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SOUTH AFRICA,  
DEPARTMENT OF 
DEFENCE STRATEGIC 
PLAN FOR 2020–2025 

STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND 
MILITARY VETERANS, THE HONOURABLE MS N.N. 
MAPISA NQAKULA, MP  

This Plan has been developed against the backdrop 
of the sixth administration Medium-Term Strategic 
Framework priorities, 2019-2024, in support of the 
National Development Plan, ‘’Vision 2030’’. As a 
developmental State, government through the 
Medium-Term Strategic Framework, will continue to 
priorities the following goals; improving the human 
capital base, reducing inequalities, modernising the 
public service and transforming the economy. 
These Medium-Term Strategic Framework goals 
articulate the strategic focus of Government and its 
on-going commitment to build a stronger and 
effective State, able to respond to the needs and 
aspirations of the people of South Africa. It is within 
the defence mandate that the role of defence will  

find expression in support of the Medium-Term 
Strategic Framework Pillars and Priorities of 
government and support to the national security 
architecture of the RSA at domestic, regional and 
continental dimensions. The reconfiguration of the 
departmental planning instruments aligned with 
national requirements, now reflects the DOD 
Results-Based Model enabling the pursuing of the 
defence Impact Statement ‘’Enhance and contribute 
to peace, security and stability in the RSA, region, 
Africa and the world through appropriately 
resourced and sustained defence capabilities’’. This 
Impact Statement will be supported by measurable 
Outcomes, Outputs and Activities that will be 
implemented and monitored at appropriate 
governance structures of the Department thereby 
ensuring support to national imperative. It is my 
intent during the period of this Plan, to ensure the 
appropriate governance, execution and compliance 
functions and structures remain fully effective, 
thereby ensuring the effective, efficient and 
economical use of scarce resources, guided by my 
performance agreement with the Commander-in- 
Chief. Defence during the period of the Plan and 
beyond, will continue, with available resources, to 
implement national policy in relation to the defence 
portfolio as articulated in the South African Defence 
Review 2015. The Review provides the long-term 
defence policy for South Africa that informs the 
defence trajectory to be pursued over multiple 
Medium-Term Strategic Framework periods. The 
Review maps out five strategic planning milestones 
as firm foundations to direct the development of the 
long-term defence strategic trajectory to enable the 
restoration of South Africa’s defence capabilities 
through an Extended Long-term Development Plan. 
Strategically, defence has over the past number of 
years, been required to transition from being 
mandate-driven to being fundingdriven with a 
resultant adverse impact on the execution of 
mandated operations, including the sustainability 
and modernisation of required defence capabilities. 
Notwithstanding, the Review has informed the 
development of non-cost driven departmental 
policy, strategy and planning instrument 
development and associated implementation that 
has taken into consideration the evolving national 
and defence situational analysis that may have a 
direct impact on defence during the period of this 
Plan. My evolving priorities for the Medium-Term 
Strategic Framework period include the following: 

• Strategic Direction. Implementation of the
SA Defence Review 2015 “DOD Plan to
Arrest the Decline”.

• Strategic Resourcing. Revenue generation
to supplement the insufficient defence fiscal
allocation.

• Human Resources. Maintaining the SANDF
Establishment Force Levels.
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• Organisational Renewal. Ensuring 
appropriate organisational form and 
structure.

• Capability Sustainment. Maintenance of
defence capabilities.

• Ordered Defence Commitments. Increased
contribution by Defence to the National
Developmental Agenda.

 It remains my commitment during the period of this 
Plan, to enable the attaining of the DOD Impact 
Statement in support of national Medium-Term 
Strategic Framework imperatives, thereby 
enhancing and contributing to building safer 
communities, fighting corruption and promoting 
integrity through inter alia, the protecting of the 
borders of the RSA. In conclusion, the Department 
of Defence affirms its deepest commitment to 
achieving the full spectrum of its Constitutional 
mandate, ensuring the successful attainment of its 
resourced Outputs and Activities that include the 
ensuring of sound departmental governance and 
the execution of ordered defence commitments 
within a sound departmental value system that 
upholds as foremost, discipline, transparency, 
fairness and excellence through leadership, 
honesty and integrity. Herewith, I endorse the 
departmental Strategic Plan for the period 2020-
2025 and will ensure that this Plan is implemented 
through the Annual Performance Plans of the 
Department within the available resources. 

STATEMENT BY THE CHIEF OF THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN NATIONAL DEFENCE FORCE, GENERAL 
S.Z. SHOKE  
In the 2019-2024 Medium-Term Strategic 
Framework period, starting FY2020/21, the Defence 
Force is likely to maintain the current operational 
capability within the current operational strength. 
The South African National Defence Force remains 
in financial distress. Unless an intervention is made, 
this situation may have an adverse effect in the 
capabilities of the South African National Defence 
Force to the extent of rendering the Defence Force 
not fit for purpose both in the medium and long term, 
thus affecting the national security of the country. 
Notwithstanding the economic downturn that South 
Africa is facing, which impact negatively on the 
fiscus and thus the budget of the Defence Force, the 
Defence Force was, in the past Medium-Term 
Strategic Framework periods, able to fulfill its 
international obligations, inter alia, the United 
Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (as part of the Force Intervention Brigade) 
and Maritime Security in the Mozambique Channel 
amongst others. In the 2019- 2024 Medium-Term 
Strategic Framework period, the South African 
National Defence Force will continue with aforesaid 
commitments in partnership with the Southern 
African Development Community member states 
and in support of South Africa’s foreign policy.  

Again, looking back to previous Medium-Term 
Strategic Framework periods, the South African 
National Defence Force was resilient to sustain its 
core mandate of safeguarding South Africa’s land, 
air and maritime borders. These achievements were 
made possible despite the severity of under-
funding. The South African National Defence Force 
will continue to support the people of South Africa 
by protecting our borders against multiple security 
threats such as weapons smuggling, maritime 
piracy and terrorism amongst others. The Defence 
Force was able to respond to natural disasters, 
caused by climate change that adversely affected 
some parts of the region. People trapped in bad 
weather conditions were rescued and moved to 
safer areas. Moving forward to the 2019-2024 
Medium-Term Strategic Framework period, the 
South African National Defence Force will prioritise 
assistance to local government authorities and other 
state departments internally in Republic of South 
Africa. In support of the Department of Defence 
Impact Statement, the South African National 
Defence Force will continue to identify and 
implement resourced interventions to enhance 
combat readiness for our multi-mission capabilities 
required for intervention operations as may be 
ordered by the President of the Republic of South 
Africa. The South African National Defence Force 
will intensify border liaison with our neighbours to 
leverage partnership and collective security with our 
neigbours where resources are inadequate. Within 
available resources the South African National 
Defence Force will make use of force multipliers to 
monitor our borders. Strategic Plan I 2020-2025 7 
The South African National Defence Force will 
always remain committed to execute our 
Constitutional mandate with a high level of 
discipline, commitment, professionalism and 
dedication.  
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PRESIDENT AND COMMANDER IN 
CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES OF 
NIGERIA MUHAMMADU BUHARI 
ADDRESSES THE COMMISSIONING 
CEREMONY OF NIGERIAN NAVAL 
SHIPS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“I am delighted to be in your midst today to witness 
the commissioning ceremony of Nigerian Navy 
Ships UNITY and KARADUWA as well as the 
Nigerian Navy Tugboat COMMANDER EDWIN 
UGWU, which are about to be added to the 
Nigerian Navy fleet. The event of today is 
significant for a number of reasons. 

 
First, it is most fulfilling to note that our own 
engineers at the Nigerian Navy Dockyard, Lagos 
and the Naval Shipyard, Port Harcourt are wholly 
responsible for the building of the Seaward 
Defence Boat, Nigerian Navy Ship KARADUWA 
and the Tugboat COMMANDER EDWIN UGWU, 
respectively. It is also worth noting that NNS 
UNITY, which is Nigeria’s newest warship, is the 
second of such acquisitions from the Peoples’ 
Republic of China and is a product of Nigeria’s 
growing relationship with China. 
I take this opportunity to pay tribute to this 
friendship, especially in acknowledgement of the 
mutually helpful military cooperation, of which the 
Nigerian Navy has been a major beneficiary. I 
recall with profound appreciation the gesture of the 
Chinese Government in donating an offshore patrol 
boat to the Navy at the time of taking delivery of 
the sister ship of Nigerian Navy Unity last year. 

 
Hence, I cannot but commend the business 
dependability of China Shipbuilding & Offshore 
International Company Limited, the builders of 
these Offshore Patrol Vessels for seeing to a 
conclusive and successful execution of the 
contracts. In the same vein, I enjoin their local 
partners to share in this commendation for their 
efforts at local facilitation. 

The Nigerian Navy has shown great foresight in 
nurturing the vision for this ship and her sister ship. 
It is even more heartwarming that you have not 
confined your efforts to having recourse to foreign 
sources alone, but have braced up to take your 
destiny in your own hands by embarking on 
aggressive local complement provision to 
assemble your fleet. The Federal Government 
expects no less from you as looking inwards is the 
way to go amidst a uniquely challenging mix of 
recession and rising acute security concerns. 
The prevailing situation is not new given the 
intimate connections between economic prosperity 
and security. For a littoral state with huge 
dependence on her offshore resources, maritime 
security is vital to the nation’s well-being. Today 
you are afforded increased defence capacity. This 
empowerment also enhances your role as 
instruments of diplomacy and leadership in the 
region and credible standing on the global stage. 
The Navy’s impressive strides in the area of 
continued fight against maritime security threats 
like piracy, oil theft, illegal bunkering and pipeline 
vandalism are well known. 
As a truly national service, I commend your 
involvement and contribution in the on-going fight 
against insurgency in the North East. The Navy is 
also envisaged to play a critical role in upcoming 
continental programs such as the development of 
sustainable blue economy for Africa adopted and 
signed by the African Union in October 2016. The 
commissioning of these platforms is to embolden 
you to sustain and expand your capacity and remit. 
The Federal Government will continue to provide 
your requirements within the limits of our 
resources. Our administration is unwavering in 
prioritizing the commitment, readiness and 
willingness towards strengthening the Navy 
through improved training, provision of modern 
equipment, infrastructure and attention to welfare. I 
hasten however to remind you that we are at a 
critical period when the country faces dwindling 
revenues. The moment therefore calls for prudent 
resource management and patriotic re-dedication. I 
am accordingly encouraged by the steps you have 
taken so far. 
The entrenchment of new policy directives codified 
in such functional documents as the 2011 – 2020 
Transformation Plan, Five Year Quick Impact 
Strategic Plan and the Total Spectrum Strategy are 
credible guidelines for improved efficiency. I urge 
you to keep it up. 
Your Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and 
gentlemen, once again I thank you for making this 
event a memorable one. My gratitude goes to all 
the friends of Nigeria and the Nigerian Navy for 
making it a success. I congratulate the leadership 
of Nigerian Navy, its officers, men and civilian staff 
for their dedication and patriotism. 
Thank you, God bless you and like it is said in 
Navy parlance “Onward Together” and wishing you 
the very best.” 



