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Greece and Egypt signed an agreement 

on exclusive economic zone 

On 6 August 2020, Greece and Egypt signed an 
agreement designating an exclusive economic 
zone in the eastern Mediterranean  between the two 
countries, an area containing promising oil and gas 
reserves, Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh 
Shoukry said. Shoukry made the announcement at 
a joint press conference with his Greek counterpart 
Nikos Dendias in Cairo. 

“This agreement allows both countries to move 
forward in maximizing the utilization of the 
resources available in the exclusive economic 
zone, especially promising oil and gas reserves,” 
Shoukry said. In Greece, diplomats said the deal 
effectively nullified an accord between Turkey and 
the internationally recognised government of Libya. 

Last year, those two parties agreed to maritime 
boundaries in a deal Egypt and Greece decried as 
illegal and a violation of international law. Greece  

maintains it infringed on its continental shelf and 
specifically that off the island of Crete. “The 
agreement with Egypt is within the framework of 
international law,” Dendias said. “It is the absolute  

opposite of the illegal, void and legally unfounded 
memorandum of understanding that was signed 
between Turkey and Tripoli. Following the signing 
of this agreement, the non-existent Turkish-Libyan 
memorandum has ended up where it belonged from 
the beginning: in the trash can.” His statement came 
hours after Greece said it is ready to start 
exploratory talks on the demarkation of maritime 
zones with Turkey as soon as this month. Tensions 
were already high between Greece and Turkey over 
the exploration of energy resources in the eastern 
Mediterranean. The NATO members are also at 
odds over a range of issues from overflights in the 
Aegean Sea to maritime zones in the eastern 
Mediterranean and ethnically divided Cyprus. 

Turkey’s Foreign Ministry said the exclusive zone 
designated in the agreement falls in the area of 
Turkey’s continental shelf. It said Ankara considers 
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the agreement null and void, adding that the deal 
also violates Libya’s maritime rights. 

Greece and Italy Reach Agreement on 

Maritime Boundary Delimitation 

On 9 June 2020, Greek Foreign Minister Nikos 
Dendias and his Italian counterpart Luigi Di Maio 
signed agreement on the boundaries of the 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) in the Ionian Sea. 
This development comes following years-long 
negotiations between Athens and Rome, after 
concerns largely over fishing rights in the Ionian 
Sea, earlier expressed by Rome, were addressed 
and resolved. The agreement is effectively an 
extension of a previous maritime borders deal 
clinched by Italy and Greece in 1977. It is also 
expected to pave the way for a similar accord with 
Albania. 

Greek armed forces on High Alert: 

Turkey announces illegal exploration in 

Greek waters 

Chancellor Angela Merkel was able to prevent a 
last-minute military escalation. The situation on the 
border between Greece and Turkey was 
precarious. Chancellor Angela Merkel apparently 
mediated between Turkey and Greece to avert an 
impending military escalation. Several Turkish and 
Greek warships were already on their way to a 
Greek Mediterranean island near the border, where 
Turkey wanted to conduct natural gas exploration. 
Both countries regard the area as an “exclusive 
economic zone”. However, Merkel managed to 
prevent the impending collision. 

Today’s (21 July 2020) announcement of Turkish 
surveys in a section of the Greek continental shelf, 
through a new illegal Navtex, constitutes an 
escalation of the tension in our region. It highlights 
Turkey’s persistence in violating international 
legality and its complete contempt for International 
Law, the International Law of the Sea, the rules 
governing good neighbourly relations and the 
urgings of the European Union. 

Our Embassy in Ankara has already carried out a 
demarche to the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and our Missions have already raised the issue at 
the EU, NATO and the UN, as well as in the capitals 
of the permanent members of the UN Security 
Council. We call on Turkey to immediately cease its 
illegal activities, which violate our sovereign rights 
and undermine peace and security in the region. 
The only path to stability in the region is respect for 
international legality. 

Statement of the Spokesperson of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Hami Aksoy, in Response to a 
Question Regarding the Statement of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Greece Concerning the Survey 
Activities of the Vessel Oruç Reis in the Eastern 
Mediterranean/ QA-66, 22 July 2020, 

As part of the ongoing hydrocarbon exploration 
activities of Turkey in the Eastern Mediterranean, it 
is publicly announced with a NAVTEX (Navigational 
Telex) broadcasted by the competent authorities 
that our seismic survey vessel Oruç Reis will launch 
a new seismic survey in the Eastern Mediterranean, 
starting from 21 July 2020. The maritime area, in 
which Oruç Reis will conduct a survey, is located 
entirely within the Turkish continental shelf as 
declared to the United Nations and within the 
license blocks granted by Turkish Government to 
TPAO in 2012. As a matter of fact, our seismic 
research vessel Barbaros Hayrettin Paşa had also 
conducted a survey in previous years within a 
portion of the same area. This being the case, 
Greece raised objections to the current survey 
activity and claimed that the survey area is within its 
own continental shelf. Greece bases this claim on 
the presence of remote islands far from its own 
mainland, most notably Kastellorizo. This 
maximalist continental shelf claim of Greece is 
contrary to international law, jurisprudence and 
court decisions. 

The argument that an island of 10 square 
kilometers, located only 2 kilometers away from 
Anatolia and 580 kilometers from the Greek 
mainland should generate a continental shelf area 
of 40.000 square kilometers is neither rational nor 
in line with international law. We therefore reject 
these unjustified assertions of Greece. Turkey, 
while reiterating her calls to Greece for dialogue as 
repeated at every level on various occasions up 
until today, will also continue to defend its legitimate 
rights and interests stemming from international 
law. 

Defence Minister visit to the USA 

The Ministry of National Defence clarifies that 
following a communication with the US Department 
of Defence it was agreed to temporarily postpone 
Defence Minister Nikolaos Panagiotopoulos’s visit 
to the USA. The new date of the visit, in the near 
future,shall be announced as soon as the related 
communication with the US side is. Meanwhile, in 
the days to come, a phone communication is being 
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MILTECH HELLAS S.A. is one of the leading
Hellenic companies in the defense sector
specializing in the design and manufacture of high
quality electronic products for defense applications.
Established in 1997, it has been collaborating with
local and foreign companies in technology upgrade
and exchange programs, along with co-production
of defense equipment and systems. Miltech’s area
of expertise includes design, development and
production of leading edge technology aerospace
electronics, communication and avionic products,
thermal surveillance systems, equipment and
harnesses.

In particular, Miltech Hellas has designed and
developed, among others, Avionics Aerospace
Electronics, Cockpit Displays, Electrical Power
Boxes, Chaff / Flare dispensers, Aero Structural
Assemblies and Electrical Harnesses for
Helicopters and Aircrafts. Being a flexible and
customer oriented company, Miltech Hellas can
provide customized solutions tailored to user needs
and operational requirements. Along these lines,
Miltech has developed special Purpose on-demand
devices and systems for air-based Applications
such as HDD-55L Head Down Display, an upgrade
for the existing 5’’x5’’ Head Down Display (HDD) of
the Mirage 2000 EGM/BGM. The new HDD utilizes
the latest Active Matrix Liquid Crystal Display
(AMLCD) technology and it is a Form, Fit &
Function (F3) replacement of the existing CRT
(Cathode Ray Tube) units. No further modifications
are required to either the Mirage 2000 aircraft or the
associated aircraft systems. Furthermore, it
developed the ATE-2000 Test Bench for HDD-55L
and a Harness Health Monitoring Tester which has
the ability to detect the location of any fault existing
in the wire, using advanced technologies in the
areas of TDR and signal processing.

Gun Kit assembly Pylon assembly

AMLCD Head 
Down Display

Test Bench for HDD

Harness Health 
Monitoring Tester

Between other contracts, Miltech Hellas has on-
going Major Projects:
• RAFALE fighter Electrical Cables & Harness
manufacturing, for DASSAULT Aviation (France)
• RAFALE fighter Electrical Power Boxes
manufacturing, for DASSAULT Aviation (France)
• RAFALE fighter Gun Kit Assembly manufacturing,
for DASSAULT Aviation (France)
• FALCON 7X Pylon Assembly manufacturing, for
DASSAULT Aviation (France)

Although Miltech Hellas’ capabilities cover a wide
range including land and maritime applications, it
has developed an outstanding expertise in air-
based devices and systems. Since its foundation, it
has been designing and developing numerous parts
and systems for customers such as DASSAULT,
THALES, AIRBUS HELICOPTERS and others.

Miltech Hellas in aviation industry

Power BoxesChaff & Flares System

Miltech Hellas exhibits a long standing expertise in
aviation related products. Keen on investing in
innovative ideas, it is ready to undertake and
successfully implement any new project, no matter
how challenging it may appears. The challenge is
what makes us stronger.



scheduled between the Greek Minister of National 
Defence and his US counterpart Mr Mark Esper. 

Meeting with the Defence Attaché of 

Serbian Republic 

On Friday 10 July 2020, a meeting was held 
between the GDDIA’s General Director, Lieutenant 
General (rtd) Theodoros Lagios HAF and the 
Defence Attaché of Serbian Republic in Athens, 
Colonel Dragan Petkovic Ph.D., following his 
request. During the meeting issues of common 
interest were discussed. 

