.” 

The contract for SPEAR will employ a peak of 570 
people at MBDA plus a further 200 in the Tier 1 
supply chain. This will see the creation of 190 highly 
skilled technology jobs at MBDA in areas including 
system design, software engineering, seekers, and 
guidance control & navigation in Stevenage, Bristol 
and Bolton.  

It forms part of the Portfolio Management 
Agreement (PMA), a partnership initiated in 2010 
between the UK MoD and MBDA on sovereign 
complex weapons design and production. The PMA 
delivers world-beating military equipment for the UK 
Armed Forces and has secured over 4,000 UK jobs 
at MBDA while generating savings worth over £1.2 
billion. 
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First firing of a 

Medium-Range 

Missile (MMP) from 

a Sabre special 

forces vehicle 

MBDA has carried out the first firing of an MMP 
missile from an ARQUUS Sabre special forces 
vehicle, as part of a firing campaign implemented 
with the support of the French Army and of the 
Direction Générale de l’Armement (DGA - French 
Procurement Agency). 

The firing was carried out at the Canjuers military 
camp in the south of France, using ‘lock-on-before-
launch’ mode against a tank 3,500 metres away, 
with a rapid switchover to ‘fire-and-forget’ mode, 
making the vehicle fully mobile after firing. 

Once again, the MMP system demonstrated the 
accuracy of its target acquisition and the quality of 
its guidance system by achieving a direct hit, without 
operator intervention. 

In addition to this firing, multiple engagements were 
simulated on the post, against fixed or mobile 
targets, with the vehicle moving around the test 
range, thus crossing a further milestone in the 
validation of the ergonomic, tactical and safety 
studies. 

During the debriefing, the French Army's gunner 
was very enthusiastic: “The firing installation is safe, 
its ergonomics make for easy aiming, and the 
missile was launched without any discomfort to the 
gunner, and as stealthily as ever.” 

The MMP – the first fifth-generation missile to be 
deployed in combat – has been in service with the 
French Army for two years. Flexible and versatile, it 
has been battle-tested and deployed in various 
theatres around the world (desert, tropical, 
mountainous and Arctic areas).A valuable asset for 
Special Forces operating over long distances, the 
MMP allows for the resupply of munitions by airdrop. 
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Nexter, Thales et 

Arquus succeed in 

presenting the 128 

GRIFFONs planned 

for 2020 

On December 18, 2020, Nexter, Thales and Arquus, 
as part of the temporary grouping of companies 
(GME) EBMR (Engins Blindés Multi-Rôles), 
presented the 128th GRIFFON planned for 2020 to 
the French Delegation for Armaments (DGA). Under 
the terms of the SCORPION program, and despite 
an unprecedented health crisis that profoundly 
affected production, the three manufacturers were 
able to take the challenge and meet their contractual 
objectives. 
After this step, the last GRIFFONs will have to be 
submitted to the verification operations carried out 
by the DGA's quality department. The vehicles will 
then be transported to the Canjuers site where the 
Army will proceed to take them into account; it is 
then that the DGA will formally receive them. To 
date, 90 GRIFFON have completed this route, 
adding to the 92 GRIFFON delivered in 2019. From 
January 2021, the last vehicles that left the 
production line in December will join them in the 
regiments, catching up very early in 2021 with the 
delay due to the health crisis. 

From March 2020, Covid-19 has indeed strongly 
disrupted the industrial organization of the program. 
The site of Roanne, where the GRIFFON and 
JAGUAR are assembled, was forced to suspend its 
activity from March 20 to 30 in order to allow the 
installation of a structure adapted to the resumption 
of the activity under maximum safety conditions. 
Since then, two teams have been working on the 
lines in shifts of eight consecutive hours (2x8) to 
ensure that the lines are operational during these 
16-hour days. Closely linked to their government
contacts and after consulting their suppliers, the
members of the GME quickly reviewed the initial
schedule: the 2020 objectives were maintained for
GRIFFON; the first deliveries of JAGUAR were
postponed to April 2021; and this, while preserving
the amount of deliveries at the end of 2021.
The year 2020 was marked by the passage of
several major milestones for the GME. In
September, the DGA notified the third conditional
tranche of the EBMR contract, enabling the second
batch of vehicles (271 GRIFFON and 42 JAGUAR
by 2023) to go into production. In November, the
GRIFFON command post vehicle (EPC) was
qualified. Thus, among the 128 GRIFFONs of 2020,
35 examples of this new variant were presented to
the administration, an additional difficulty that the
EPC teams overcame. Finally, the new-generation
T1 remotely operated turret that will arm the
GRIFFONs was also qualified by the DGA.