 Expertise, Experience, Innovation
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African Air 
Forces in 2020 

Flush with oil cash, many African states are 
investing heavily in modern multirole jet fighters, 
deadly helicopter gunship and even sophisticated 
air-defense systems with radars and surface-to-air 
missiles. 

North African states including Algeria, Egypt, 
Tunisia and Morocco represent prospective markets 
for all global helicopter manufacturers. Key players 
operating in the African helicopters market include 
Airbus Helicopters Inc., Bell Helicopter Textron Inc., 
Russian Helicopters JSC, Leonardo S.p.A., 
Lockheed Martin Corporation - Sikorsky, Kawasaki 
Heavy Industries, Ltd., Columbia Helicopters, Inc., 
The Boeing Company, MD Helicopters, Inc., and 
Korea Aerospace Industries, Ltd. Russian 
helicopters and fighters exports to the African  
continent, which remains an important market for its 
arms industry. Last years, Russia delivered six Su-
30MKA fighters and six Mi-28NE attack helicopters 
to Algeria. Angola also began taking delivery of Su-
30s, while Egypt is receiving large numbers of MiG-
29M2 fighters and Kamov Ka-52 attack helicopters. 
Elsewhere on the continent, small numbers of Mi-
17/171 and Mi-24/35 helicopters have been 
delivered to Burkina Faso, Kenya, Nigeria and Mali. 

As of early 2018, Airbus aircraft are in service in 12 
African nations, with Airbus securing 90 orders for 
light and medium transport aircraft (C212, CN235 
and C295) from 18 customers, of which 86 aircraft 
have been delivered. In addition, Airbus A400M 
military transporters in service with the French and 
German air forces are regularly deployed on peace 
support and related missions in Africa. 

*Ghana

Negotiations with the manufacturers EMPBAER in 
Brazil are not closed totally. Ghana still need it and, 
while there are also looking for alternatives, the 
Super Tucano remains the key in its new 
acquisitions.”  

A few years ago, negotiations were held with 
Rosoboronexport in Russia about the possible sale 
of Mi-35s. Due to budget constrains the acquisition 
of additional Mi-171s is considered most possible.  

*Nigeria

Nigerian Air Force has recently been reinforced with 
four AW109 Power gunships and a Mi-171E as well 
as 12 Super Tucano light bomber aircraft. Embraer 
Defence & Security and Sierra Nevada Corporation 
(SNC) has announced the first of 12 A-29 Super 
Tucano light attack, combat and reconnaissance 
aircraft for the Nigerian Air Force (NAF) successfully 
completed its inaugural flight at the production 
facility in Jacksonville, Florida.  

In October 2016, the NAF signed a deal with the 
PAF/Pakistan Aeronautical Complex for 10 new 
Super Mushshaks to help with their primary flying 
training. Initially, they were loaned four in December 
2016.The new aircraft were delivered in two 
batches, in July 2017 and January 2018. 

* South Africa

The South African Air Force will be getting new 
medium and light transport aircraft in the next 
decade, according to the Department of Defence.  

The South African Department of Defence is facing 
more bad news in terms of its budgbet allocation. 
Although it has been granted an additional R2.8 
billion for 2020/21, R1.2 billion has been suspended 
due to the coronavirus pandemic and R4 billion of 
the defence budget has been allocated to 
coronavirus relief purposes. 

This is according to the Supplementary Budget 
Review 2020 published by National Treasury on 24 
June. It states that additional money has been 
prioritized for the COVID-19 response, with 
government reprioritizing R3.3 billion to support 
these interventions, primarily in the departments of 
Police and Defence. “Additional funding of R6.7 
billion is provided to support the COVID-19 
response and increased deployment of the police 
service and national defence force during the 
lockdown. These funds are provided mainly for the 
procurement of personal protective equipment, and 
operational costs associated with roadblocks and air 
support.” 

The total proposed allocation for defence for the 
2020/21 period is R55.3 billion, up from R52.4 billion 
in the 2020/21 main budget, but R4.092 billion of the 
defence budget has been allocated to COVID-19 
response measures. This includes R1.8 billion for 
general support, R682 million for military health 
support and R875 million for force employment. 

Other money has been taken away from the 
defence budget, with R1.2 billion in funds  
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suspended due to the coronavirus pandemic, mostly 
from general support (R507 million), landward 
defence (R174 million), administration (R193 
million) and maritime defence (R104 million). 

The 2020/21 proposed budget sees R17.4 billion 
allocated to landward defence, R7.6 billion to air 
defence, R4.9 billion to maritime defence and R6.3 
billion to military health support. R31.9 billion will be 
spent on the compensation of employees. 

* Kenya

Kenya is by far one of the biggest military spenders 
in Africa and commands one of the best equipped 
and trained military forces in Africa. U.S. Congress 
within the last years has   approved the acquisition 
of new aircrafts and helicopters for the Kenyan Air 
Force Amongst these included 12 MD530F Cayuse 
Warrior helicopters for the Kenya Air Force to 
replace its legacy MD500 aircraft. These were in 
addition to an acquisition of six Bell UH-1Y 
helicopters that the KDF had acquired from the U.S. 
military. 

Kenya has also decided to acquire 12 Air Tractor 
AT-802L aircraft from the U.S. to provide 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) 
capabilities. Ongoing talks between Kenya and the 
U.S. should result in the Kenya Air Force buying and 
fielding new F-16 fighters, which would make Kenya 
the first country in sub-Saharan Africa to own and 
operate jet. 

*Senegal

According to local media Senegal’s Air Force has 
taken delivery of two Epsilon trainer aircraft from 
France, and will use them to train pilots at its Air 
Force School. 

The Senegal Air Force has also   taken delivery of 
its first two KAI KT-1 turboprop trainers, giving the 
Korean manufacturer its first African customer. 
Senegal is currently using Daher TB-30 for its 
training operations for its fleet of four new-
generation Aero Vodochody L-39NG fighters. 

*Ivory Coast

Last January the Ministry of Defence of Ivory Coast 
has signed a firm order for one C295 medium 
transport aircraft. Bernhard Brenner, Airbus 
Defence and Space head of marketing & sales, 
said: “The C295 has proven its outstanding 
capabilities in the exceptionally harsh sub-Saharan 
Africa operating environment. The aircraft will be a  

game changer for Ivory Coast and we feel very 
proud to welcome a new operator into our C295 
family.” 

*Botswana

The Botswana Defence Force Air Wing has 
acquired a second-hand Airbus CAS C-212 light 
turboprop transport aircraft to replace one similar 
that crashed in 2017. 

*Morocco

In March 2019 the US Department of State 
approved a possible Foreign Military Sale (FMS) to 
Morocco to upgrade of its existing fleet of 23 
Lockheed Martin F-16C/ to F-16V configuration for 
an estimated cost $1 billion.  

In October 2019 the US State Department of State 
approved a possible FMS of 12 Beechcraft T-6C 
Texan II training aircraft plus spare engines, flight 
trainer, spares, ground handling equipment, and 
other support worth an estimated $234 million. 

In November 2019, the US State Department of 
State also approved another possible FMS to 
Morocco of 36 Boeing AH-64E Apache attack 
helicopters and related equipment for an estimated 
cost of $4.25 billion to replace its current fleet of 22 
HOT-armed Aérospatiale SA.342K Gazelles.  

*Togo

Togo has acquired two second-hand Mi-17-1Vs, 
likely from the Ukraine, both aircraft having been 
delivered in 2019 while additional two SA342s are 
expected to get delivered. 

*Algeria

In September 2019 Algeria ordered an additional 16 
Sukhoi Su-30MKAs, joining the 58 already in 
service, and 14 Mikoyan MiG-29M/M2s from 
Russia. Both purchases are worth some $1.8 billion, 
but the value could exceed $2 billion if weapons and 
equipment are added.  

Sixteen Yakovlev Yak-130 advanced training 
aircraft have been delivered out of a reported 
requirement for 36 of the type 

Algeria has also established a naval air force 
equipped with six Leonardo AW101s and 10 AW 
Super Lynx 300 series. 
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*Tunisia

In 2017 it received a total of 24 surplus US Army Bell 
OH-58D Kiowa Warrior light attack helicopters.  

In September 2018 three Bell 429 Global Rangers 
were officially inducted into service with the Unité 
Spéciale de la Garde Nationale (USGN), Tunisia’s 
elite paramilitary counter-terrorism unit.  

Delivery of 16 Sikorsky UH-60M Blackhawk 
helicopters began in 2019 which are being modified 
for a combat role with Battle hawk kits. 

In October 2019 the US State Department approved 
a possible FMS of 12 Beechcraft T-6C Texan II 
training aircraft plus spare engines, flight trainer, 
spares, ground handling equipment, and other 
support worth an estimated $234 million. 

*Egypt

The EAF is taking delivery of 24 Dassault Rafale Cs 
and 8 Rafale Ds from France, to become the first 
export customer for the type. Egypt has also 
ordered 46 MiG-29M/M2s from Russia and in late 
2018 it was announced that it had placed $2 billion 
order for Su-35SK fighters for delivery in 2020-2021. 

Egypt has also ordered 46 Kamov Ka-52 Alligator 
attack helicopters from RussiaBurkina Faso’s air 
force conducted its first joint air operation with 
France, when an Embraer EMB 314 Super Tucano 
worked alongside French Mirage 2000D fighter jets 
near Arbinda in December 2019, the French Armed 
Forces Ministry said in a release. 

In November 2018 the US Department of Defense 
(DoD) notified Congress of a major $1 billion sale of 
defence equipment to Egypt, including 10 Boeing 
AH-64E Apache attack helicopters to supplement 
the EAF’s fleet of 35 AH-64Ds. 

*Ethiopia

In March 2019 Ethiopia and France agreed their first 
military cooperation accord on Tuesday, a deal that 
includes helping the landlocked nation build a navy, 
as Paris seeks to boost economic ties in Africa’s 
second-most populous country. 

Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed wants to 
modernize his old air force and for this, according to 
French media he has sent an official letter to the 
French president.  

Abiy Ahmed asked France to help “reinforce the 
Ethiopian Air Force including 12 combat aircraft  

(Rafale and Mirage 2000), 18 helicopters and 2 
military transport aircraft manufactured by Airbus, 
10 Dassault UAVs and electronic jamming systems. 

*Chad

On May 2, 2018, the U.S. Ambassador to Chad, 
Geeta Pasi, presented the Chadian Air Force with 
two new aircraft and two maintenance hangars 
worth $43 million.  The ceremony took place in the 
presence of Mr. Bichara Issa Djadallah, Minister of 
State for National Defense. The aircrafts will be 
used to strengthen Chad’s defense capability. 
These aircrafts “will enable Chad to better protect its 
territory and its population,” Ambassador Pasi 
declared. 