HELLENIC ARMY 

Procurement of new rifle for the Hellenic 

Army  

Greek Defence Minister informed the Hellenic 
parliament that the local construction of the Hellenic 
army new rifle is under consideration. The Hellenic 
Army General Staff is currently assessing the 

technical specifications of various types of modern 
rifles used by other NATO nations armies.   

He also said that the "National Weapon" designed 
by the "AOR Design Team" has already been 
presented to the Hellenic Army General Staff.  Αs 
far as the Hellenic Defence Systems ministry intents 
to ensure its maximum possible participation.   

Snipper's Rifle 

On 5 February 2002, the General Directorate for 
Defence Armaments and Investments announced 
an international tender (03/20) for the procurement 
of 119 Snipper's Rifles and 473.025cartridges. 
Estimated budget is in the area of 6.124.360,00 €.  

On July 23, 2020 within GDDIA premises took place 
the opening of the documentation concerning the 
quality certification for the tender. During the 
opening process were present four authorized 
representatives for the companies: 

• ISRAEL WEAPON INDUSTRIES
• STEEL CORE DESIGNS
• BARRETT FIREARMS MFG
• SAKO

HELLENIC NAVY 

Naming and Induction Ceremony in the 

Hellenic Navy of the Guided Missile Fast 

Patrol Boat (FPB) “Lieutenant 

KARATHANASIS" 

On Tuesday, July 28th, 2020, the ceremony of 
naming and induction of the newly built Guided 
Missile Fast Patrol Boat (FPB) "Lieutenant 
KARATHANASIS” in the Hellenic Navy, was held in 
Skaramagkas Naval Fort.  

The ceremony was attended by the Minister of 
National Defence Mr Nikolaos Panagiotopoulos, the 
Deputy Minister of National Defence Mr Alkiviadis 
Stefanis, the Chief of HNDGS General 
Konstantinos Floros, the Chief of HNGS Vice 
Admiral Stylianos Petrakis ΗΝ, the Chiefs of 
General Staff of the Armed Forces (AF) and 
Security Forces (SF) or their representatives, 
members of the Government and Parliament, 
members of the Local and Religious Authorities, 
members of the Supreme Naval Council, 
representatives of the Elefsina Shipyards, and other 
guests. 

ARMAMENT PROGRAMS 
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The FPB “Lieutenant KARATHANASIS" was 
named in honor of Lieutenant Christodoulos 
Karathanasis HN, Pilot of the Helicopter HN-21 who 
fell in the line of duty in January 1996 along with 
Lieutenant Panagiotis Vlachakos and Master Chief 
Petty Officer Ektoras Yalopsos during the Imia 
crisis. The ship's godfather was the son of the 
heroically fallen Officer, Ioannis Karathanasis. The 
ceremony was also attended by graduates of the 
1985 Class of the Naval Academy, classmates of 
the late Lieutenant Ch. Karathanasis HN, as well as 
members of his family. 

Modernization of P-3 Orion Maritime 

Patrol Aircraft 

Defence Minister informed parliament that the 
Modernization of P-3 Orion Maritime Patrol Aircraft 
will be completed by 2024 while the total cost will be 
$499.843.145,00. The government-to-government 
agreement between the United States and Greece 
was announced in 2015, providing for the re-
activation of one Hellenic Navy P-3B Orion maritime 
patrol aircraft, which has been   delivered. This 
agreement also includes the modernization of four 
Hellenic Navy P-3B aircraft through the Mid-Life 
Upgrade (MLU) Program. 

MLU kits provide an extension of service life by 
15,000 flight hours. In addition, this contract 
provides for phased depot maintenance; a Greece 
indigenous mission integration and management 
system; new avionics; and other ancillary hardware 
and services. 

The P-3 Orion is the model in maritime patrol and 
reconnaissance aircraft, and is used for homeland 
security, anti-piracy operations, humanitarian relief, 
search and rescue, intelligence gathering, 
antisubmarine warfare and, recently, to assist in air 
traffic control and natural disaster relief support. 
The Hellenic Navy operated the P-3 fleet for 15 

years. Work on the Hellenic Navy P-3s is 
performed at HAI facilities in Greece, as 
well as at Lockheed Martin’s facilities in 
Marietta, Georgia, and Greenville, South 
Carolina. Lockheed Martin is the Original 
Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) of the P-3 
Orion. 

The P-3 MLU and Avionics Modernization 
Program provides state-of-the-art 
operational advantages to the Hellenic 
Navy to not only support present mission 
requirements, but future ones as well. The 
domestic defense industry in Greece is 
providing 30 percent of the overall program 
value, drawing considerable industrial, 
financial and technological benefits for the 
autonomous operation and support of the 

specific weapon system. 

HELLENIC AIR FORCE 

AS-332C1 Super Puma helicopters 

On 04 September 2014, 14 September 2015 and 03 
November 2016, the Hellenic Air Force awarded the 
Hellenic Aerospace Industry with the relevant 
contracts for implementing depot level maintenance 
of the AS-332C1 Super Puma helicopters, value of 
€ 2.55 million per helicopter.  

 Greek Defence Minister informed the Hellenic 
parliament that according to the current planning, 
the delivery of the first helicopter is expected to be 
done by November of this year, if the issue existing 
shortages of key materials will be overcome. For the 
remaining two (2) E / P no safe estimate can be 
made. 

Structural upgrade of C-130 transport 

aircraft 

Greek Defence Minister informed the Hellenic 
parliament on the progress of the structural upgrade 
program of the of C-130 transport aircraft which is 
currently implemented by the Hellenic Aerospace 
Industry. The first of the two aircraft have been 
already delivered while the second will be delivered 
by the end of this year.  

In addition, there is a signed intergovernmental 
agreement (FMS Case GR-D-GAR) regarding the 
provision of technical support for the C-130 
transport aircraft trough the International Engine 
Management Program (ΙΕΜΡ 2020-2023) as well 
as provision of spare parts trough FMS cases.  
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Maintenance of the C-27J transport 

aircraft  

Greek Defence Minister informed the Hellenic 
parliament on the progress of the maintenance 
issue of the C-27J transport aircraft to be 
implemented as follows  

• Follow On n Support (FOS) for the
provision of spare parts and technical
services.

• Depot level maintenance for the four (4) C-
27J transport aircraft trough NSPA

• Provision of critical C-27J transport aircraft
spare parts trough international tender

INTRACOM DEFENSE 

IAI selects IDE’s Hybrid Power Technology Export 
success of IDE to Israel  

INTRACOM DEFENSE (IDE) has signed a contract 
with Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) for the supply 
of a custom Hybrid Energy Supply System, based 
on the Hybrid Electric Power Systems (HEPS®) 
technology. 

IAI has selected IDE’s HEPS® technology to be 
incorporated into their Systems, due to its 
operational advantages related to power autonomy, 
efficiency and safety. With this initial 1.2 million 
euro contract, IDE will commence deliveries within 
2020. 

Dr. George Troullinos, the CEO of IDE, stated: “The 
decision of IAI to utilize our Hybrid Power 
technology into their Systems is rewarding once 
more our continuous R&D investment and activities 
in the defense sector.  

We envision this to be the beginning of a successful 
cooperation with IAI.  

This development as well as the recent selection of 
IDE’s proposals for the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 
and the Network-Centric Communications by the 
European Commission are highlights of the 
company’s excellence in incorporating engineering 
innovation and state-of-the-art technologies in 
defense applications. 

 We continue our long-standing effort exporting 
advanced systems, contributing also in this way to 
our country’s economy.” 

Extension of IDE’s cooperation with RAYTHEON 
Performance Award for IDE 
Intracom Defense (IDE) extends its cooperation 
with US based Raytheon Technologies in the 
manufacturing of subsystems for the PATRIOT air 
defense system, as well as the provision of spare 
parts & engineering services, with the signature of 
multiple new contracts.  
The new works assignment to IDE is worth of USD 
58.6 million, is scheduled to be completed within 
2022 and extends even further the long lasting and 
very successful cooperation of the two companies 
in the coproduction and support of PATRIOT 
systems worldwide. 
In the framework of this successful cooperation, IDE 
was honored with a performance award from 
Raytheon’s Integrated Defense Systems for its 
exceptional performance, quality and on-time 
deliveries. Raytheon’s Integrated Defense Systems 
business has instituted the annual Supplier 
Excellence Awards program, to recognize suppliers 
with outstanding service and partnership in 
exceeding customer requirements. Award 
candidates are judged on certain criteria, including 
overall quality and on-time delivery. IDE was one of 
the 34 companies recognized by Raytheon’s 
Integrated Defense Systems business for 3-Star 
honors. 

Additional supply of WiSPR for the German Army 

Intracom Defense (IDE) has signed a contract with 
Krauss Maffei Wegmann for the supply of WiSPR 
systems. This latest contract concerns an extension 
of supply for the use of the German Armed Forces. 

HELLENIC DEFENCE INDUSTRY 
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The contract also incorporates WiSPR modular 
training stations, to facilitate hands-on personnel 
training on vehicular system configurations. 
WiSPR Communication and Information System 
sustains its international market success due to its 
unrivalled performance in effective vehicular 
communications and its seamless integration with 
both legacy and IP-based systems and sensors, 
enhancing substantially the crew situational 
awareness. 