Nexter, Arquus and Thales would like to pay tribute 
to the exceptional commitment of their teams. Their 
sense of duty and creativity have enabled them to 
meet the expectations of the French Army and its 
combatants as best they could, while greatly limiting 
the impact of the health crisis. 
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The SSBN Le Terrible 

transferred from the 

Île Longue to the Brest 

naval base for its 

major refit 

The ballistic nuclear submarine (SSBN) Le Terrible 
has arrived in dock 8 of the Brest naval base to 
continue its Full Cycle Docking (FCD), otherwise 
known as a major refit. This will be the first FCD for 
Le Terrible and will involve 14 months of industrial 
activities to modernise the ship and restore its 
operational potential for the coming 10 years. 
The submarine’s FCD work began on the 
operational base of l’Ile Longue with two major 
preparatory operations: the removal of weapons 
and the fuel elements from the nuclear reactor. The 
SSBN will now undergo major maintenance and 
modernisation works in dock 8 on the Brest naval 
base in order to restore its operational potential for 
the coming 10 years. 

As the project’s prime contractor, Naval Group has 
been officially responsible since the beginning of 
November 2020. The SSF (Fleet Support Service) 
has ownership and is responsible for maintaining 
the French navy’s fleet in operational condition. 
The main works to be carried out are maintenance 
of the hull and its structures, energy and propulsion, 
diving safety, the platform control and operation 
systems, utilities associated with life on board, 
detection and fight against threats and the deterrent 
weapon system (SAD). 

In addition, 300 modifications will be made to 
various installations in order to improve the SSBN’s 
control and performances. 

These works will last for around 14 months and the 
submarine will then return to its operational base to 
reload the reactor core, start up the installations and 
carry out sea trials before returning to its operational 
cycle. 

The FCD of SSBN Le Terrible represents a major 
project with high economic impact and requires a 
sharp ramp-up in manpower. Over 900 people will 
be working at the dock during peak periods, in three 
8-hour shifts, six days a week.

In addition to the Naval Group teams from the sites 
of Brest, Ruelle, Indret and Ollioules (near to 
Toulon), the prime contractor also oversees the 
activities of around 45 companies in the Brest region 
and the Grand-Ouest area of France in order to 
collectively provide the 2.5 million hours of work that 
are needed for this operation. 

Over and above the full maintenance work that is 
carried out every 10 years, these ballistic nuclear 
submarines are among the most complex products 
in the world, with their size (138 metres and 12,500 
tons), their on-board technologies, at the cutting 
edge of scientific innovations, and the constraints 
relating to their use during operations. 
As the sole designer and constructor of the French 
ballistic nuclear submarines, Naval Group has 
continuously ensured the maintenance and 
modernisation of submarines based at l’Ile Longue 
on the Crozon peninsula for over 45 years. 
The challenge for Naval Group is to ensure, through 
the quality of maintenance carried out on these 
submarines, that the French navy can guarantee the 
“permanence at sea” of French SSBNs, 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year. 

A few figures for the FCD of Le Terrible 

• The SSBN’s operational potential
extended by 10 years

• 45 partner companies in the local and
regional labour pools participate in this
project’s completion.

• 900 people work at the dock during peak
periods, in three 8-hour shifts, six days a
week.