*Burkina Faso

Airbus Defence & Space has added Burkina Faso 
as a customer for its C295 medium transport, with 
the west African nation to receive a single example. 

Disclosing the deal on 11 December 2019, the 
airframer says the procurement for the nation’s air 
force will “reinforce its military transport 
capabilities”. The order has been concluded under 
the terms of Ouagadougou’s 2018-2022 military 
acquisition law; it adds.  

Burkina Faso’s air force conducted its first joint air 
operation with France, when an Embraer EMB 314 
Super Tucano worked alongside French Mirage 
2000D fighter jets near Arbinda in December 2019, 
the French Armed Forces Ministry said in a release. 

*Cameroon

Cameroon’s Air Force has received a second Bell 
412EP helicopter from the stocks of US Army, 
increased its fleet to four. 

In May 2018, the United States has given Cameroon 
two military aircraft to assist in the fight against Boko 
Haram militants. The two planes are capable to 
curry out intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance operations.  

Each of the C208 aircraft possess inbuilt cameras 
that could capture images from the ground for up to 
10 kilometers away. 
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A Country on the Coast 
of Africa Selects the 
Israel Shipyards’ OPV 
45 Offshore Patrol 
Vessel – The Complete 
and Versatile   
Anti-Piracy Solution 

Israel Shipyards Ltd. recently signed an agreement 
with a country on the coast of Africa Navy for 
the construction and delivery of two new, cutting-
edge OPV 45 vessels, to be supplied over the next 
two years. These vessels will include an advanced, 
day/night observation system and a stabilized 
weapon system, both Israeli-made. The decision to 
acquire these OPV 45 vessels was based on the 
current situation and the types and levels of threats 
being faced by the country and other countries in 
the region. 

Regional Vulnerabilities 

Among the most significant threats are frequent 
attacks by pirates that are jeopardizing maritime 
transport in Africa, with the Gulf of Guinea region 
becoming a magnet for a wide range of illegal  

activities. Pirates are hijacking vessels, taking the 
crews hostage, and stealing cargo ‒ often as a 
cover for other crimes being committed in the area. 
This region is especially vulnerable for several 
reasons. First, the area has large concentrations of 
a number of valuable resources ‒ including oil and 
gas as well as vast schools of fish. The area is also 
experiencing extensive terror activity which, 
especially in the case of Nigeria, often spills over 
into the country’s EEZ. Equally significant is the 
lack of multinational oversight ‒ which makes the 
area an attractive target for criminal activity.  

A Complete Solution 

Successfully combatting these threats and 
overcoming these vulnerabilities requires an 
effective, unified solution that seamlessly 
integrates a wide range of components ‒ including 
advanced technologies, intelligence systems, and 
a powerful, ongoing presence in the field. Taken 
together, this will enable 24/7 protection of the 
country’s EEZ. Israel Shipyards provides a 
comprehensive solution that includes coastal 
radar, aerial elements such as drones, tactical 
gliders, helicopters, and intelligence systems ‒ in 
addition to its state-of-the-art maritime vessels. 
The company’s array of advanced systems 
enables the fusing and analysis of information from 
multiple sources, and the transfer of this critical 
data to the command and control system, ensuring 
effective monitoring of the area and the use of the 
maximum available means of defense, while 
maintaining effective reserves. 
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The Versatility of the OPV 45 

The African Navy selected the OPV 45 as the key 
to defending their waters. Installed with advanced 
weapon stations, electro-optics, radar and 
communication systems, the new multi-purpose 
Offshore Patrol Vessel is designed for an extensive 
range of naval, paramilitary and HLS missions, and 
can carry a variety of payloads according to 
mission requirements. The extremely versatile 
OPV 45 is effective in both open sea patrol and 
surveillance as well as a wide variety of offshore 
missions including the protection of critical facilities 
and EEZs; interdiction of anti-terror, smuggling, 
and illegal activities; boarding and landing of 
intervention forces; and, close-range naval combat 
operations, such as anti-piracy and search and 
rescue operations. The OPV 45 can also be 
equipped for minimizing illegal immigration, fishing 
protection and control, and anti-pollution actions. It 
is the most cost-effective solution of its kind in the 
market today. 

OPV 45 Features and Capabilities 

The OPV 45 has an overall length of 46.12m, a 
sustained speed of over 24 knots, and a command 
bridge enabling 360° observation. For missions 
requiring high-speed interception, the OPV 45 
carries a Rigid-Hull Inflatable Boat (RHIB) of up to 
7.20m, which can be quickly and easily ‒ and 
without a crane ‒ launched into or retrieved from 
the water, while the vessel is on the move. The 
OPV 45 work deck is large enough to carry up to 
two 20ft containers equipped for various missions, 
which  

enables diversified and flexible operational options, 
and could also be delivered as a part of the 
company’s turn-key projects. The vessel 
accommodates a crew of 16-24, depending on the 
outfitting, plus has an additional space for up to 24 
people for missions involving Special Forces, 
search and rescue survivors, and castaways, etc. 

About Israel Shipyards Ltd. 

For over 60 years, Israel Shipyards Ltd. has been 
a global leader in the design and construction of 
cutting-edge, mission-ready, and operationally-
proven naval and commercial vessels ‒ created at 
its ultra-modern facilities on the Eastern 
Mediterranean. Among the company’s portfolio of 
solutions for seaborne interdiction and prevention 
of terrorist and criminal activities including piracy 
are its widely acclaimed Offshore Patrol Vessels 
(OPVs) and its speedy and highly maneuverable 
Law Enforcement Vessels ‒ all in active service 
around the world, protecting EEZs, territorial 
waters, coastlines, and rivers. The company’s 
close ties to Israel’s Navy and Defense industries 
provide unique advantages: access to the latest 
technological advances; solutions with exceptional 
fire power and unequalled survivability; and 
lessons from proven counter-terror experience. 
The company’s management team, made up of 
former high-ranking Naval officers, is dedicated to 
uncompromising quality, technological superiority, 
lifetime support, and competitive pricing ‒ ensuring 
customers of the competitive edge. 
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Russian Tor 
hammers drones 

© IEMZ Kupol 

Russian Tor short-range surface-to-air missile 
systems (SHORADs) have shot down dozens 
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) during their 
deployment in Syria, claimed recently lieutenant-
general Alexander Leonov, commander of the 
Russian Ground Forces’ (Army) air defense troops. 

The General quoted by the local National Defense 
magazine said that the Tor system had successfully 
fulfilled the tasks of protecting the Russian troops 
being located in Syria. Tors were used together with 
the S-400 and Pantsir-S systems to cover the 
Russian Khmeimim and Tartuss bases.  

“Since the beginning of combat duty, over 45 
terrorist-made UAVs have been hit by the crews of 
the combat systems", added General Leonov. 
The Tor SHORADs was developed and serially 
produced by the Izhevsk Electro-Mechanical Plant 
(IEMZ) Kupol (the Almaz-Antey Corporation 
subsidiary).  

The system is to provide close range air defense for 
military and civil objects against all type of aerial 
targets including aircraft, missiles, guided weapons 
and UAVs at medium, low and extremely low 
altitudes in the heavy air and electronic 
countermeasures environment. During the 
engagement process, all the target detection and  

identification, lock-on and missile control operations 
are done automatically with minimum operator 
participation. 

The core of the system is the 9A331ME combat 
vehicle (CV) being armed with eight 9M330 surface-

to-air missiles (SAM). The system 
detection range is 32km to track up to 
48 targets simultaneously. The 
system determines up to 10 priority 
targets to fire at 4 of them 
simultaneously. Tor is able to destroy 
targets at a flight altitude from 10 m to 
10 km flying with a speed up to 700 
km/h. 

The vehicle has a crew of 3 being 
able to move with a speed up to 65 
km/h on a highway and negotiate 
cross-country terrain with a speed of 
up to 45 km/h.  

Russia has been marketing the Tor-
M2KM modular version which can 
employ a variety of vehicles as well 
as a stationary system. The Tor-
M2KM’s combat module can be 
transported by either a fixed-wing 

aircraft or a heavy helicopter. The new vehicle 
employs 16 SAM. 

Earlier this summer the Russian ITAR-TASS 
reported that Tor-M2 system had been modified to 
guard the oil and gas infrastructure facility which are 
vulnerable to open fire. The missile launch was 
turned to the so-called “mortar start” when the 
missile engine starts only at the height of 20-30 m. 
Thus, a missile launch poses no threat to oil and gas 
extraction and refinement facilities.  

According to the manufacturer's official information, 
the module can protect a 700 km2 area against 
aerodynamic targets and a 150 km2 area - against 
high-precision weapons. When a four-unit Tor-
M2KM battery is employed, these figures increase 
to 1,250 km2 and 450 km2, respectively. 

Apart of the Russian Army and several CIS nations, 
Tor SHORADs has been exported to a number of 
countries including PR China, Venezuela, Republic 
of Cyprus and Iran. Last year the vehicle was 
displayed at the Russia-Africa summit in Sochi. The 
Tor latest version took part at the Red Square 
Parade on June, 24, 2020. 

This month, the Russian MoD spokesman reported 
that Tor-M2 had been tested against the targets to 
simulate a ballistic missile. 
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The Army-2020 
Forum Displays 
Hermes Missile 
System  
The Army-2020 Forum started on August,23 at the 
Patriot exhibition grounds with a number of 
debuting weaponry.  

The Tula-based Shipunov KBP Instrument Design 
Bureau (part of the High Precision Systems Holding) 
showcased its new-generation Hermes missile 
system with over-the-horizon range of up to 100 
km. The company spokesman stated that the smart 
weapon « occupies the niche between precision 
munitions and artillery missile systems». 

Hermes has an autonomous guidance of the fire-
and-forget type.  

“The system features the salvo launch mode at 
several (up to six) scattered targets and automated 
synchronization of laser guidance for striking targets 
with a high-precision projectile with deviation not 
exceeding 0.5 meters,” he said.  

The system «classic» battery scheme includes a 
number of vehicles. A command one employs 
computers, panels and controls plus communication 
and data transmitting equipment. It operates with 
several combat vehicles being equipped with 
mobile launches as well as command-and-control 
unit plus navigation and survey assets. A transport-
loading vehicle has an on-board stock of missiles, a 
crane and a reloading mechanism. It also employs 
a reconnaissance device with a UAV to provide 
target detection and laser illumination round-the-
clock in all weather conditions. 

The missile itself is reported to have a maximum 
flight velocity of 1300 m/s being equipped with a 
HEF type warhead of 28 kg of weight. The missile 
caliber is 210 mm in the booster stage and 130 mm 
at the warhead area. It is transported in a sealed 
container of 3500 mm length. The container weight 
is 130 kg. The usual number of containers is 6 per 
vehicle.  