Hellenic Defence Systems 

Greek Defence Minister informed the Hellenic 
parliament that in January 2020, the Ministry of 
Defence of Egypt awarded the Hellenic Defence 
Systems with a contract, value of € 2, 863 million, 
regarding procurement of 3.750 105mm training 
cartridges. This is the first company’s export 
success after many years.  

Hellenic Vehicle Industry 

With only an offer submitted so far, the process for 
the acquisition of Hellenic Vehicle Industry (ELVO) 
assets is proceeding, aiming to be completed in 
early September. An international tender for the 
sale of state-owned Hellenic Vehicle Industry has 
been announced by the hired liquidator, Ernst & 
Young. Seven investors companies have shown 
interest in ELVO, which include, among others, The 
Italian Ferrovie dello Stato, the South Africa's 
Paramount Group, the Israeli companies Plasan 
and the SK Group, the German Krauss-Maffei 
Wegmann), the Indian Tata Group and the Polis 
Solaris.  

The sales process, which was postponed to July 13, 
acquired a new deadline, August 31st.A 
considerable bid was submitted by the consortium 
of two Israeli companies, Plasan and SK Group 
engaged in a wide range of activities, from the 
manufacture of armored vehicles up to weapons 
and shipyards. Two files were submitted according 
to the liquidator's procedure. The first with the 
supporting documents for the auction and the 
second with the financial offer and its tailored 
business plan. 

LEONARDO S.p.A 

On Tuesday 14 July, 2020, a meeting was held 
between the GDDIA General Director, Lieutenant 

General (rtd) Theodoros Lagios HAF and the Senior 
Vice President of Marketing and Sales of 
LEONARDO S.p.A Company Aircraft Division, 
mister Maurizio De Mitri and representative of 
Marketing and Sales of LEONARDO S.p.A 
Company, Aircraft Division, mister Umberto Rossi 
following their request. During the meeting issues of 
common interest were discussed. 

ARQUUS 

On22 July 2020, a meeting was conducted in 
GDDIA’s premises between the staff of 
GDDIA/OB&QAD, HAGS and the representatives 
of ARQUUS, after the company’s request. Issues of 
common interest were discussed at the meeting. 

NATO forces take part in exercise Sea 

Breeze in the Black Sea 

Standing NATO Maritime Group Two is taking part 
in the multinational exercise Sea Breeze, which 
began on Monday (20 July 2020) in the Black Sea. 
The annual exercise, now in its 20th iteration, is co-
hosted by the United States and Ukraine, and aims 
to strengthen maritime security in the Black Sea 
region. 

 This year, ships, aircraft and over 2,000 personnel 
from Bulgaria, Georgia, Norway, Romania, Spain, 
Turkey, Ukraine and the United States are 
participating. The exercise will test maritime 
interdiction operations, air defence, anti-submarine 
warfare, damage control, and search and rescue. It 
is also a demonstration of NATO’s commitment to 
work with partner navies. 

Greek Success in the European Defence 

Industrial Development Program (EDIDP) 

Greece achieved a great success in the Field of 
defence systems development: Four different 
European partnerships, coordinated by Greek 
defence industry companies, competed for and 
received funding in competitive European Defence 
development programs for innovative systems. It is 
the first time that defence capabilities development 
programs are being funded by the European 
Defence Industrial Development Program (EDIDP), 

ESDP 

ACTIVITIES OF FOREIGN 

INDUSTRIES IN GREECE RELATED 

TO THE HELLENIC ARMED FORCES 
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which aims at supporting the competitiveness and 
innovative capacity of the EU defence industry. 

Our country participated in the above procedure 
with four (4) programs, which were set up by 
consortia of companies, and which concern the 
development of a tactical UAV system, a software 
for detecting threats in cybersecurity, a support 
software for decision-making in maritime 
surveillance matters and the development of a 
tactical system with state-of-the-art technologies in 
telecommunications. Forty proposals from EU 
Member-States have been submitted and following 
an assessment by the European Committee, 16 
were approved, amongst which all Greek proposals. 
It should be noted that two proposals concern 
programs developed under the Permanent 
Structured Cooperation (PESCO). 

With a total EU-funded budget amounting to 27 
million euro, companies, universities, research 
institutes and Ministerial departments will work 
intensively over the next five years, in order to 
present contemporary, innovative systems, whose 
configurations received the best reviews by 
experienced European evaluators and were 
approved by representatives from EU Member-
States’ Ministries of Defence. Greece’s success is 
of critical importance. This is actually the first time 
that the Ministry of Defence coordinates and 
organizes companies and universities with a view to 
strengthening Greece’s Defence, given that all 
operational requirements have been specified by 
the Hellenic National Defence General Staff. 

It should be noted that the announcement of the 
Minister of National Defence, Mr. Nikolaos 
Panagiotopoulos, on a national UAV six months ago 
is taking shape. It will start being implemented, 
based on a Greek plan and EU support, which (the 

EU) will finance an important 
part of the former with regard to 
its planning. The Minister of 
National Defence congratulated 
all those who have worked 
diligently to lead our Country at 
the vanguard both from the 
Armed Forces and from the 
business, academic and 
research community and 
underlined that our country 
actively supports the further 
strengthening of the European 
Defence Industrial 
Development Program that 
exploits our country’s potential 
and strengthens National 
Defence. Given the current 
challenges and the unstable 
geopolitical landscape, the 

strengthening of EU’s strategic defence autonomy 
and the development of a stable joint industrial and 
technological basis is all the more urgent. 

Furthermore, he underlined that through this 
original funding secured, our Country promotes the 
implementation of the Domestic Defence and 
Industrial Strategy’s aims, the meeting of PESCO’s 
commitments, the development of Greek defence 
products and the meeting of national operational 
needs. 

Major General Bajram Begaj appointed as 

the new Chief of the General Staff of the 

Albanian Armed Forces 

Major General Assoc. Prof. Bajram Begaj took 
office as the new Chief of General Staff of the 
Albanian Armed Forces, after a military ceremony, 
where the Minister of Defense, Olta Xhaçka handed 
him over the national flag. Prior to the ceremony, 
Major General Begaj, with the hand on the 
Constitution sworn before the President of the 
Republic, Ilir Meta. Defense Minister Olta Xhaçka 
thanked the departing Chief of the General Staff of 
the Armed Forces, Brigadier General Bardhyl 
Kollçaku, who will continue to be part of the Armed 
Forces and give his contribution. 

Minister Xhaçka described Major General Bajram 
Begaj as one of the most qualified servicemen, and 
the more suitable for the challenges that not only 
the Armed Forces are going through, but also the 
society as a whole. 

ALBANIA 
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"Major General Bajram Begaj is undoubtedly one of 
the most prepared and valuable military men in the 
Armed Forces today. We all expect the new Chief 
of Staff to enhance the process of modernization 
and professionalism that has already gained 
positive momentum.  

The AAF is today a force that contributes with its 
contingents alongside the allies in difficult and 
dangerous missions, where our forces have 
received the highest praise.  

The AAF is today a force that is absorbing at an 
impressive pace not only equipments and weapons 
systems much more advanced than those we had 
available until a few years ago, but it is also 
investing more than ever in its human resources. 
Major General Begaj possesses very special 
qualifications that make him an excellent candidate 
for the time being.  

He is not only a career military man with an 
extremely vast experience that has stood out for his 
preparation, talent and ideas, but he is also a 
doctor. Actually, he is one of the best-known 
doctors in Albania.  

"Hence, he is a trained and qualified military man to 
understand not only the traditional security 
challenges, but also the extraordinary challenges 
arising from invisible enemies but that can be 
perhaps even more dangerous." - the Minister said. 

The new Chief of General Staff of the Armed 
Forces, Major General Assoc. Prof. Bajram Begaj 
served as Commander of the Doctrine and Training 
Command, during which he turned the Armed 
Forces Academy into an authentic institution of 
higher education and the only one in the field of 
security and defense.  

Major General Bajram Begaj was born in 1967 in 
Rrogozhina. He completed his studies at the 
Faculty of Medicine in the General Medicine branch 
in 1989 and was awarded the title of active officer in 
the specialty 'Medicine' in 1998. 

M60T TANK modernization completed 

© 2020 - ASELSAN A.Ş. 

Under the leadership of the Defense Industry 
Directorate, ASELSAN has modernized all M60T 
tanks in the TAF's inventory and upgraded them to 
the M60TM configuration. President of the 
Presidential Defense Industry. Dr. İsmail Demir 
came to ASELSAN facilities and examined the 
modernized tank.  

President of the Presidential Defense Industry. Dr. 
İsmail Demir examined the new technologies and 
capabilities introduced into the M60T tanks that 
were modernized as part of the Fırat Project. During 
his visit to ASELSAN, President Demir, Chairman 
and General Manager of ASELSAN Professor. Dr. 
He received detailed information about the project 
from Haluk Görgün and the authorities. Demir 
examined on-site new technologies and capabilities 
integrated into an M60T tank that was modernized 
as part of the Fırat Project.  