• 40,000 pieces of equipment are removed
and inspected in Naval Group workshops

• 60,000 preventive lines of work
• 300 modifications
• 30 months of work are necessary to carry

out each FCD, with the work spread
between l’Ile Longue and dock 8 on the
naval base in Brest

• 2.5 million hours of labour are necessary
to complete the FCD.
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CROATIA – BRADLEY 

FIGHTING VEHICLE 

REFURBISHMENT/MOD

ERNIZATION 

On December 1, 2020 The State Department has 
made a determination approving a possible Foreign 
Military Sale to the Government of Croatia of 
refurbishment/modernization and support for 
seventy-six (76) M2A2 Operation Desert Storm 
(ODS) Bradley Fighting vehicles and related 
equipment for an estimated cost of $757 million.  
The Defense Security Cooperation Agency 
delivered the required certification notifying 
Congress of this possible sale today. 

The Government of Croatia has requested to buy 
refurbishment/modernization and support for 
seventy six (76) M2A2 Operation Desert Storm 
(ODS) Bradley Fighting vehicles consisting of:  
eighty-four (84) M240 machine guns; one thousand 
one hundred three (1,103) TOW 2A Radio 
Frequency (RF) missiles; sixteen (16) TOW 2A 
Radio Frequency (RF) fly‑to‑buy lot acceptance 
missiles; one hundred (100) TOW 2B Radio 
Frequency (RF) missiles; eight (8) TOW 2B Radio 
Frequency (RF) fly-to-buy lot acceptance missiles;  

five hundred (500) TOW Bunker Buster (BB) Radio 
Frequency (RF) missiles; and eight (8) TOW BB fly-
to-buy lot acceptance missiles.  Also included are 
M257 Smoke Grenade Launchers; ammunition; 
radios; simulator; special armor; Hunter/Killer 
technology, which may include an exportable 
Commander's Independent Viewer (CIV); spare and 
repair parts; support equipment; 
upgrade/maintenance of engines and 
transmissions; refurbishment of TOW launchers; 
depot level support; communication support 
equipment; tool and test equipment; training; U.S. 
Government and contractor engineering, technical, 
and logistics support services; and other related 
elements of logistics and program support.  The 
total estimated program cost is $757 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign policy 
and national security of the United States by 
improving the security of a NATO Ally that continues 
to be an important force for political stability and 
economic progress in Europe. This proposed sale of 
the Bradley vehicle refurbishment/modernization 
will contribute to Croatia's goal of updating its 
military capability while further enhancing 
interoperability with the United States and other 
allies.  Croatia will have no difficulty absorbing these 
equipment and support into its armed forces. 

The prime contractors will be BAE Systems, York, 
Pennsylvania; and Raytheon Missile Systems, 
Tucson, Arizona.  There are no known offset 
agreements proposed in connection with this 
potential sale. 
concluded. 

An M2 Bradley Fighting Vehicle is on display during a training exercise at the National Training Center in Fort Irwin, Calif., Feb. 18, 2013. The live, 
virtual and constructive training environment of the National Training Center is designed to produce adaptive leaders and agile forces for the current 
fight, which are responsive to the unforeseen contingencies of the 21st century. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Eric M. Garland II/Released) 
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Israel Aerospace Industries 

and HENSOLDT offer Radar 

Systems against ballistic 

Missiles to Germany

Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) and HENSOLDT 
have signed a joint strategic cooperation 
agreement. Under the agreement, the two 
companies will jointly manufacture radar systems 
for ballistic missile defense and participate in air 
and space surveillance projects. In a first step, 
HENSOLDT and the IAI subsidiary ELTA will offer 
a long-range radar for use on the F124 frigates of 
the German Navy. This radar operates in the S-
band, which allows much more precise detection of 
targets in space than other solutions 
. 
IAI will contribute its technological know-how and 
many years of experience in the development and 
manufacture of defense systems against long-range 
ballistic missiles, so that components already 
proven in service will be used. The German sensor 
house HENSOLDT, which equips all major ships of 
the German Navy with radars, will manufacture the 
core components and completely assemble the 
radar systems. These long-range radars can be 
offered to the German customer as well as other 
NATO partners; service support for the entire 
lifetime of the system can also be provided by 
HENSOLDT. 

The cooperation agreement was concluded with 
IAI's ELTA group, which developed the Ultra and 
Spectra radar family. These radars provide 
enhanced search and detection capabilities of 
ballistic missiles and satellites at longer ranges. The 
radars are mature, field-proven products that allow 
flexible design to support changes in operational 
requirements for future threats. 