The manufacturer announces the Hermes guided 
missiles could be fired from land-based, naval and 
areal platforms, including strike drones. At the 
Army-2020 Hermes has been displayed on a light 
trailer to show an extra variant of application. 
KBP is a national and world leader in a number of 
smart weaponry development, including the Pantsir 
SHORADS and Kornet ATGW among the many. 

©LAGUK-Media-Two views of the Hermes missiles 

©LAGUK-Media-Command vehicle equipment 

©LAGUK-Media-KBP management at the system UAV 

African Security  July – August 2020



Splav Opens 
Guided Era for 
Artillery 

©Yury Laskin- The 9M544 300-mm high-precision 
guided rocket projectile 

The Ganichev Splav is Russia’s leading enterprise 
in the development and manufacture of the Multiple 
Launch Rocket Systems (MRLSs) for the Army, 
Navy, as well as the unguided airborne armament 
for the Russian Aerospace Forces. 

Splav offers at the international defense 
market upgraded GRAD and SMERCH 
MRLSs, including different-purpose 
warheads rocket projectiles with the 
range of fire of, correspondingly, 40 and 
90 km, upgrade of the earlier delivered 
launch vehicles for these complexes, 
state-of-the-art TORNADO-G MRLS, 
rocket projectiles for TOS-1A MRLS, as 
well as the new generation of the 80mm 
unguided aircraft rocket armament: the 
S-80FP HE-Fragmentation penetrating
warhead unguided aircraft rocket
projectile equipped with a small-type
high-energy solid rocket propellant
motor.

A novelty of the Splav’s exposition at ARMY-2020 
forum was the 9M544 300-mm high-precision 
guided rocket projectile with HEAT-fragmentation 
warheads for the Tornado-S MRLS with a range of 
up to 120 km. 

The new projectile has the weight and size 
characteristics of the standard projectiles for the 
Smerch MRLS, but at the same time it is 
significantly different in design. The classic rocket 
has a pin at the base and the guide has a screw 
groove. This ensures the rotation of the projectile 

when leaving the guide and 
stabilizes the flight. The 
stabilization of the new projectile 
is provided by the tail unit, and it 
is controlled by four wings in the 
nose.  

The 9M544 projectile 
features control system based on 
the SN398 inertial navigation 
system (INS) developed by the 
Pilugin Scientific & production 
center of automation and device-
building. The control system 
includes high-tech devices that 
were originally created for the 
space industry. For example, the 
unit for measuring the angular 
velocity with an accelerometer is 
designed to operate as part of 

spacecraft motion control systems. 

General Director of Splav Alexander 
Smirnov told correspondents that the projectile 
presented at the Army-2020 forum was the first in 
the range of guided ones which opens up new 
opportunities for artillery units. "The system allows 
guided projectiles to be fired in a single fire mode at 
various points distant from each other and to hit 
targets with high accuracy," said the head of the 
enterprise. 

©Yury Laskin-INS-based control system 
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Russia Made a 
Step Towards 
Conquest of 
Hydrospace 

©Yury Laskin -Vityaz AUV 

Diversification of defense production was 
in the focus of recent ARMY forum in Russia. 
Special exposition was managed by organizers 
and Saint Petersburg-based Rubin design bureau 
became undisputable star of the display.  

CDB ME Rubin, Russia’s leader of nuclear 
and conventional submarine design, is gaining 
international reputation as a truly diversified 
company. Rubin has been involved into 
engineering of robotic systems for a long time. This 
includes autonomous and remotely operated 
unmanned underwater vehicles for survey, 
inspection, exploration and many other 
applications. At ARMY forum Rubin showcased 
autonomous underwater vehicle Vityaz developed 
in cooperation with Russia’s Advanced 
Researches Foundation. Earlier in May Vityaz 
dived to the bottom of the Mariana Trench to a 

depth of 10,028 meters. The duration of the 
mission, excluding diving and surfacing, was more 
than 3 hours. A pennant with the symbols of the 
75th anniversary of the Victory Day was delivered 
to the bottom of the Mariana Trench. General 
director of Rubin Igor Vilnit stressed that “Vityaz is 
the world’s only autonomous unmanned 
underwater vehicle for ultra-deep diving. 

Control over AUV was completely carried 
out through the hydro-acoustic channel. Thus 
Vityaz became the first underwater vehicle which 
uses artificial intelligence to operate autonomously 
at the extreme depths of the World Ocean. Vityaz 
is equipped with echo sounder system, side-scan 
sonar, high-resolution digital cameras, high-
precision navigation system and sonar 
communication system. During May mission Vityaz 
carried out mapping, photo and video shooting of 
the seabed; studied the parameters of the marine 
environment. 

At ARMY forum Rubin demonstrated a 
range of AUVs. In particular, Amulet-2 AUV was 
demonstrated for the first time. It is a further 
development of the Amulet project and retains the 
whole set of its functions and capabilities. Amulet-2 
has a modular architecture consisting of main and 
optional compartments as well as several versions 
of attached payloads. Attachment of optional 
payloads does not require additional trimming.  

AUV in the basis configuration is equipped 
with platform less INS of initial production based on 
fiber-optic gyro; modules with Doppler log, sonar 
modem, side-scan sonars, synthetic vision system 
for image recognition and other equipment is 
available as options. AUV’s operating depth is up 
to 70 m. 

     ©Yury Laskin -Pavel Klochkov, designer of Amulet AUV 
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Leonardo 
strengthens 
helicopter 
support services 
in South Africa 
• Expanding the level of customer
service to allow greater mission
effectiveness and safety

• The new service centre demonstrates
Leonardo’s long-term commitment to
the region and its customers, improving
support to a fleet of over 120 helicopters
mainly operating in the Sub-Saharan
African civil market

Rome 21 August 2020 - Leonardo is strengthening 
the level of support and maintenance services 
offered to its customer base in South Africa with a 
new service centre following the recent acquisition 
of Precision Aviation Services (Pty) Ltd. This is 
located at Wonderboom Airport – Pretoria and 
comprises 2275 m2 of floor space, 450 m2 of 
workshop and store, and an equivalent amount of 
office space.  

The site had been operating as an Authorized 
Service Centre for Leonardo’s helicopters in the 
country over the last 25 years and is the first 
Leonardo Excellent Service Centre in the Continent. 
‘Excellent’ ranking is assigned to selected Service 
Centres focused on maintaining third party fleets 
and having the largest scope of service capabilities, 
all while guaranteeing the continued achievement of 
Leonardo’s customers stringent expectations and 
considering specific market requirements. The first 
area of further enhancement implemented by 
Leonardo compared to previous services will be the 
spare parts availability which will be further 
expanded. The new service centre demonstrates 
Leonardo’s long-term commitment to the region and 
its customers, improving support to a fleet of more 
than 120 helicopters mainly operating in Sub-
Saharan African civil market. This is in line with the 
Company’s Industrial Plan’s focus on stronger 
customer support services and proximity. The 
facility includes maintenance hangars, bonded 
warehouse, workshops and other services and 
provides maintenance, product support, 
engineering services while reinforcing spares 
availability for a range of models also including the 
AW119 single engine, AW109 light twin series, AW 
Family including the AW139, AW169 and AW189, 
with the possibility to extend these capabilities to 
future products. Enhanced services will contribute to 
maximise the helicopter fleet mission effectiveness 
and safety of operations to the benefit of operators, 
crews and the served communities. With over 100 
helicopter service and maintenance centres 
worldwide to date, Leonardo plans to establish at 
least one ‘Excellent’ centre in all strategic markets. 
During the Covid-19 pandemic emergency 
Leonardo has delivered continued support through 
its global network and leveraged digital technologies 
for remote maintenance services. 
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IFTS - 
International 
Flight Training 
School 
Training 
excellence for 
fighter pilots 
The Italian Air Force’s world-renowned excellence 
for flight training and Leonardo’s leadership in 
integrated training solutions, come together to 
create in Italy the brand-new International Flight 
Training School (IFTS). The School is set to become 
an international benchmark for pilot training, starting 
with Phase IV (Advanced/Lead-In Fighter Training). 

Italian Air Force expertise 

Thanks to the large experience acquired over 
decades of training national and international 
combat pilots, IFTS is characterized by international 
instructor pilots selected by ItAF (former military 
pilots qualified by ItAF), with a “Train As You Fight” 
imprinting to the training programme. In particular, 
the stringent pilot qualification process allows 
achieving the highest levels of training required for 
use on 4th-5th gen fighter aircraft. 

Integrated training solutions by Leonardo 

Leonardo contributes to the new IFTS with the 
M-346 advanced trainer aircraft with on-board
Embedded Tactical Training System (ETTS) and in
service with some of the most demanding Air
Forces, including Israel, Singapore, Poland and
Italy. The company also brings a Ground Based
Training System (GBTS) with full state-of-the-art
training devices, including Full Mission Simulators
and forefront fully operational LVC – Live, Virtual,
Constructive – environment for maximum cost-
effectiveness.

Preparing next generation pilots 

The IFTS offers customised teaching modules, 
according to the syllabus of the incoming Air Force, 
including its basic training, to best suit the student 
pilot‘s desired exit level, further increasing the 
download of expensive flight hours from Operation 
Conversion Unit (OCU), saving time and valuable 
resources. 

IFTS added values 

Within highly modern dedicated infrastructures to 
guarantee students top-level facilities in an 
international setting, the IFTS provides large and 
diversified training airspaces ideal for every fighter-
training scenario and different environmental 
conditions, together with recognized international 
standard models. 
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Light the load with 
Pelican-Hardigg™ 
Light Lift™ Series 
Rotationally 
Moulded Cases  

Same Protection with 30% less 
Weight  

To ease the burden of logistics professionals 
everywhere, Pelican Products, the global leader in 
the design and manufacture of high-performance 
protective cases, has introduced the Pelican-
Hardigg™ Light Lift™ Series rotationally moulded 
cases.  

• The advanced material used to build Pelican-
Hardigg Light Lift series cases makes them up
to 30% lighter than traditional rotationally
moulded cases, which means considerable
logistics savings with less manpower and
resources required. This brings a substantial
benefit for the Health and Safety of professionals
working in the field.

• The new Light Lift case family is geared toward
two or four man carry applications with a
maximum 136 kgs. gross payload (total of case
and content weight).

• Pelican-Hardigg Light Lift Series cases still offer
the same protection and pass the same rigorous
MIL-SPEC testing as traditional Pelican-Hardigg
rotationally moulded cases.

• This line includes 28 of the most popular Pelican-
Hardigg single-lid case sizes with additional 122
more sizes scheduled to be introduced
throughout 2020.