Demir said, “This tank has become a tank that few 
countries in the world can achieve. This also means 
that we have implemented a number of systems 
that we use and will use in the Altay tank. This 
means that this tank is included in the class of the 
most capable tanks in the world with the capabilities 
it gains.” 

Demir continued his words as follows: “While the 
mass production of our Altai tank is continuing, 
these tanks will be modernized and entered the 
most capable tanks class in the world. We would 
like to thank all employees who contributed in this 
regard. And we hope that they will launch much 
better products and give them to the inventory of our 
army. 

The Fırat Project was launched in May 2017 by the 
Presidency Defense Industry Directorate in order to 

TURKEY 

 GREEK DEFENCE NEWS   July - August 2020 



provide additional capabilities to the main combat 
tanks in the inventory of the Turkish Armed Forces. 
As part of the project, the modernization of the 
M60T tank was carried out by ASELSAN. All M60T 
tanks in the inventory have been upgraded to the 
M60TM configuration. These tank integration 
activities were carried out in our border regions with 
the efforts of SSB, Land Forces Command and 
ASELSAN personnel. 

While the Project Olive Branch and Euphrates 
Shield Operations were ongoing, it was immediately 
implemented and our modernized tanks were made 
available to our army. Within the scope of M60T 
modernization, one of the most modern tanks in the 
world was obtained. The tanks' close-to-medium 
range shooting capability, close-to-long distance 
survivability and defense capabilities, as well as the 
ability to maintain the tank and personnel have been 
upgraded. 

ATMACA 

“flew a long distance this time. It successfully hit a 
target over 200 kilometers away and is ready to 
enter the Turkish military’s weapons inventory,” 
Demir said with a tweet. 

Sungur air defense system 

The pedestal-mounted air defense system Sungur, 
locally developed and produced by Turkey’s leading 
defense firm Roketsan, is ready to enter into the 
security forces ‘inventory after successful shot 
tests, Defense Industries Presidency (SSB) head 
4eIsmail Demir recently announced with a tweet. 

US Air Force to officially buy Turkish 

F-35

The United States Air Force will acquire eight F-35 
fifth-generation stealth fighter jets that were initially 
intended for Turkey prior to its removal from the joint 
strike fighter program last year under a contract 
announced by the Pentagon. 

F-16 Block 70 for the Bulgarian Air Force

The Lockheed Martin F-16 Block 70 features the 
most advanced 4th generation fighter aircraft 
capabilities in NATO’s inventory today. The Block 
70 is ideally suited for Bulgaria’s national defence 

and will ensure the Bulgarian Air Force operates the 
most advanced 4th generation fighter available 
today. 

The F-16 Block 70 features technologies developed 
for the 5th Generation F-35 Lightning II and F-22 
Raptor  fighters yet provides a proven, capable, low-
risk and cost effective solution for Bulgaria’s 
national and NATO defense needs. 

Bulgaria’s economy and industry will benefit from 
this new long-term relationship with Lockheed 
Martin. As a global technology leader, Lockheed 
Martin solves complex challenges, advances 
scientific discovery and delivers innovative 
solutions to help its customers keep people safe. 

The comprehensive F-16 Block 70 package for 
Bulgaria includes training for pilots and ground 
crew, logistics, support equipment and weapons for 
all operational needs, meaning there are absolutely 
no hidden costs. 

This means Bulgaria will not need to acquire any 
items such as weaponry under separate contracts 
with third parties or to seek permissions or licenses 
from governments for weapons integration and use, 
all of which incurs additional cost and uncertainty 

The F-16 is the benchmark NATO fighter in Europe. 
With more than 700 F-16s flying in Europe today, 
Bulgaria will benefit from having a truly 
interoperable single engine fighter enabling it to fully 
participate in coalition activities such as 
peacekeeping operations. Greece also recently 
confirmed it will upgrade 84 of its earlier-generation 
F-16s to the advanced “F-16V” configuration, which
is similar to the new-build Block 70 selected by
Bulgaria.F-16V technologies have been tested,
proven and are currently flying on upgraded F-16s
in Southeast Asia.

As Bulgaria moves forward in their F-16 Block 70 
acquisition process, they can do so assured they 
are acquiring a proven, state of the art fighter 
aircraft system that will deliver decades of NATO 
interoperability in a configuration shared by 
hundreds of aircraft flown by many NATO air forces. 

Lockheed Martin’s new F-16 manufacturing facility 
in Greenville, South Carolina, will soon begin F-16 
Block 70 production for Bahrain, Slovakia, and it is 
the location slated for deliveries to Bulgaria. 

The F-16 will ensure Bulgarian national security and 
provide long-term capability development for the 
Bulgarian Air Force. The F-16 Block 70 features 
technologies developed for the 5th Generation F-35 
Lightning II and F-22 Raptor fighters yet provides a 
proven, capable, low-risk and cost effective solution 
for Bulgaria’s national and NATO defense needs. 

BULGARIA 
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While the F-16 name stays the same, the latest-
generation Block 70 is a totally different jet – part of 
a total solution package that will provide Bulgaria 
with one of the most advanced and capable fighter 
aircraft in service with NATO in Europe. Equipped 
with a modern suite of weapons, included in our 
pricing, it will provide much more than a basic air 
policing capability. 

The F-16 Block 70 combines capability upgrades, 
most notably the advanced Active Electronically 
Scanned Array (AESA) radar with a new avionics 
architecture, and structural upgrades to extend the 
structural life of the aircraft by more than 50 percent 
beyond that of previous production F-16 aircraft. 
Operational capabilities are enhanced through an 
advanced datalink, targeting pod and weapons; 
precision GPS navigation, and the life-saving 
Automatic Ground Collision Avoidance System 
(Auto GCAS). 

In addition to providing a highly advanced and 
capable fighter aircraft, Lockheed Martin is 
redoubling its commitment to delivering economic 
and industrial benefits to Bulgaria. Lockheed Martin 
has customers in more than 50 countries worldwide 
and understands the importance of partnership and 
will work with the U.S. and Bulgarian governments 
to identify cost savings for the F-16 Block 70 as the 
acquisition process continues. 

Headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, Lockheed 
Martin is a global security and aerospace company 
that employs approximately 100,000 people 
worldwide and is principally engaged in the 
research, design, development, manufacture, 
integration and sustainment of advanced 
technology systems, products and services. 

Serbian purchase of missile defence 

system shows ties deepening  

Serbia has bought a new generation of medium-
range, radar-guided surface-to-air missiles from 
China in a new sign of deepening cooperation 
between Beijing and Belgrade.  

The purchase of the FK-3 missile defence system 
was included in state-run arms company 
Jugoimport SDPR’s annual report, submitted to the 
state Business Registers Agency last week and 
seen by Reuters. Jugoimport SDPR said it made 
163 import deals with 31 countries for $620.3 million 
in 2019. The weapons purchases included armed 
drones from China and Europe’s first known 
purchase of the FK-3. 

“The biggest part of imports is related to the 
modernisation of MIG-29 planes, the procurement 
of drone systems AND air-defence system FK-3,” it 
said. Beijing sees Serbia as part of its One Belt, 
One Road initiative, which is aimed at opening new 
foreign trade links for Chinese companies. 

In 2018, the Jugoimport SDPR made 162 import 
deals with 32 countries, worth $482.7 million, 
including purchases of Russian-made helicopter 
gunships and transport helicopters. 

China has invested billions of euros in the Balkan 
country, mainly in soft loans, infrastructure and 
energy projects.  (Reuters) 

SERBIA 
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PM Mitsotakis on 
Turkish illegality in 
East Med:      
No challenge will 
remain unanswered 

Turkey's reaction to the legal agreement between 
Greece and Egypt on establishing an exclusive 
economic zone shows that the neighboring country 
"cannot come to terms with the European principles 
of the 21st century and remains stuck in the logic of 
using force and threats," Prime Minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis said in a televised public message on 
Wednesday,13 August 2020,  on the escalation of 
tension in the East Mediterranean. 

"Greece is not a country to threaten others or to 
accept being blackmailed," but remains vigilant, 
deploys its armed forces, and resorts to diplomacy 
to resolve issues, he noted. It will not initiate tension, 
but will respond to any challenge. 

Under a principled policy, Greece negotiated and 
signed the agreements delineating its maritime 
zones with Italy and Egypt, he said, "agreements 
that show that when there is goodwill and a sense 
of trust, long-standing difference can be finally 
resolved." These kinds of agreements guarantee 
progress and prosperity of peoples, "always within 
the framework of International Law." 

It is under this framework that Greece is willing to 
confidently discuss issues with all its neighbors,  

without fear of a difficult negotiation, "because we 
believe in the righteousness of our positions. But 
talks under a climate of challenges and tension are 
obviously without purpose," the premier said. 

Turkey's professed interest in talks is just an 
excuse, while it uses a legal agreement of one 
country with another - such as between Greece and 
Egypt - to withdraw from exploratory talks before 
they even begin.  

This, he said, is true "especially when Turkey signed 
with the Tripoli government in Libya a groundless 

and illegal memorandum, and 
when it uses repeated 
challenges to test the patience 
of Greece and Europe." 

Mitsotakis said that Greece 
would retain its cool-
headedness but along with its 
political and operational 
readiness has also mobilized 
diplomacy. "We brief friendly 
countries and public opinion, 
and we mobilize allies and 
partners," he underlined. 