Yoav Turgeman, IAI VP and CEO of ELTA, said: "IAI 
sees the collaboration with Hensoldt as a significant 
step forward in advancing its radar operations in 
Europe and leveraging its technological expertise 
accumulated over decades in air defence and space 
missions. The proven capabilities of radar systems 
for ballistic missile defense in Israel and worldwide 
will help Germany to achieve its operational goals. 
We have identified a growing need for advanced 
early warning radar systems that provide a detailed 
real-time aerial image to facilitate the selection of 
appropriate defense measures". 

HENSOLDT is the supplier of the German Navy's 
advanced radar systems, which are used on the 
K130 corvette and the F125 frigate, which has just 
entered service. The portfolio is rounded off by 
mobile, land and airborne systems, short-range 
radars and the newly developed passive radar. 

Thomas Müller, CEO of HENSOLDT, said: "As the 
German champion for military sensor solutions, we 
will contribute our extensive technical know-how in 
the field of radar systems in our cooperation with IAI 
and are pleased to make an important contribution 
to the Bundeswehr's capability expansion. Due to 
our manufacturing capacity in Germany and our 
long-standing cooperation with the Bundeswehr, we 
offer reliable, responsive logistics support and a 
wide range of options for mission-oriented further 
development". 

The Ultra and Spectra systems involved in the 
cooperation were designed to function 
independently of each other as detection systems. 
They support all levels of air defense, ranging from 
medium to long and very long ranges. Both systems 
are mobile and offer up to 500 km of surveillance 
and detection capabilities over fighter aircraft. The 
systems provide early warnings via satellites, 
ballistic missiles and other air targets at much 
greater distances. 

Elta Systems is a global leader in the field of radar 
development and implements groundbreaking 
strategic systems such as mission aircraft, national 
cyber centers, robotic land systems, anti-drone 
defense, homeland security systems and many 
more. The IAI is a national and global technology 
center for radars, satellites, unmanned vehicles, 
civil aviation and cyber security. 

HENSOLDT and IAI/ELTA are offering a long-range radar for the F124 frigates of the German Navy.   (Copyright: Brian Burnell) 
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Leonardo Seaspray AESA 

Maritime Radar to be 

Integrated on GA-ASI MQ-9B 

SeaGuardian 

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. is 
working with Leonardo to integrate the Leonardo 
Seaspray 7500E V2 radar into the centerline radar 
pod of its MQ-9B SeaGuardian remotely-piloted 
aircraft system (RPAS). The integration of this 
market-leading radar onto the SeaGuardian will 
enable persistent maritime ISR and is available to 
our international customer base. 

GA-ASI’s MQ-9B is revolutionizing the long-
endurance RPAS market by providing all-weather 
capability and compliance with STANAG-4671 
(NATO airworthiness standard for Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems). These features, along with an 
operationally proven collision-avoidance radar, 
enables flexible operations in civil airspace.  

SeaGuardian has a multi-mode maritime surface-
search radar with Inverse Synthetic Aperture Radar 
(ISAR) imaging mode, an Automatic Identification 
System (AIS) receiver, and a High-Definition - Full-
Motion Video sensor equipped with optical and 
infrared cameras. This sensor suite, augmented by 
automatic track correlation and anomaly-detection 
algorithms, enables real-time detection and 
identification of surface vessels over thousands of 
square nautical miles. 

The Seaspray 7500E V2 radar is well-suited to the 
SeaGuardian mission set, using Active 
Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) technology to 
detect, track and classify hundreds of maritime 
contacts. The integration will also include an Open 
Mission Systems (OMS) approach, which enables 
the SeaGuardian and its sensor suite to offer 
operational and sustainment flexibility to end users. 

Numeous countries use Leonardo Seaspray E-scan 
radars and the company has utilized operational 
feedback from these customers to expand and 
optimize the radar’s suite of advanced modes. 
These include Leonardo’s patented small target 
detection capability, allowing it to spot extremely 
difficult targets such as submarine periscopes and 
shipwrecked individuals at long range, even in very 
stormy seas. A key discriminator of Leonardo’s E-
scan radars is their high reliability and fault 
tolerance that allows effective operation throughout 
a mission even if a number of individual radar 
modules fail. 