• All Pelican-Hardigg Light Lift Series cases are
fully configurable with an initial offering of seven
of the most popular colours.
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• The cases feature popular catch & strike
hardware to tightly secure the lid and recessed
handles to prevent shearing or snagging from
outside forces. Additional available configurable
hardware options include plastic or metal
handles, airtight construction using PRV valves,
edge casters, locking hardware and humidity
indicators.

For over 40 years, Pelican-Hardigg products have 
provided a high level of cushioning and protection. 
Solutions include everything from layered foam 
cushions to extremely complex metal work, to g-
force-rated shock mount systems and fabricated 
frame systems. These systems are designed to not 
only protect the equipment in all types of transport 
situations but to assure that it operates as designed 
when failure is not an option in the field.  

“As with all great products, Pelican-Hardigg cases 
are continually evolving to meet the needs of our 
customers in a meaningful way,” said Pavel 
Levshin, Product Marketing Manager EMEA. “The 
Pelican-Hardigg Light Lift Series is a revolutionary 
step forward in materials, science and design that 
will ease the ever-present logistics burden by being 
easier to carry and less expensive to ship.”  

Rotationally moulded cases are created by loading 
structural grade plastic resin into a series of moulds 
which are heated and slowly rotated on both a 
vertical and horizontal axis. The result is a  

seamless base and lid (with more material in the 
corners and edges) that offers superior impact 
protection.  

Pelican’s regional Advanced Case Centers are 
located in Ashford (UK) and California, 
Massachusetts and Virginia (US) and offer a full 
slate of protective solutions. 

For more information about Light Lift Series cases, 
go to www.peli.com/lightlift or 
https://www.pelican.com/us/en/professional/single-
lid-cases/light-lift-cases/ 
To learn more on Pelican-Hardigg’s capabilities 
visit www.peli.com/eu/en/professional/custom-
cases/.  

Pelican Products, Inc. is the global leader in 
design and manufacture of both high-performance 
protective case solutions and advanced portable 
lighting systems. Their products are used by 
professionals in the most demanding markets 
including fire safety, law enforcement, defense / 
military, aerospace, entertainment, industrial and 
consumer. 

Pelican products are designed and built to last a 
lifetime.  The company operates in over 140 
countries, with 28 offices and six manufacturing 
facilities across the globe. For more information, 
visit www.Pelican.com 
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Chief of the 
Defence Forces 
General Robert 
Kibochi Visits the 
Kenya Navy 

Chief of the Defence Forces General Robert Kibochi 
inspects a Guard of Honour mounted by Kenya 
Navy sailors at Mtongwe, Mombasa, on Thursday, 
16 July 2020. 

General Robert Kibochi, the Chief of the Defence 
Forces (CDF) visited the Kenya Navy on Thursday 
16, July 2020. Major General Jimson Mutai the 
Commander Kenya Navy led other senior Kenya 
Navy officers to welcome the CDF. 

The CDF was briefed on the organisation, roles and 
capabilities of the Kenya Navy at the Kenya Navy 
Training College where he was also taken on a tour 
of the Full Mission Bridge Simulator. 

Other areas toured include; Kenya Navy Fleet 
Mkunguni where the CDF was briefed on the 
various classes of ships and water crafts operated 
by the Kenya Navy, he also toured the dockyard 
where the Kenya Navy Slipway is currently being 
built. The 4 tonne Slipway at 70 % completion rate 
is one of the flagship projects under the Blue 
Economy sector and is expected to be opened in 
June 2021. 

In his address to sailors at Lt Col Kimaro Stadium, 
the CDF commended the Kenya Navy for upholding 
professionalism in safeguarding Kenya’s maritime 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

“Kenya Navy has contributed a lot to the National 
Development Agenda. Just recently you revived MV 
Uhuru in Kisumu in record time and at very minimal 

cost and currently it is serving the East African 
region on Lake Victoria, “said the CDF. 

“The Clearance Diving Unit and the Special Boats 
Unit have been instrumental in search and rescue 
missions across the Likoni Channel,” added the 
CDF. 

General Kibochi further emphasized that Kenya 
Navy has been involved in various operations in and 
out of the country including Operation Linda Nchi, 
AMISOM, Operation Maliza Ugaidi, Operation Fagia 
Msitu, Operation Linda Bahari and support to the 
Kenya Coast Guard Services and the Fisheries 
Department. 

The CDF also shared his vision with the 
sailors which include mission readiness 
through enhanced joint training as well as 
adoption of an appropriate defence 
posture. He informed the navy sailors that 
he will prioritize equipping them well and 
providing other support to ensure mission 
readiness. 

On welfare matters, he informed the sailors 
that plans are underway to construct six 
regional hospitals, including in Mtongwe 
and Manda, as a comprehensive system to 

address health issues. 

In his conclusion, the CDF urged the Kenya Navy to 
continue enhancing performance of both its primary 
mandate as well as support to national government 
and civil authorities. 

Commander Kenya Navy informed the CDF of the 
Navy’s mission readiness geared toward delivery of 
tasks as assigned by the Defence Headquarters. He 
also thanked the CDF for the support the navy has 
been receiving operation wise and in welfare, noting 
the various ongoing modernization projects in 
Mtongwe and Manda. 
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Namibian Defence 
Force 

Defence Minister, Hon. Rear Admiral (rtd) Peter 
Hafeni Vilho 

The Namibian Defence Force was established in 
1990 by the Namibian Constitution, Chapter 15, 
Article 115, and the Defence Act 20 of 1990 as 
amended. The President is the Commander-In-
Chief of the Namibian Defence Force. It was created 
when South West Africa gained full independence 
from South Africa in 1990. The constitution of 
Namibia defines the role of the military as 
"defending the territory and national interests." 

Namibia's military was born from the integration of 
the formerly belligerent People's Liberation Army of 
Namibia (PLAN), military wing of the South West 
African People's Organization, and the South West 
African Territorial Force (SWATF) – a security arm 
of the former South African administration. The 
British formulated the force integration plan and 
began training the NDF, which consists of five 
battalions and a small headquarters element.    The 
United Nations Transitional Assistance Group 
(UNTAG)'s Kenyan infantry battalion remained in 
Namibia for three months after independence to 
assist in training the NDF and stabilize the north. 
Martin Shalli and Charles 'Ho Chi Minh' Namoloh  

were involved in the negotiations that allowed the 
Kenyan infantry battalion to remain for that period. 

The Defence Amendment Act (Act 20 of 1990) sets 
out a variety of legal requirements for the 
composition and organisation of the NDF. The 
Defence Policy Paper approved by the National 
Assembly in March 1992 presents policy guidelines 
for the development of the MOD and the NDF. 

The British Military Advisory Training Team 
(BMATT) effort in Namibia has been directed 
towards developing a programme for creating and 
training the army prior to its assuming deployment 
tasks. The programme timings have been 
generated by the need to deploy formed units to 
Namibian Navy  

The People’s Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN) 
was an armed wing of the South West Africa 
People’s Organization (SWAPO) of Namibia which 
had waged a protracted liberation war to free the 
Namibian people from colonial oppression by the 
then, South African Racist Regime. During the 
liberation struggle, SWAPO had been waging the 
struggle on three fronts, namely, Political, 
Diplomatic and Military front.  

The main roles of the Namibian Defence Force are 
to ensure the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
the country by guarding against external 
aggression, both conventional and unconventional; 
prevent violation of Namibia's territorial integrity; 
and provide assistance to civil authorities in 
guarding and protecting government buildings and 
key installations as provided in the Defence Act. 

The Chief of Defence Force is the highest-ranking 
officer and exercises overall executive command of 
the force. Service Chiefs are two-star General 
Officers, Air Officers and Flag Officers in command 
of their respective arms of service. NDF directorates 
are led by one-star General Officers, Air Officers 
and Flag Officers. The exception however is the 
Joint Operations Directorate whose head is a Major 
General, who also doubles up as the GOC Special 
Forces. The Joint Operations Directorate is 
responsible for Force deployment in the Military. 

The central priorities for the MOD is to develop the 
management plan and strategy to implement and 
monitor the policy presented in the defence policy 
and to provide the equipment and resources 
necessary to its implementation. The structure and 
organisation of MOD will be kept under review. 

In addition, the MOD will actively participate in 
defence and security aspects, including contribution 
to Government crisis management and contingency 
planning (including co-operation with other 
interested ministries). 
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Apart from these central issues, specific 
management priorities are also identifiable. These 
include the determination of force levels, equipment 
requirements, training, recruitment and deployment 
policy; career planning, the refinement and review 
of the concept of operations; the effective 
management of resource allocation and distribution; 
and the articulation of the defence programme into 
a detailed long-term financial plan (a long-term 
costing). 

An overriding policy objective will be to align 
accountability with responsibility and authority as 
closely as is practicable. The MOD is prepared to 
share its experiences with other countries whose 
Defence Forces are developing or restructuring. 

Namibian Army 

The Namibian Army was established on the 3rd of 
September 1990. The Namibian Army has 
experienced a systematic growth and development. 
Over the years, the force has successfully and 
effectively conducted missions through Mandume 
ya Ndemufayo Operation, Operation Atlantic in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and UN 
Peacekeeping Missions in Cambondia, Angola and 
Liberia. The mission of the Namibia Army is to 
defend the territorial integrity of the Republic of 
Namibia, its people, their properties and National 
Interests. Vision// To be well trained, motivated, 
discipline, equipped, highly mobile and effective in 
command and control over its formations and units. 

Namibian Air Force 

The Namibian Air Force has gone through 
transformation since its establishment in 1994 as 
NDF Air Wing. The Air Force drastically grew in 
terms of personnel and equipment. At the formation 
of the Air Wing, two squadrons were established 
namely: VR-1 SQN and Helicopter SQN. These 
squadrons formed up the basic operational structure 
of the Air Wing. The Air Wing was commissioned 
into the Namibian Air Force by His Excellency Dr. 
Sam Shafiishuna Nujoma, the then President of the 
Republic of Namibia and Commander-In-Chief of 
the Namibian Defence Force on the 13 March 2005 
with retrospect to 23 June 2002. The mission of the 
Namibian Air Force is to defend the territorial air 
space of Namibia, ensuring that it is respected at all 
times, participate in land and naval operations, and 
render support to Civil Authorities and Civil Power in 
peace and war time. Vision// To project air power 
that is on par with the best in the region. 

Namibian Navy 

The history of the Namibian Navy started in 1994, 
when the agreement on naval cooperation between 
the Federative Republic of Brazil and the Republic 
of Namibia was signed. This agreement provides for 
the training of both officers and ratings in different 
fields. As a result, the group of Headquarters Staff 

and Ship Captains graduated at the 'Admiral 
Wandenkolk Instruction Centre' (CIAW) in Rio de 
Janeiro. The Maritime Wing was established on the 
11th September 1998 and commissioned on the 7th 
October 2004 as the Namibian Navy by Hon. Erikky 
Nghimtina, the then Minister of Defence. The 
mission of the Namibian Navy is to defend 
Namibia’s territorial water, conduct naval operations 
in defence of the Republic of Namibia, and conduct 
operations other than war in support of the national 
interests. 
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CDS Inspects ATRAC’s Shooting Simulation 

Centre 

The Chief of the Defence Staff (CDS), Lt Gen Obed 
Boamah Akwa has inspected the progress of work on a 
Shooting Simulation Centre (SSC) at the Army Training 
Command (ATRAC) on Tuesday, 21 July 2020 at Teshie. 