The immediate acceptance of a 
Greek request for an 
extraordinary meeting of the EU 
Foreign Affairs Council on 

Turkish behavior in the East Mediterranean 
"confirms that the issue is not just about Greek-
Turkish relations, but about European relations with 
Turkey," he said. 

He concluded by saying that Greece is a member of 
the EU family and a source of stability in the region 
which conforms to International Law and good 
neighborliness rules.  

"We seek bridges of peace, good faith and 
cooperation with all," the Greek premier noted, and 
expressed the hope that Turkey would come to the 
table for talks with goodwill on the one difference 
between the two countries, that of delineating the 
maritime zones in the Aegean and the East 
Mediterranean. 

PM Mitsotakis spoke with French President 
Emmanuel Macron on Wednesday, to discuss 
developments in the East Mediterranean and 
Turkish aggression, as part of diplomatic efforts 
over the issue. Later the PM also spoke with 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi. 

Sourse: https://www.amna.gr/ 
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Greek-Turkish dispute 
over exploration of energy 
reserves in eastern 
Mediterranean escalates 
Greece has placed its military forces on high alert 
as tensions with Turkey over exploration of 
potentially lucrative offshore energy reserves 
escalate in the eastern Mediterranean. The Turkish-
Greek tensions escalated after Turkey's Oruc Reis 
research vessel, escorted by warships, began 
exploration drilling in Greek-claimed waters in the 
Mediterranean on 10 August 2020. 

Greek Media reported that Greek naval frigate 
Limnos and Turkish frigate Kemalreis (F-247) 
"touched" each other in the eastern Mediterranean 
Sea. The incident happened in close proximity to 
Oruc Reis. The area is heavily patrolled by both 
Turkish and Greek Navy vessels. 

Greece stepped up calls for Turkey to stop the 
“illegal” activities, intensifying a diplomatic offensive 
that has prompted the US, EU, France and Israel to 
express growing anxiety over the situation.  

The EU ministers discussed the situation in the 
Eastern Mediterranean, following a grave 
deterioration of the security situation in recent days. 
They reaffirmed the EU’s full solidarity with Greece 
and Cyprus and reiterated that sovereign rights of 
EU member states must be respected. Immediate 
de-escalation by Turkey was considered crucial.EU 
Ministers recalled the outcome of the Foreign Affairs 
Council of 13 July. They reiterated strong support 
for the High Representative's efforts to re-establish 
dialogue and facilitate re-engagement with Turkey. 
At the same time, the High Representative is to 
prepare options on further appropriate measures in 
case tensions do not abate.  A broader discussion 
about relations with Turkey will be held later in 
August, at the Gymnich. 

US Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo met with 
Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias in Vienna,  
Austria.  Secretary Pompeo and Foreign Minister 
Dendias discussed the strong U.S.-Greece bilateral 
relationship and the urgent need to reduce tensions 
in the Eastern Mediterranean.  

French President Emmanuel Macron has 
announced that France will reinforce its military 
presence in the eastern Mediterranean in 
conjunction with other European states, including 
Greece. The military boost will include the French 
frigate "Lafayette" and two Rafale fighter jets. 

Greek PM Mitsotakis on Turkish illegality in East 
Med stated that no challenge will remain 
unanswered.  

Last month, in an incident Greece and Turkey, 
almost came to blows after Turkey announced it 
was dispatching the Oruç Reis to the same disputed 
area south of the Aegean isle of Kastellorizo for 10 
days of oil and gas exploration. Resolution came 
when the German chancellor, Angela Merkel, 
intervened, appealing to the Turkish president, 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, in a telephone call to halt 
the operation. Turkey pulled back, ordering the 
drillship to remain in port and agreed holds talks with 
Athens to finally settle the issue of maritime 
delimitations between Greek islands and mainland 
Turkey.  

On 19 August 2020, National Security Advisor, Vice 
Admiral (rtd) Alexandros Diakopoulos HN, resigned 
over his recent comments during a TV interview and 
after suggesting that the MTA Oruc Reis had carried 
out research on Greece's continental shelf, marking 
the region. Diakopoulos said his comments — which 
he had later retracted — “caused confusion and 
created a problem” for PM Mitsotakis and his 
government, “which was not my intention.“ 
Diakopoulos embarrassed the Greek government 
by supporting that the Turkish ship had been able to 
conduct research — contradicting the official 
narrative that Greek naval ships deployed to the 
area had prevented any real work from being carried 
out over the country's continental shelf. He later 
retracted the statement, saying his words were 
misunderstood and that he meant that the ship had 
"tried" to carry out seismic surveys in Greek waters, 
but was stopped. Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis 
accepted his resignation 

Greece and Turkey have lengthy outstanding 
disputes over the dividing waters of the Aegean and 
Eastern Mediterranean, including the Republic 
Cyprus, After the Turkish invasion of Cyprus in July 
1974 and the subsequent Turkish occupation of the 
northern portion of Cyprus, which continues to this 
day, decisively impacting relations between the two 
countries and increasing tensions. Starting at that 
time, Turkey began to weave a canvass of ever-
increasing disputes and claims that even brought 
the two countries to the brink of armed conflict (crisis 
of March 1987 and Imia crisis of December 1996).  

Greece is pursuing the resolution of the only 
outstanding difference between Greece and Turkey, 
namely the delimitation of the continental shelf, in 
accordance with regulations of international law and 
specifically the law of the sea.  

Greece has formed a regional energy alliance to 
coordinate efforts to search and develop 
hydrocarbons in the East Mediterranean. Among 
the members include Israel, Egypt, and Cyprus, all 
countries Turkey has strained relations with. 
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The Hellenic Army in 

2020 
The Hellenic Army formed in 1828, is the land 
force of Greece. Along with the Hellenic Air Force 
(HAF) and the Hellenic Navy (HN), it makes up the 
Hellenic Armed Forces. It is currently the largest 
branch of the three. The army is headed by the 
chief of the Hellenic Army General Staff (HAGS), 
which in turn is under the command of Hellenic 
National Defence General Staff (HNDGS). 

The main missions of the Hellenic Army are the 
defence of the state’s independence and integrity, 
the safeguarding of national territory, and the 
decisive contribution to the achievement of the 
country’s policy objectives. 

During peacetime, the Army has the following main 
objectives: 

• The maintenance of high operational
readiness for the prevention and effective
confrontation of dangers and threats, as
well as the ensuring of rapid response
capability.

• The contribution to international security
and peace.

• The contribution to activities of social aid
and the support of state services for the

• confrontation of emergency situations.

There are three classes of personnel in the 
Hellenic Army, namely professional, volunteer and 
conscript. There are currently 90,000 personnel on 
active duty, of which 30,000 are conscripted. As of 
2012, the Hellenic Republic has mandatory military 
service (conscription) of 9 months for all males 
between the ages of 18 and 45. Citizens 
discharged from active service are normally placed 
in the Reserve and are subject to periodic recall of 
1–10 days at irregular intervals. Greek males 
between the age of 18 and 60 who live in 
strategically sensitive areas may also be required 
to serve part-time in the National Guard. During a 
mobilization the number of conscripts may exceed 
180,000. 

Conscript enlisted men and non-commissioned 
officers wear special rank insignia to differentiate 
them from volunteers. 

Most professional officers graduate from the 
Evelpidon Military Academy in Athens and the 
Corps Officers Military Academy in Thessaloniki 
(Στρατιωτική Σχολή Αξιωματικών Σωμάτων), while 
the rest graduate from various Military Schools 
according to their specialization. 

The heavy equipment and weaponry of the 
Hellenic Army is mostly of foreign manufacture, 
from German, French, American, British and 
Russian suppliers. A notable exception is the 
indigenous Leonidas armoured personnel carrier 
which was built by the Hellenic Vehicles 
Manufacturer Industry ELVO, such as the ELVO 
Kentaurus fighting vehicle. 

Chief of the Hellenic Army General Staff Lieutenant General 
Charalampos Lalousis visited the Area of Responsibility of 
the 79 Higher National Guard Battalions Command 
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• Chief HAGS, Lieutenant
General Charalampos Lalousis

• Hellenic Army Inspector
General – Doctrine and Training
Commander, Lieutenant
General Konstantinos A.
Koutras

• Commanding General,
Hellenic First Army, Lieutenant
General Vassileios
Papadopoulos

• Commanding General, D
Army Corps, Lieutenant
General Aggelos Ilaridis

• Chief of Staff of the HAGS,
Lieutenant General Nikolaos
Flaris

• Commanding General, C
Army Corps/NRDC-GR,
Lieutenant General Dimitrios
Koukkos

• Depyty Chief of Staff of the
HAGS, Lieutenant General
Evangelos Lykos

• Commanding General, Higher
Army Support Military
Command, Lieutenant General
Leonidas Kakavas

• Commanding General, Higher
Military Command of Interior
and Islands, Lieutenant
General Petros Demestichas

   Higher Military Council 
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Hellenic Army Structure 

The Hellenic Army is organized in Independent 
Modules, Units, Units and formations. 

The Independent Modules, Units, the Units and 
formations are Military Authorities with 
administrative autonomy, official seal and have 
their own mail protocol. 