The Seaspray greatly enhances the capabilities of 
the MQ-9B and builds on the already close working 
partnership between GA-ASI and Leonardo. Earlier 
this year GA-ASI announced the completion of initial 
integration work of Leonardo’s SAGE electronic 
surveillance unit onto the SeaGuardian, equipping 
the aircraft with the ability to gather intelligence 
information on maritime and land-based radar 
emitters over a wide area. 

Customers will be able to choose from a wide 
assortment of sensors and payloads on the 
SeaGuardian platform, with both Seaspray and 
SAGE as off-the-shelf sensor options. 

 GREEK DEFENCE NEWS  January – February 2021 



International 
Defence Publications & Events

Defence Business
Development Consulting

Defence Business
Development Consulting

www.dbdcgroup.com 

meeting was the presentation of the
company’s proposal regarding satellite
communications. Orbit Communication
Systems Ltd. develops, manufactures and
supplies a wide range of superior
performance communications equipment
and communications solutions to serve
Airborne, Maritime and Ground
applications.
Over 60 years of experience and a
large installed base worldwide place Orbit as
a world provider of innovative Maritime
Satellite Communications, Tracking
& Telemetry Systems and Communication
Management Solutions.

LOCKHEED MARTIN

On 24 January 2011, representatives of
LOCKHEED MARTIN made a presentation
in the Hellenic National Defence General
Staff regarding Airborne ISR Capabilities.
Representatives from various responsible
Bodies of HNDGS, HAGS, HNGS, HAFGS
attended the presentation.

RHODES & SCHWARZ

On 25 January 2011, a meeting took place at
the Hellenic Navy General Staff between
competent officers from the General Staff
and representatives of the German company
RHODES & SCHWARZ . The aim of the
meeting was the presentation of the
company’s proposal regarding applications
for the Hellenic Navy’s Meko Class frigate
upgrade project.

AEROPRECISION

On 26 January 2011, a meeting took place
at the Hellenic Air Force’s Support
Command between competent staff officers
and representatives of the US company
AEROPRECISION. The aim of the meeting
was the presentation of the company’s
proposal regarding logistic support of the
Hellenic Air Force aicrafts.
Aero Precision supports military aircraft,
helicopters, ships, submarines, ground

systems, avionics, electronic systems, and a
range of other defense products. Aero
Precision takes a leading role in joint
country programs for military aircraft. Aero
Precision is the premier logistic support
organization for customers’ specific needs
and provides specific solutions to their
needs, and offering the spares, repair and
overhaul services, training, test stands and
technical manuals. Aero Precision have
agreements with companies like Crane
Aerospace, Hamilton Sundstrand,
Honeywell, CEF & Texstars.

LMATTS LLC

On 27 January 2011 a meeting took place at
the premises of the General Directorate for
Defense Investment and Armaments,
between a Greek delegation headed by the
General Director Mr. Dimitrios
Georgiopoulos and Mr. Antonio Di Stefano,
Director Contract LMATTS LLC and Mr.
Massimo Ghione Marketing & Commercial
Senior Vice President, Alenia Aeronautica
S.p.A. The aim of the meeting was to
discuss issues related to 004G/2003 and
04/03, offsets contarcts. Launched in 1997,
the C-27J Spartan tactical transport aircraft
incorporates the same propulsion system and
advanced avionics as the C-130J Hercules
Transporter. The C-27J has been developed
by Lockheed Martin Alenia Tactical
Transport Systems (LMATTS). LMATTS is
a joint venture company based in Marietta,
Georgia, which was set up by Lockheed
Martin and Alenia Aeronautica, which is
part of the Finmeccanica company of Italy.

General Electric Military Propulsion
Systems

On 27 January 2011, a meeting took place
at the Hellenic Navy General Staff between
competent officers from the General Staff
and representatives of the company General
Electric Military Propulsion Systems. The
aim of the meeting was the presentation of
the company’s proposal regarding LM2500
marine gas turbine for the for the Hellenic
Navy’ Meko Class frigate upgrade project.