Briefing the CDS, the Commander ATRAC, Brig Gen W 
Dzandu-Hedidor stated that, the centre which had 
configurable firing ranges and provided tactical training, 
both individually and groups was specially, designed for 
the expert indoor training of Military, Police and National 
Security Operatives. 

Brig Gen Dzandu-Hedidor revealed that Seventy-Six 
Thousand Ghana Cedis was released by the National 
Security Ministry for the renovation of a building to be 
used for the centre. According to him, but for the 
emergence of COVID-19 and its attendant problems, the 
centre would have been operational. He, however, stated 
that the final installation was yet to be undertaken. 

One of the instructors from the International Security 
Consulting in Israel, responsible for the installation and 
training of trainers Mr Haziz, oriented the CDS and his 
team to the centre. Mr Haziz said the SSC which adapts to 
the training needs of security personnel will provide 
training in the use of weapons such as Pistol, AK47, and 
M16 assault rifles.  

He stated further that the simulation centre will enable 
trainees to start using weapons safely, perfect their 
marksmanship and ability to react and also test their 
reactions in real-life situations. 

The CDS was accompanied by the Chief of the Army Staff 
(COAS), Maj Gen Thomas Oppong-Peprah and the Chief 
of Staff (COS) at the General Headquarters, Rear Admiral 
Issah AdamYakubu. 

In a related development, the Commander ATRAC, Brig 
Gen W Dzandu-Hedidor informed the CDS of a two-
desktop-computers donation made by the Chief of the Air 
Staff (CAS), AVM Frank Hanson to the Army Training 
Command to complement their logistic base. 

   Congo replaces sanctioned army chief 

with deputy also sanctioned for rights 

abuses 

Democratic Republic of Congo President Felix 
Tshisekedi has appointed a new head of the army 
to replace General John Numbi, state television 
said. 
Both Numbi and his designated successor, 
General Gabriel Amisi Kumba, are under U.S. and 
European Union sanctions for repression and 
abuses directed against opposition figures and 
protesters under former president Joseph Kabila. 
The U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Africa, 
Tibor Nagy, said: “We welcome that U.S.-
sanctioned General John Numbi is no longer in his 
post. The United States supports President 
Tshisekedi’s commitment to improving human 
rights and professionalising the Congolese armed 
forces.” (Reuters) 

    Hostage in Tanker Attack 

Pirates attacked a petrochemical tanker in the Gulf 
of Guinea and took 13 Russian and Ukrainian crew 
members, hostage, Maritime Bulletin reported 
citing ship owners. The Liberia-flagged Curacao 
Trader was approximately 210 nautical miles from 
Benin when it was attacked on 17th July 2020.  
13 out of its 19 Ukranian and Russian crew 
members have been taken hostage by the pirates," 
the vessel’s management company said in a 
statement 

   Morocco ordered 36 Sherpa armored 

vehicles 

Morocco has ordered 36 Sherpa armored vehicles, 
which are French-made, Defensa reports. 
Moroccan army operates only two types of tactical 
armored vehicles, USA-made Humvees. It 
indicates that Morocco owns 2,000 units, and an 
unknown number of VAMTAC four-wheel drive 
vehicles produced by the Spanish company 
Urovesa. Last month, Arquus celebrated the 
production of its 1,000th Sherpa. 
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Medical supplies, PPE support Ghana 

Armed Forces’ COVID-19 treatment center 

An interagency effort between U.S. Africa Command and 
the Department of State enabled the donation of personal 
protective equipment and medical supplies to the the 
Ghana Armed Forces' COVID-19 treatment facility at El 
Wak Stadium, near Accra, on July 14.  

“One of the primary reasons that we value our relationship 
with Ghana so much is because of the steadfast 
leadership role that the Government of Ghana and the 
Ghana Armed Forces (GAF) consistently plays in 
promoting regional peace and security,” said Maj. Michael 
Kummerer, chief, Office of Security Cooperation at the 
U.S. Embassy in Ghana.   

The PPE donation is a follow-up to the donation of two 
state of the art Level II Field Hospitals to the Ghana 
Armed Forces by Ambassador Stephanie Sullivan on Feb. 
4 on behalf of the U.S. 

“The donation of two state-of-the-art Level II Field 
Hospitals earlier this year represented a significant U.S. 
investment in supporting Ghana in this role," Kummerer 
said. "The donation of critical medical supplies to the GAF 
last week was more representative of a friend lending a 
helping hand in a time of need. We recognize the 
absolutely critical role that the GAF is playing in Ghana's 
COVID-19 response and we're happy to support them in 
this noble cause.” 

One of the two field hospitals is currently being used for 
COVID-19 response at El Wak Stadium. The donation of 
medical supplies and PPE is in furtherance of the 
partnership between the United States and the Ghana in 
the fight against COVID-19. (AFRICOM) 

Army component and African senior 

leaders discuss security cooperation 

Maj. Gen. Roger Cloutier, U.S. Army Africa 
commander, conducted phone or video 
teleconference meetings with senior military 
leaders from Botswana, Djibouti, Morocco and 
Tunisia, as well as Ghana and Senegal, June 10 
and 11, respectively. Cloutier introduced Maj. Gen. 
Andrew Rohling, incoming commander, to each 
senior leader and affirmed ongoing partnership. 

• During the meeting with Maj. Gen. Molefi
Seikano, Botswana Land Forces 
commander, Cloutier commended 
Botswana’s whole-of-government 
approach to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
recognizing the Botswana Defence Force’s 
supporting role. He also acknowledged the 
BDF’s ongoing counter-poaching efforts. 

• Cloutier expressed appreciation to Brig.
Gen. Ali Mohamed Taher, Djibouti Armed
Forces deputy chief of defense, for hosting
U.S. forces and emphasized continued
partnership and commitment to Djibouti’s
Rapid Intervention Battalion.

• In his conversation with Maj. Gen. Thomas
Oppong-Peprah, Ghanaian chief of army
staff, Cloutier applauded Ghanaian Armed
Forces for their role as a leading troop-
contributing country within United Nations
peacekeeping, and recognized their role in
regional security efforts in West Africa.

• Cloutier thanked Gen. Belkhir El Farouk,
the Royal Moroccan Armed Forces
Southern Zone commander, for Morocco’s
assistance in redeploying personnel and
equipment after the African Lion exercise
was canceled as a precautionary measure
against COVID-19. Cloutier and Farouk
discussed future plans for the African Lion
exercise scheduled for 2021.

• Cloutier and Brig. Gen. Fulgence Ndour,
the Senegalese chief of army staff,
discussed the United Accord exercise that
is slated for September. The exercise
prioritizes relationship building and
increasing readiness in support of U.N.
and African Union mandates in West
Africa.

• In his discussion with Brig. Gen. Mohamed
El Ghoul, the Tunisian Army chief of staff,
Cloutier discussed Tunisian involvement in
the regional exercise African Lion 2021
and future security cooperation events
planned with U.S. Army Africa. (AFRICOM)
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GAF Investigates Emergency Landing of 

Helicopter 

The Ghana Armed Forces (GAF) has commenced 
investigation into the emergency landing of one of its 
helicopters near Ganvuliga, in the Kumbungu District of 
the Northern Region. A statement issued in Accra, said a 
preliminary investigation team was on site to conduct a full 
assessment of the damage to the Ghana Air Force Z9-EH 
helicopter with tail number GHF 630 performed an 
emergency landing in a field about 3km southwest of 
Ganvuliga. Signed by the GAF Director of Public 
Relations, Colonel E. Aggrey-Quashie, it said the landing 
site, where the incident occurred, had since been secured 
and efforts were underway to recover the aircraft. 
Meanwhile, it said all the four crew members and four 
other military personnel on board at the time of the 
incident were healthy as they were recovered within 
minutes by another GAF helicopter, with no fatalities nor 
injuries. "There were no civilians on board, and no 
damage nor injuries to property and people on ground," 
the statement said. The China manufactured aircraft is 
one of four helicopters that were delivered to the Air Force 
in 2015. 

China’s Hudong-Zhonghua Shipbuilding 

Awarded Contract for Algerian Navy Corvette 

The Algerian Navy Algeria’s Navy will in two years’ time 
take delivery of a 96-meter-long corvette from China’s 
Hudong-Zhonghua Shipbuilding Group (HZ). UK-based 
maritime classification society Lloyd’s Register will provide 
assurance and certification services for vessels being built 
in China for the Algerian Navy. It is not clear which model 
of corvette Algeria will be receiving, but it could be similar 
to the Pattani or Type 056 classes. Lloyd’s Register had a 
long relationship with Hudong-Zhonghua and Algeria’s 
navy, and supported the construction of three 2 800 tons 
corvettes for the Algerian Navy between 2013 and 2016. 

The Algerian Naval Force project, consisting of a 96-metre 
corvette will be designed and constructed to LR’s Naval 
Ship Rules. The Corvette is designed for operations 
including patrol, escort and protection of maritime interests 
within the nation’s Exclusive Economic Zone. The 
Corvette incorporates a helipad and a crew of 78 people, 
has a range of 3,500 nautical miles and is capable of top 
speeds in excess of 27 knots. It is scheduled for delivery 
in 2022. 

 

     BIRD Aerosystems has Delivered its 

AMPS Anti-Missile Protection System to 

a VIP Customer in Africa 

The system includes BIRD’s AeroShield POD 
with the MACS sensor, and will protect the 
Presidential Boeing 737 aircraft 

BIRD Aerosystems, the leading developer of 
Airborne Missile Protection Systems (AMPS) and 
Airborne Surveillance, Information, and 
Observation (ASIO) solutions, has completed the 
delivery of its AMPS system, including the 
AeroShield POD and MACS sensor, to a VIP 
customer in Africa. The system will protect the 
presidential Boeing 737 aircraft during its 
international flights around the world. 
Uniquely designed to protect VIP Aircraft, BIRD’s 
AMPS is already in operational use by several 
different customers in Africa, protecting of Head 
of State aircraft and helicopters. 
AeroShield POD is an all-in-one integrated 
solution that supports the installation of BIRD’s 
Airborne Missile Protection Systems (AMPS) on 
VIP wide-body aircraft. Integrating the AMPS 
system which includes Missile Launch Detection 
Sensors (MILDS), Missile Approach Confirmation 
Sensor (MACS), Flare Dispensers and an inertial 
measurement unit (IMU), BIRD’s AeroShield POD 
is easily installed, provides Optimum platform 
protection with minimal interference to the aircraft, 
and can be easily transferred between different 
aircraft.  
The AeroShield POD that has been delivered 
under the current contract includes BIRD’s 
patented Missile Approach Confirmation Sensor 
(MACS) sensor, which performs a unique 
confirmation of suspected incoming missile 
threats detected by the main electro-optical 
passive sensors, and practically eliminates any 
False Alarms. Upon receiving a pre-alarm 
warning from the electro-optical sensors, MACS 
slews to the direction of the incoming threat and 
verifies the threat’s validity. Concurrently, MACS 
also collects relevant information on the target 
(velocity and distance) and calculates its time-to-
impact, enabling the most effective 
countermeasure response to the incoming 
missile. MACS ensures that only real missiles will 
be declared by the system and reacted upon. 
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German Bundeswehr 
renews Service 
Contracts for 
Heron 1 systems in 
Afghanistan and Mali 
Airbus Defence and Space and the Federal Office 
of Bundeswehr Equipment, Information Technology 
and In-Service Support (BAAINBw) have signed a 
renewed service contract agreement for Heron 1 
unmanned aerial systems (UAS) in operation in 
Afghanistan and Mali. 