Army Corps A 

8 Infantry Division (Florian) 

3 x Infantry Brigades 

1 x Armoured Brigade 

Army Corps B 

1 Army Division (Veroia) 

1 x Airmobile Brigade 

1 x Marine Brigade 

1 x Airborne Brigade 

2 Mechanised Division (Edessa) 

2 x Mechanised Brigades 

1 x Army Aviation Brigade 

Army Corps C/NDC - GR HQ 

12 Mechanised Division (Alexandroupoli) 

2 x Mechanised Brigades 

26 Mechanised Division (Didimoteiho) 

2 x Mechanised Brigades 

20 Armoured Division (Kavala) 

3 x Armoured Brigades 

1 x Mechanised Brigade 

NATO Deployable Corps (NDC) - GR HQ 

Following the NATO Military Committee (MC) and 
the Nice EU Summit decisions in December 2000, 
the Hellenic Army General Staff decided to offer 
the ‘C' Corps HQ as a candidate HQ to both the 
European Union and NATO: 

a. To the European Union as Operational HQ for
planning and directing autonomous, joint and
combined EU-led operations.

b. To NATO, as Deployable Land Headquarters for
Forces at Lower Readiness -FLR (L) HQ, named
NATO Deployable Corps (NDC) - GR HQ.

The headquarters is in Thessaloniki and the 
formation will be able to operate throughout the 
entire mission spectrum, ranging from peace 
support operations up to high intensity combat 
operations in any environment.  

(NDC) - GR HQ includes contingents from 
Bulgaria, France, Germany, Italy, Poland, 
Romania, Spain and Turkey. 

Islands and Interior Command 

• 5 Infantry Division (Crete)
• 79 National Guard Command (Samos)
• 80 National Guard Command (Kos)
• 88 Military Command (Myrimma)
• 95 National Guard Command (Rhodes)
• 96 National Guard Command (Chios)
• 98 National Guard Command (Lesbos)

Future plans: The Greek Army continues to be 
involved in an extensive reorganization program. 
By 2015 a new brigade structure should be in 
place (The Strike Brigade) which will consist of six 
core battalions (4 x manoeuvre, 1 x artillery, 1 x 
combat support and various company sized 
elements such as engineers, communications and 
recce. 
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Hellenic Army 

modernization 

programs  
Greece has spent decades buying vast amounts of 
military equipment to defend itself against Turkey, 
but the economic crisis means sharp cutbacks are 
inevitable. Since the start of the crisis in 2009, 
Greece has reduced defense expenditures by 54 
percent. 

Over the last three decades, the Hellenic Army has 
acquired 170 German Leopard 2A6 HEL tanks.  It 
also received approximately 500 older second-
hand Leopard 1 tanks of various configurations, 
sometimes as offsets associated with other deals. 
At the same time, the army has expanded its 
artillery and anti-air capabilities such as the  
purchase of ASRAD mobile surface-to-air (SAM) 
missile systems and the   purchase of PzH-2000 
self-propelled howitzers. 

A total of 70-Armed Reconnaissance helicopters 
were bought from the US Army’s reserves at the 
insignificant cost $44,15, which can prove crucial 
for the rapid reaction and first attack against hostile 
force that will threaten the Aegean Sea islands. Six 
of them came ready to fly. Along with the 70 OH-
58Ds came the last so far of the 10 CH-47SD 
Chinook helicopters that the Hellenic Army bought 
from the US Army.  

As a first step, 36 helicopters were capable of 
taking up every mission as they came complete in 
terms of communications, carrying three different 
types of secure radio stations. This 
does not mean that the remaining 
24 carrying only two types of 
secure radio stations cannot carry 
out a combat mission. It’s just that 
their crew will operate with some 
minimal restrictions. The remaining 
10 airframes are to be used for 
spares 

Boeing has been given the go 
ahead to sell 10 CH-47 Chinook 
heavy lift helicopters to Greece, the 
US Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency (DSCA) announced on 11 
December 2014. 

Greece requested and the US State Department 
approved the sale of up to 10 D-model Chinooks 
and supporting equipment for a total cost of $150 
million. Rather than a foreign military sale by 
Boeing to Greece, the deal has no principal 
contractor. The aircraft will come from US Army 
stock, DSCA said. 

Greece already operates a fleet of 15 CH-47Ds, 
meaning it “will have no difficulty absorbing these 
helicopters into its armed forces”, the 
announcement says. The deal will require 
assignment of US government or Boeing personnel 
to Greece at some point. The D-model Chinook 
has been supplanted in the US Army by the CH-
47F, which sports an upgraded Honeywell T55-
714A engine, a Rockwell Collins common avionics 
architecture system (CAAS) cockpit and BAE 
Systems' digital advanced flight control system.  

On 7 February 2017, The General Directorate for 
Defense Investments and Armaments (GDDIA) 
awarded a contract to the Russian state-owned 
company ROSOBORONEXPORT regarding the 
follow-on support (FOS) of the Hellenic Army’s air 
defence weapon systems OSA- AKM and TOR-
M1. The program has been approved by the 
Supreme Council on Foreign Affairs and Defence 
(KYSEA) on 11 November 2013. Estimated budget 
is 16.600.000 €.  

Snipper's Rifle 

On 5 February 2002, the General Directorate for 
Defence Armaments and Investments announced 
an international tender (03/20) for the procurement 
of 119 Snipper's Rifles and 473.025cartridges. 
Estimated budget is in the area of 6.124.360,00 €.  
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On July 23, 2020 within GDDIA premises took 
place the opening of the documentation concerning 
the quality certification for the tender. During the 
opening process were present four authorized 
representatives for the companies: 

a. “ISRAEL WEAPON INDUSTRIES”

b. “STEEL CORE DESIGNS”

c. “BARRETT FIREARMS MFG”

d. “SAKO”

Upgrade of CH-47D Chinook helicopters 

The Hellenic Parliament Defence Committee 
approved the acquisition of turbo shaft engines   
Lycoming T55-GA-714A) for the Hellenic Army’s 
Aviation CH-47D Chinook heavy transport 
helicopters. Estimated budget is in the area of 32 
million to be funded from the FMS program 
(Foreign Military Sales). 

Free Fall Parachutes 

On the 27th of May 2020, the Framework 
Agreement No. 001A/20, regarding the program 
«Supply of Free Fall Parachutes of Infiltrating of 
New Technology» was signed between the GDDIA 
and the «CIMSA INGENIERIA DE SISTEMAS 
S.A.» company. CIMSA lngeniería de Sistemas is 
a Spanish parachute company with activities in 
design and manufacturing of all kinds of 
parachutes and aerodynamic stabilizers. Estimated 
procurement budget is in the area of 2.280.000 €. 

RM-70 upgrade 

The Hellenic Army has under consideration the 
upgrade of the 116 RM-70 currently in service. 
The RM-70 Modular multiple launch rocket system 
is upgrade of the Czechoslovakian RM-70. This 
upgrade was jointly developed by Diehel BGT 
Defence of Germany and Slovakia. Slovakia 
ordered upgrade of 26 vehicles to the RM-70 
Modular standard. First deliveries were made in 
2005. This upgrade option has been also offered 
fby   other RM-70 operators. 

The RM-70 Modular uses interchangeable 
rocketpods and is capable of firing either 28 122 
mm Grad rockets, or 6 227 mm M270 MLRS 
rockets. It makes vehicle compatible with NATO 
munitions. The 122 mm rockets are less capable 
and are mainly used for training. Still though 
Slovakia has a number of these rockets in storage. 

A standard 227 mm rocket is 3.96 m long and 
weights 307 kg. Its warhead weights 120 kg. 
Maximum range of fire is 40 km. The RM-70 
Modular can fire full range of M270 rockets, 
including HE-FRAG and cluster. It can also 
firenewly developed extended range guided 
munitions with a range of 60-100 km and MGM-
140 ATACMS tactical missiles. Though it is 
unknown if Slovakia obtained these extended 
range rockets and tactical missiles. 
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HELLENC ARMY MAJOR 

EQUIPMENT 

Main Battle Tanks 
900 x Leopard (including some 180 x 
2A4; 170 2A6 HEL and about 500 
1A5/GR) 

400 x M-48 (majority in store) 

Reconnaissance (Recce) About 200 x VBL  (Wheeled) 

Armoured Infantry Fighting Vehicle (AIFV) 370 x BMP-1 (tracked – majority 
probably in store) 

Armoured Personnel Carrier (APC) 400 x Leonidas Mk1/Mk2 (Tracked) 

1,500 M-113 types (Tracked) 

200 x M-577 (tracked ACV) 

Self Propelled Artillery (SP Arty) 300 x 155 mm M-109 (various types – 
our estimate) 

36 x PzH 2000 

110 x M-110A2 (some in store) 

Towed Artillery 200 x 105 mm M-101 (majority 
probably in store) 

12 x Mod-56 Pack How 

120 x 155 mm M-114 (majority 
probably in store) 

Multiple Rocket Launchers (MRL) 115 x 122 mm RM-70 Dana 

36 x 227 mm MLRS 

Mortars (Mor) 2,000 x 81 mm (estimate) 

400 x 120 mm (estimate) 