In Afghanistan, Heron 1 Services has been 
extended in March 2020, for the period June 2020 / 
May 2021. It had successfully logged up more than 
46,000 flight hours in over 4,100 operational flights. 
Also in March this year, the German Air Force 
passed the milestone of 10 years of Heron 1 
operations in Afghanistan, with a first operational 
flight dating back to 17th March 2010. 

Comparably in Mali, Heron 1 services has also been 
extended for the period August 2020 / July 2021 
(with an option for August 2021 / July 2022). It had 
logged more than 11,500 flight hours in over 1200 
operational flights. The system’s first flight in Mali 
dates back to 1st November 2016 after the first 
service contract was signed in July 2016. 

When adding the Heron 1’s operations for the 
German Armed Forces in both Afghanistan and 
Mali, the Air Force’s UAV system has thus chalked 
up more than 57,500 successful operational flight 
hours. 

Both places of deployment are being managed 
using a joint operator model between the 
Bundeswehr and industry. The Heron 1’s provision, 
maintenance and repair of the system is the 
responsibility of Airbus Defence and Space in 
Bremen. 

This operator model impressively demonstrated its 
performance capabilities during operations in 
Afghanistan and Mali, as emphasized by proven 
high system readiness of 99%. The deployments of 
the Heron system in Afghanistan and Mali also help 
develop expertise within the Bundeswehr with a 
view to future MALE RPAS systems. 

German reconnaissance tasks focus on the 
country’s crisis regions in order to provide the best 
possible protection for the country’s population as 
well as for the German troops and the contingents 
of other mission nations stationed in the country. 

Manufactured by the Israeli company IAI (Israel 
Aerospace Industries), Heron 1 is an unarmed 
medium altitude long endurance (MALE) UAS which 
can stay airborne above the respective theatre of 
operations. 

The Heron 1 has a wingspan of 16.6 meters and a 
maximum mission endurance of over 24 hours. The 
system’s military tasks include detecting booby 
traps from the air, accompanying convoys and 
patrols, assisting forces in combat situations, 
reconnoitering and surveilling routes, establishing 
movement profiles and long-term monitoring, 
supporting situation assessments, and protecting 
property and military camps. It is also used to 
support humanitarian missions. 
These Heron 1 systems, currently deployed by the 
German Armed Forces in Afghanistan and Mali, are 
to be replaced by the more powerful IAI Heron TP, 
following an operator agreement signed in Berlin in 
July 2018 between Airbus Defence and Space and 
the Federal Office of Bundeswehr Equipment, 
Information Technology and In-Service Support 
(BAAINBw). The replacement of Heron 1 by Heron 
TP will have a two-year set-up phase, followed by 
an operational phase lasting a further seven years, 
thereby bridging the gap until a sovereign European 
MALE UAS will be developed. 
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T h e  M i l k o r  m e d i c a l
v e n t i l a t o r  i s  e a s i l y
t r a n s p o r t a b l e  d u e
t o  i t s  r o b u s t
d e s i g n ,  w h i c h
m a k e s  i t  v e r s a t i l e
f o r  a m b u l a n c e s ,
f i e l d  h o s p i t a l s  a n d
i n t e n s i v e  c a r e s
u n i t s
South African defence company Milkor, in response 
to the local and international need to assist in the 
efforts to combat the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic, has designed and manufactured a 
standalone medical ventilator for emergency use. 

Milkor has also developed a Continuous Positive 
Airway Pressure Ventilator (CPAP machine) which 
was originally designed by Mercedes F1. The CPAP 
machine can be used in conjunction with Milkor’s 
non-invasive ventilation solution, which comprises a 
helmet-based ventilation system. 

“We decided to channel our expertise, dedication 
and attention to detail towards the ever-growing 
threat that COVID-19 poses to peoples’ health and 
well-being. This resulted in the development of a 
low-cost and easy-to-use ventilator, which Milkor 
foresees will be in dire need in the months to come,” 
the company said. 

Development of the ventilator was made possible by 
Milkor Medical, a subsidiary of Milkor, which Africa 
Business Development Director Marco Rincon said: 
“Worked around the clock to successfully complete 
the device to an advanced level of technological 
readiness (TRL).” 

Based on the E-Vent project by the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), the Milkor Medical 
Ventilator uses an actuator to compress a self-
inflating bag (Ambu Bag), while the precise 
electronic controls allows the clinician to operate the 
ventilator in various modes such as: Controlling the 
Inspiration to Expiration ratio (I:E), the compression 
volume, and the rate of compression. 

Furthermore, the design uses switch limiters, 
overpressure valves, pressure sensors, and PEEP 
valves to ensure the safety of the patient. “The 
robust design also provides doctors the ability to 
transport the ventilator anywhere from field  

hospitals to intensive care units, while maintaining 
low input costs,” Rincon highlights. 

“We are extremely proud to be able to have our 
team of engineers be able to provide solutions to the 
biggest crisis mankind has witnessed since the 
Second Word War by developing the new ventilator 
and CPAP machines respectively,” Milkor said. 

Milkor describes itself as a specialised developer of 
armoured vehicles, boats, and unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAVs) and is best known for its 
development of multiple grenade launchers (MGLs). 
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The modern frigate 

Today, the definition of a frigate is a bit flexible, 
with many ships that one navy would call a 
destroyer referred to in another as a frigate – as in 
the French, German, Spanish navies. But they are 
still medium-sized, general purpose warships that 
are fast and maneuverable, and can carry out a 
variety of low- to medium-threat missions in blue 
water and other areas.  
Frigates are an indispensable part of any navy. 
These ships usually form the numerical bulk of a 
naval fleet as they are relatively cheaper than large 
destroyers and cruisers. Every modern navy 
operates frigates in some or the other form and 
uses them along with larger surface combatants 
like destroyers and aircraft carriers.  
Modern frigates are also far more capable than 
they were in the past, with a single ship enjoying 
capabilities that would have required a task force 
only 40 years ago. Today's frigates are powered by 
gas turbine engines or hybrid propulsion systems, 
have advanced radar that can detect a supersonic 
golf ball, the latest sonar and towed arrays, and a 
formidable suite of vertical launch missiles, cruise 
missiles, and deck guns. 

The definition of a modern frigate by 
Defencyclopedia is «A modern frigate is a 3000-
7000 ton warship, equipped with an array of 
missiles, guns and radars, and is designed to 
operate autonomously, along with a battle group or 
act as an escort for non-combatants, in order to 
fulfill a variety of tasks depending on the mission». 

And then there are the helicopters and the UAVs 
that have evolved from tiny scouting craft to long-
range hunters. Their sonobuoys, dipping sonars, 
and magnetometers, combined with depth charges 
and homing torpedoes, make them a submariner's 
worst nightmare. They can also act as airborne 
early warning systems against fighter or missile 
attacks, and can even engage and destroy other 
ships with their own missiles. 

The Frégates de taille intermédiaire (Frigates of 
intermediate size) is a French military program to 
design and create a planned class of frigates to be 
used by the French Navy. At the moment, the 
program consists of five ships, with commissioning 
planned from 2023 onwards. The frigate-type has 
subsequently been identified as a "Frégate de 
Défense et d'Intervention" (FDI) with the lead ship 
being named "Admiral Ronarc’h". Construction 
began in October 2019.  

The FREMM ("European multi-purpose frigate"; 
French: Frégate européenne multi-mission; Italian: 
Fregata europea multi-missione) is a class of multi-
purpose frigates designed by Naval Group and 
Fincantieri for the navies of France and Italy. The 
lead ship of the class, Aquitaine, was 
commissioned in November 2012 by the French 
Navy. In France the class is known as the 
Aquitaine class, while in Italy they are known as 
the Bergamini class. Italy has ordered six general 
purpose variants and four anti-submarine variants. 
France has ordered six anti-submarine variants, 
and two air-defense variants. The US Navy 
selected the class to fulfill the FFG(X) requirement, 
and Fincantieri was given a $795 million contract 
for the lead ship.  

On June 10, 2020, the F125 “Nordrhein-Westfalen” 
was officially commissioned – due to the current 
corona pandemic, the ceremony took place on a 
small scale. The “Nordrhein-Westfalen” is the 
second out of a total of four frigates after the 
“Baden-Württemberg” to become available to the 
German Navy. The ships are the most modern and 
powerful frigates ever built in Germany. 
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Prima uscita in mare di Nave Bergamini (2011) 

On June 19th Damen Shipyards Group and the 
German Bundesamt fur Ausrüstung, 
Informationstechnik und Nutzung der Bundeswehr 
signed the contract for the construction of four 
MKS-180 frigates for the German Navy. Damen is 
the main contractor for this complex project which 
it is undertaking, together with partners 
Blohm+Voss and Thales, in Germany. 

The combination of companies was previously 
declared the winner of a European tender; the 
largest in the history of the German Navy. On 17 
June, the necessary financial resources were 
released by the German Bundestag budget 
committee. The contract marks the start of the 
design and construction phase. 

Approximately 80% of the project investment 
remains in Germany as added value. The 
vessels will be built at Blohm+Voss in Hamburg, 
but partly also at other shipyard locations in 
Germany, including Bremen, Kiel and Wolgast. 
Besides this, approximately 100 small and 
medium-sized companies from the maritime 
industry, mechanical engineering and plant 
construction sectors will be involved in the 
implementation. These companies originate 
from almost all German states. 

Hein van Ameijden, Managing Director Damen 
Schelde Naval Shipbuilding: "I am convinced 
that with the MKS-180 project, we are building a 
high-quality frigate that meets all the wishes of 
the German Navy. It is a German-Dutch project. 
We are already working well with our partners in 
Germany; Luerssen, Blohm+Voss, and Thales. 
The project also offers prospects for further 
European cooperation. The many years of 
cooperation between Damen and Thales as part of 
the Dutch golden ecosystem is an important factor 
in this success. If the Netherlands continues to 
invest in innovative projects for its own navy, we 

can further expand our role within European 
naval construction. That's good for the 
Netherlands' strategic role, which fits in with 
the Defence Industry Strategy." 

The German added value and knowledge 
development also apply to Thales's mission 
systems acquired within the project. 
Approximately 70% is supplied by Thales's 
German branches in Kiel and 
Wilhelmshaven. This is done in close 
cooperation with numerous subcontractors. 

Gerben Edelijn, CEO of Thales Netherlands: 
"This historic contract for both the German 
Navy and Thales is a significant milestone in 
more than 50 years of cooperation, and 
confirms our worldwide leading position in 
the field of high-end naval mission systems. 

The women and men on board of these innovative 
frigates can rely on the latest technologies in the 
field of cyber defense, radar and fire control. The 
AWWS system, developed for the Netherlands and 
Belgian Navies, will soon also enable the German 
Navy to withstand threats of today and the coming 
decades." 

Damen, Lürssen, Blohm + Voss and Thales are 
delighted with the confidence that the German 
government places in it. The implementation of the 
project will begin soon and involves the delivery of 
four frigates between 2027 and 2031 for an 
amount of approximately 4.6 billion euros. There is 
also an option to supply two more frigates after 
2032. 

Dutch naval shipbuilder Damen has won the 

selection process for the German Navy's new MKS 

180 frigates, shown here in an artist's rendering. 

(Courtesy of Dame 
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EURONAVAL 2020 

EURONAVAL, the international exhibition for the 
naval defence and maritime security industry is still 
going ahead, and will be held from 20th to 23rd 
October 2020 in Paris-le Bourget. Organised every 
even-numbered year, it has been the world's 
leading meeting place for innovation and naval 
technologies of the future for more than 50 years. 
EURONAVAL is a privileged meeting place for 
industrialists from all over the world and decision-
makers from military and state navies. 
EURONAVAL is the leading trade exhibition, 
encouraging links between an entire ecosystem. 
With an international conference, workshops and 
venues for BtoB meetings, a dedicated start-up 
space, the trade vessel for training and a new 
exhibition pavilion “Cyber Naval Hub”, 
EURONAVAL 2020 will offer all its visitors a global 
vision of the industry. Organised by SOGENA, a 
subsidiary of the GICAN, EURONAVAL reveals the 
main features of its 26th edition.  

COVID-19 crisis, reassuring indicators 

In this time of unprecedented health crisis, the entire 
events sector is subject to great uncertainty. 
However, there are a number of factors that give 
cause for optimism about the exhibition's success: 

• EURONAVAL's commercial performance
testifies to the optimism surrounding the
event. The exhibition has registered the
same number of exhibitors on the same
date as for EURONAVAL 2018, which was

a record edition. This confirms that the 
industry is definitely counting on this end-of-
year event and is proof of the confidence in 
the organisers to welcome the public, 
delegations, exhibitors and journalists in 
optimum health safety conditions. 

• Since its opening, the
SEAnnovation space has already
registered more than 60 applications (for
36 places), proof of the success of this
space created for the 2018 edition of
EURONAVAL. These figures also
illustrate the profusion of innovation in
the sector and the desire of start-ups to
look ahead towards a return to
normality.

• The shipbuilding sector, with its
long order cycles, has in all likelihood
suffered less from the crisis than some
of the more consumer and general
public-oriented industrial sectors. The
introduction of new health standards
and work arrangements that respect
distancing regulations have slowed
production, but order books remain at
normal levels.

WEB CONFERENCES 

This year a series of three web conferences will 
replace the international conference initially planned 
at the Maison de la Chimie.  

Organised in partnership with the Foundation for 
Strategic Research (FRS), these web conferences 
will take place over three online sessions in the form 
of thematic round tables.  

High level speakers from political, military, industrial 
and academic fields will address major naval 
defence and maritime security issues.  

To attend the event live, registrations will be made 
online, on the badge order module.  

Dates and themes 

• Tuesday 29th September 2020 at 11am:
China / USA / Japan: power relations in
Asia-Pacific

• Tuesday 6th October 2020 at 11am: The
submarine export market and innovative
strategic partnerships

• Tuesday 13th October 2020 at 11am:
Technological innovations and capacity
shortfalls
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The three web conferences will be available in 
replay on the exhibition website from Monday 19th 
October, the day before the exhibition opens.  

The speeches given by Admiral Pierre Vandier, 
Chief of Staff of the French Navy, Engineer-General 
Joël Barre, Delegate General for Armament and 
Hervé Guillou, President of EURONAVAL and 
president of the GICAN, will be posted on the 
exhibition website from Monday 19th October 2020.  

Over all four days, thematic workshops bringing 
together institutional and official delegations as well 
as French and international companies will set the 
tempo for the EURONAVAL exhibition. These 
different workshops will address the main issues at 
stake in naval defence, covering a broad spectrum 
ranging from the future of submarines to security 
and environmental protection, the future of 
European industry, naval research and special 
electronic warfare operations. The detailed 
programme of these thematic workshops will be 
unveiled in the coming weeks. 

Destination innovation with the 

SEAnnovation space 

Resolutely focused on the future and technologies 
of the future, EURONAVAL 2020 will once again be 
THE exhibition for discovery and innovation. 
The SEAnnovation space dedicated to start-ups 
was launched at EURONAVAL 2018 in partnership 
with Starburst and the GICAN. Given the success of 
this initiative, SEAnnovation is being renewed for 
this new edition. This space is designed to welcome 
and promote 30 or so start-up companies from 
France and abroad in a dedicated area, with round 
tables, keynotes and pitches over 4 days. All start-
ups involved in defence or dual civil-defence 
technological innovations are invited to exhibit in the 
SEAnnovation space. In response to the call for 
applications launched at the beginning of April, 

more than 40 start-ups have already submitted 
their applications, demonstrating the enthusiasm 
for this project.  For the selected start-ups, this will 
be an exceptional opportunity to make themselves 
known and to present their projects to contractors 
in the global shipbuilding industry.  

An exhibition pavilion dedicated to 

cybersecurity: The Cyber Naval Hub by 

FIC 

Cybersecurity has become a major challenge for 
the entire defence sector. In a digitized and 
interconnected world, the cyber threat is 
increasing across all civilian and military maritime 
domains. 

The EURONAVAL organisers, in partnership with 
CEIS, which specialises in Cyber Defence 
consulting, have therefore decided to create a new 
space: The Cyber Naval Hub. Industry leaders and 
public administrations will be able to showcase their 
innovations in this exhibition pavilion, exchange 
best practices and imagine the solutions of the 
future for building digital trust. 

EURONAVAL, the major event for naval 

defence and maritime security 

professionals  

Because EURONAVAL is a privileged meeting 
place for industrialists and decision makers for 
navies from all over the world, the organisers make 
a point of honour of facilitating BtoB meetings at the 
exhibition. This is why special meeting areas have 
been designed, offering confidentiality and comfort, 
to promote relations between the various actors in 
the sector. A personalised support service has also 
been set up by the exhibition to facilitate contacts 
between visitors and exhibitors from all over the 
world. For exhibitors wishing to promote outsized 
resources (planes, helicopters, boats, drones...) an 
outdoor exhibition area will once again provide an 
attractive showcase. They will be able to present 
their equipment in static display and welcome all 
exhibition visitors (delegations, sales 
representatives, press).  
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Contact Details
MILTECH HELLAS S.A.
I. Metaxa 90, Koropi 19400, Attiki Greece Tel.: 
+30 210 6647320, Fax: +30 210 6647322 E-mail: 
miltech@miltech.gr
Web: www.miltech.gr

Miltech’s Family Of 

Thermal Weapon Sights For 
Land-based Applications 

MLT-IRS-70CO is an advanced thermal weapon 
sight, able to provide thermal imaging capabilities 
both as a clip-on device when mounted in front of 
day sights or as a standalone device.

FEATURES

• 640x480, 17μm pitch Uncooled micro bolometer
• 10 hrs operating time
• FOV: 8o H x 6o V
• 1X-4X Digital Zoom
• Polarity: Black Hot/ White Hot
• Weight: 1.2 Kg w/ batteries
• 5 preloaded reticles, thus it can be used as 
standalone device without any modification

FEATURES

• 640x480, 17μm pitch Uncooled micro bolometer
• 10 hrs operating time
• FOV: 18o H x 13o V
• 1X-4X Digital Zoom
• Polarity: Black Hot/ White Hot
• Weight: 900 g
• 5 preloaded reticles, software for designing 
customized reticles form PC

• Image & Video Storage capabilities

Miltech Hellas SA has designed and developed a 
family of Thermal Weapon Sights (TWS) specially 
suited for land applications. All products of the 
family are of rugged design, complying all MIL-
STD-810G standards. Miltech’s TWS are already in use 
by many armies in the world.
All instruments of the family have the same simple-to-
use menu, following the LOLA requirement. In 
addition, they are equipped with intuitive and 
ergonomic buttons and dials. The buttons are 
smartly designed and positioned on the devices in 
order to facilitate the user and allow ambidextrous 
operation even by wearing gloves. The user is able to 
operate all controls and adjustments on the device 
in total darkness without the aid of artificial lighting, 
since all functions can be accessed through the 
menu shown on the eyepiece/display.

Weapon Mounting: Easily mounted on weapons 
with picatinny rail (MIL-STD-1913)
Handheld: The low weight allows prolonged use 
without inducing user fatigue
Tripod mounted: Easy mounting on tripod for 
surveillance applications.

MLT-IRS-35H is an advanced thermal weapon 
sight specially designed for light weapons. Its low 
weight and wide FOV makes it versatile & thus ideal for 
many applications.

FEATURES

• 640x480, 17μm pitch Uncooled micro bolometer
• 10 hrs operating time
• FOV: 8o H x 6o V
• 1X-4X Digital Zoom
• Polarity: Black Hot/ White Hot
• Weight: 1.1 Kg
• 5 preloaded reticles, software for designing 
customized reticles form PC

• Image & Video Storage capabilities

MLT-IRS-70CO Clip-on TWS

MLT-IRS-75H is an advanced thermal weapon 
sight specially designed for Medium & Long range 
weapons. Miltech’s best-seller comes in several 
variants in order to meet any user’s operational 
requirement:

- Integrated Laser range Finder: MLT-IRS-75H 
comes with optional LRF (Range 3Km, 
resolution:0.5m), thus increasing the TWS 
capabilities.

- Power flexibility: MLT-IRS-75H can be 
operated with Li-ion, CR123 or AA batteries, 
providing maximum flexibility.

MLT-IRS-35H Stand-alone TWS

MLT-IRS-75H Stand-alone TWS
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