250 x 107 mm M-30 SP on M-106 (M-
113 type) 

Anti-Tank (Atk) 300 x Milan 1/2 ATGW (some SP) 

200 x AT-4 ATGW (some SP) 

196 x AT-14 (ATGW) 

About 350 x TOW ATGW (some 320 
SP on M-901) 

About 2,000 x 84 mm Carl Gustav 

About 1,300 x 106 mm M-40 

Low Level Air Defence (LLAD) 31 x SA-15 SAM 
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38 x SA-8B SAM 

42 x I-HAWK 

About 1,000 x Stinger SAM 

About 500 x ZSU-23-2 AAA 

About 250 x 20 mm RH-202 AAA 

Helicopters 19  x AH-64A Apache (Attack - to be 
upgraded to D standard) 

9  x AH-64D (Attack) 

25 x CH-47D Chinook ( Heavy 
Transport) 

14 NH90 

90 x UH-1H Iroquois (Utility) 

30 x AB-205A (Utility) 

12 x AB-206 (Utility) 

70 OH-58D- 36 helicopters will be in 
full operational condition 

Fixed Wing 38 x U-17A Skywagon (liaison) 

3 x C-12 Huron 

Unmanned Air Vehicles (UAV) 12 x Sperwer 
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Leonardo’s M-346 
Fighter Attack embarks 
on maiden flight 
equipped with Grifo 
radar  

• On the 13th July, the M-346 Fighter
Attack successfully completed its
maiden flight, equipped with an
optimised variant of Leonardo’s Grifo
radar

• Already ordered by an international
customer, the M-346FA is a highly cost-
effective solution for a wide range of
operational roles

• The first M-346FA will be delivered in
2021

On the 13th July, the operational version of the M-
346 Fighter Attack, equipped with an optimised 
variant of Leonardo’s Grifo radar, successfully 
completed its maiden flight. The M-346FA is the 
new light attack variant from the Company’s M-346 
Light Fighter Family of Aircraft (LFFA). It offers 
multirole capabilities with a single platform, cost-
effectively delivering both training and combat roles. 

Lucio Valerio Cioffi, Managing Director of Leonardo 
Aircraft, said: “I am extremely pleased with the work 
we have done to achieve this important milestone 
and the pace at which we have reached it. With this 
latest achievement, the most advanced training 
aircraft available on the market will soon be joined 
by the more versatile M-346 Fighter Attack. The M-

346FA offers all of the advanced training capabilities 
of the core M-346 while also integrating latest 
generation sensors and equipment, allowing it to 
operate as an effective light attack aircraft. We will 
now continue development as we prepare to deliver 
the first aircraft to its international launch customer 
in 2021.”  

The aircraft’s primary sensor is Leonardo’s 
mechanically-scanning, multi-mode Grifo-M-346 
radar, a specially-optimized variant developed by 
Leonardo for the M-346FA. The Grifo-M-346 is a 
reliable, high performance solution delivering great 
accuracy. The M-346FA is also protected by a 
complete Defensive Aids Sub-System (DASS), 
while its high-end, network-centric communications 
suite which incorporates a Secure Communications 
system and Tactical Data Link ensures 
interoperability. The platform can also employ LINK-
16 in order to interoperate with NATO forces.  

The M-346FA can employ an extensive range of air-
to-air and air-to-ground weaponry (including IR 
guided, radar and/or laser/GPS) and can be fitted 
with a gun pod, reconnaissance sensors and target 
designation pods and electronic warfare, all 
integrated with a Helmet Mounted Display (HMD) 
system for both pilots.  

In the training domain, the M-346FA 
benefits from all the advanced features of 
the M-346 trainer, including the ability to 
integrate into live-virtual-constructive 
(LVC) environments. This involves 
linking the real training aircraft in the sky 
with simulators on the ground and 
incorporating virtual friendly and 
opposing forces, allowing trainee pilots to 
challenge a wide range of tactical 
scenarios.  
The trainer version of the M-346 is 
currently in service with the air forces of 
Italy, Singapore, Israel and Poland. 
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IFTS - 
International 
Flight Training 
School 
Training 
excellence for 
fighter pilots 
The Italian Air Force’s world-renowned excellence 
for flight training and Leonardo’s leadership in 
integrated training solutions, come together to 
create in Italy the brand-new International Flight 
Training School (IFTS). The School is set to become 
an international benchmark for pilot training, starting 
with Phase IV (Advanced/Lead-In Fighter Training). 

Italian Air Force expertise 

Thanks to the large experience acquired over 
decades of training national and international 
combat pilots, IFTS is characterized by international 
instructor pilots selected by ItAF (former military 
pilots qualified by ItAF), with a “Train As You Fight” 
imprinting to the training programme. In particular, 
the stringent pilot qualification process allows 
achieving the highest levels of training required for 
use on 4th-5th gen fighter aircraft. 

Integrated training solutions by Leonardo 

Leonardo contributes to the new IFTS with the 
M-346 advanced trainer aircraft with on-board
Embedded Tactical Training System (ETTS) and in
service with some of the most demanding Air
Forces, including Israel, Singapore, Poland and
Italy. The company also brings a Ground Based
Training System (GBTS) with full state-of-the-art
training devices, including Full Mission Simulators
and forefront fully operational LVC – Live, Virtual,
Constructive – environment for maximum cost-
effectiveness.

Preparing next generation pilots 

The IFTS offers customised teaching modules, 
according to the syllabus of the incoming Air Force, 
including its basic training, to best suit the student 
pilot‘s desired exit level, further increasing the 
download of expensive flight hours from Operation 
Conversion Unit (OCU), saving time and valuable 
resources. 

IFTS added values 

Within highly modern dedicated infrastructures to 
guarantee students top-level facilities in an 
international setting, the IFTS provides large and 
diversified training airspaces ideal for every fighter-
training scenario and different environmental 
conditions, together with recognized international 
standard models. 
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Light the load with 
Pelican-Hardigg™ 
Light Lift™ Series 
Rotationally 
Moulded Cases  

Same Protection with 30% less 
Weight  

To ease the burden of logistics professionals 
everywhere, Pelican Products, the global leader in 
the design and manufacture of high-performance 
protective cases, has introduced the Pelican-
Hardigg™ Light Lift™ Series rotationally moulded 
cases.  

• The advanced material used to build Pelican-
Hardigg Light Lift series cases makes them up
to 30% lighter than traditional rotationally
moulded cases, which means considerable
logistics savings with less manpower and
resources required. This brings a substantial
benefit for the Health and Safety of professionals
working in the field.

• The new Light Lift case family is geared toward
two or four man carry applications with a
maximum 136 kgs. gross payload (total of case
and content weight).

• Pelican-Hardigg Light Lift Series cases still offer
the same protection and pass the same rigorous
MIL-SPEC testing as traditional Pelican-Hardigg
rotationally moulded cases.

• This line includes 28 of the most popular Pelican-
Hardigg single-lid case sizes with additional 122
more sizes scheduled to be introduced
throughout 2020.

• All Pelican-Hardigg Light Lift Series cases are
fully configurable with an initial offering of seven
of the most popular colours.
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• The cases feature popular catch & strike
hardware to tightly secure the lid and recessed
handles to prevent shearing or snagging from
outside forces. Additional available configurable
hardware options include plastic or metal
handles, airtight construction using PRV valves,
edge casters, locking hardware and humidity
indicators.

For over 40 years, Pelican-Hardigg products have 
provided a high level of cushioning and protection. 
Solutions include everything from layered foam 
cushions to extremely complex metal work, to g-
force-rated shock mount systems and fabricated 
frame systems. These systems are designed to not 
only protect the equipment in all types of transport 
situations but to assure that it operates as designed 
when failure is not an option in the field.  

“As with all great products, Pelican-Hardigg cases 
are continually evolving to meet the needs of our 
customers in a meaningful way,” said Pavel 
Levshin, Product Marketing Manager EMEA. “The 
Pelican-Hardigg Light Lift Series is a revolutionary 
step forward in materials, science and design that 
will ease the ever-present logistics burden by being 
easier to carry and less expensive to ship.”  

Rotationally moulded cases are created by loading 
structural grade plastic resin into a series of moulds 
which are heated and slowly rotated on both a 
vertical and horizontal axis. The result is a  

seamless base and lid (with more material in the 
corners and edges) that offers superior impact 
protection.  

Pelican’s regional Advanced Case Centers are 
located in Ashford (UK) and California, 
Massachusetts and Virginia (US) and offer a full 
slate of protective solutions. 

For more information about Light Lift Series cases, 
go to www.peli.com/lightlift or 
https://www.pelican.com/us/en/professional/single-
lid-cases/light-lift-cases/ 
To learn more on Pelican-Hardigg’s capabilities 
visit www.peli.com/eu/en/professional/custom-
cases/.  

Pelican Products, Inc. is the global leader in 
design and manufacture of both high-performance 
protective case solutions and advanced portable 
lighting systems. Their products are used by 
professionals in the most demanding markets 
including fire safety, law enforcement, defense / 
military, aerospace, entertainment, industrial and 
consumer. 

Pelican products are designed and built to last a 
lifetime.  The company operates in over 140 
countries, with 28 offices and six manufacturing 
facilities across the globe. For more information, 
visit www.Pelican.com 
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ECA Group selects 
the UAV SKELDAR V-
200 within the 
Belgium Naval & 
Robotics mine 
countermeasures 
drones system for 
the Belgian and 
Royal Netherlands 
Navies 
ECA Group awarded UMS SKELDAR a 
procurement contract to supply the UAV SKELDAR 
V-200 as part of the naval mine countermeasures
capability replacement, a programme led by
Belgium Naval & Robotics – a consortium including
Naval Group and ECA Group - which will supply
twelve mine hunters equipped with drone systems
(Toolbox) to the Belgian and Royal Netherlands
navies.

Working across 12 new generation ships (six each 
for the Belgian and Royal Netherlands Navies), this 
contract is the first to materialize the stand-off 
concept by using a Toolbox – a system composed 
of a variety of drones to be deployed by operators in 
order to fulfil autonomous mine clearance missions 
at sea. 

The UAV SKELDAR V-200 is an integrated part of 
the Toolbox, which will also consist of surface  

drones USV INSPECTOR125, underwater drones 
AUV A18-M, towed sonars T18 for mine detection, 
alongside the MIDS system (Mine Identification and 
Disposal System) for mine identification and 
neutralization, SEASCAN and K-STER. Selected 
also by the German and Canadian Navies, the 
SKELDAR V-200 provides navies with an 
embedded, “eye in the sky” intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) capability to 
enhance its capacity to perform primary and 
secondary missions. For the contract with ECA 
Group, serial deliveries of the UAV SKELDAR V-
200 are expected to start in 2023. 

” We are very pleased to announce our choice of 
UMS SKELDAR as a partner to join this first world’s 
navies program based on autonomous 
technologies. Together with Naval Group, we 
believe that strong partnerships and close 
cooperation are key to the success of this project,” 
states Jean-Louis Sambarino, Program Director of 
ECA Group. 

Speaking of this latest NATO Navy contract win, 
Axel Cavalli-Björkman, CEO of UMS SKELDAR, 
explains: “This is a significant contract win for us 
and confirms our market-leading capabilities within 
the maritime sector. The SKELDAR V-200 was 
conceived as a maritime platform, and we have 
continued a program of enhancements including 
technical, sensor and flight endurance along with 
improvements of our superior heavy fuel engine.” 

“The SKELDAR V-200 is undoubtedly an essential 
asset in the stand-off concept. This UAV with its 
integrated sensors and endurance will improve the 
situational awareness and enhance the detection 
process in the mine threat area. Ultimately, this will 
result in a more efficient and safer mission for our 
valuable crewmembers,” concludes Cdr SG Claude 
Bultot, Programme Director for the Belgian and 
Royal Netherlands Navies.  
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IDE leader in 

European 

Defense 

programs 

LOTUS and SMOTANET to be funded by EDIDP 

The European Commission (EC) has announced 
the projects to be funded by the European Defense 
Industrial Development Program (EDIDP). Intracom 
Defense, as the head of 2 European consortia, 
submitted proposals for 2 of the 16 projects that 
were approved. 

IDE’s proposals were selected from 40 submitted, 
after evaluation by an EU Committee of Experts with 
criteria: their contribution to excellence, innovation, 
competitiveness in the European defense industry 
and EU's industrial autonomy. 

This important development confirms once again 
the international dynamics, the know-how and the 
reliability of IDE, and concerns the following 2 
projects: 

• LOTUS (Low Observable Tactical 
Unmanned Air System)

     Design, development, production of prototypes, and 
testing of a new generation Tactical Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle. LOTUS is an innovative aircraft with 
stealth design (very small acoustic, thermal, 
electromagnetic trace), self-protection measures, 
advanced autonomy functions and advanced 
processing algorithms for detecting, recognizing 
and categorizing targets based on AI (Artificial 
Intelligence) technologies.  

      It is a next generation "European Tactical 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle", suitable for the most 
effective surveillance of borders and migration 
flows, as well as for multilateral monitoring of high 
value assets at sea and on land. 

It is important to note that the consortium led by IDE 
consists of partners from Greece (IDE, Aristotle 
University of Thessaloniki, CFT, ALTUS, University 
of Patras, and Telecommunications and Electronics 
Factory of the Hellenic Air Force General Staff), 
Cyprus (SignalGenerix, Cyric, Geoimaging), Spain 
(Embention) and the  

Netherlands (RHEA Group). The project has a 
budget of € 9.7 million. 

• SMOTANET (Software Defined Mobile Ad-
hoc Tactical Network Devices and Testbed)

Design and development of an innovative "network 
of tactical communications". The innovation of the 
project lies in the combined use at a tactical level of 
three different technologies Software Defined 
Radios, Mobile Ad-hoc Networks (MANET) and 
Software Defined Networking for the first time in 
Europe, resulting in more efficient network 
management, improved communications security 
and better interoperability with other networks. 

The consortium led by IDE consists of partners from 
Greece (IDE, Gridnet, Athens University of 
Economics and Business), Cyprus (SignalGenerix) 
and Poland (ITTi) and the project has a budget of € 
3.9 million. 

Great emphasis should be given to the contribution 
of Greece and Cyprus Ministries of Defense, who 
agreed to actively support the two proposals with 
their joint commitment to issue Operational and 
Technical Requirements, to co-finance the projects 
if required, and to express interest for the 
procurement of the product to be developed. 

IDE is the leading defense company in Greece with 
significant international activity. IDE designs, 
develops and manufactures products and systems 
that incorporate advanced in-house developed 
technologies in the areas of Missile Electronics, 
Tactical Communication and Information Systems, 
Border and Area Security solutions, Hybrid Electric 
Power Systems and Unmanned Surface and Air 
platforms. 

IDE is a registered NATO supplier and participates 
in international development and production 
programs, as well as in international collaborations 
for the production and export of defense equipment. 
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LIGHTWEIGHT TORPEDO

The A244/S Mod 3 Lightweight Torpedo represents 
the latest upgrade of the world-wide proven A244/S 
family, a LWT in service with more than 16 Navies, 
designed to counter the threat posed by both modern 
conventional and nuclear submarines. A new and more 
powerful propulsion battery, with an increased number 
of cells and an electrolyte circulation system, ensures a 
higher top speed and a 50% increase in the endurance 
of the weapon.

The introduction of an electronic controller allows a 
variable speed propulsion with further advantages in 
terms of endurance and hit probability. The acoustic 
performance of the A244/S in very shallow waters 
is now supported by an Advanced Digital Signal 
Processor module, to counter the latest and more 
sophisticated torpedo countermeasures. The
A244/S Mod 3 torpedo can be easily launched from 
any surface platform or aircraft.

COMPONENTS

▪ The Acoustic Seeker, with preformed multiple
transmission and reception beams and multi-
frequency operating capability, ensures high
performance in very shallow waters and over very
long engagement distances

▪ The omni-directional type of Warhead is designed to
maximize the lethal effect of the torpedo

▪ The Guidance & Control System is based on modern
micro processor technology

▪ The Advanced Digital Signal Processor, introduced
in the latest Mod 3 upgrade, is able to classify and
track several threats simultaneously, allowing a clear
discrimination between threat and countermeasures

▪ The Propulsion System is based on a non-toxic
and extremely safe seawater battery with an
electronically controlled brushless contra-rotating
motor which directly drives the propeller shafts.

A.244/S
MOD.3

leonardocompany.com
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A.244/S MOD.3

MAIN ACOUSTIC FEATURES

▪ Active detection range in excess of 2100m
▪ Very low TS detection capability
▪ Active, passive and mixed modes of operation
▪ Narrow and broad band acoustic modes
▪ Bottomed target detection capability
▪ Wide acoustic coverage
▪ High resistance to anti-torpedo countermeasures:

spatial diversity, multi-frequency, signal processing,
classification

▪ Late target alert by low radiated noise and
programmable acoustic enabling distance

▪ Salvo mode capability, interference-free

MAIN DYNAMIC FEATURES

▪ Top speed more than 38kts, high speed 36kts,
minimum speed 28kts

▪ Endurance in excess of 13,500m (low speed) or
10,000m (high speed)

▪ Very low radiated noise
▪ Efficiency of propulsion system independent of

operational depth
▪ Very shallow waters operation capability (40m)

SYSTEM FEATURES

▪ Computer based TFCS, linked to Command & Control
System and to on-board sensors

▪ Automatic selection of torpedo pre-set data to
achieve maximum hitting probability

▪ High reliability
▪ Easy and safe maintenance
▪ Low-cost logistic support

DIMENSION AND WEIGHT

▪ Length: 2750mm
▪ Diameter: 324mm
▪ Weight: < 265Kg in aircraft configuration

For more information please email infomarketing@leonardocompany.com
Leonardo - Finmeccanica S.p.A.
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EDA selects the 
“PILUM” consortium, 
a disruptive-
technology research 
project for innovative 
electromagnetic 
railgun 

Following calls for proposals launched by the 
European Defence Agency (EDA) in 2019, the 
consortium “PILUM” (Projectiles for Increased 
Long-range effects Using Electro-Magnetic railgun) 
has been selected to lead a research project on the 
electromagnetic railgun. 

The project will last two years and aims at proving 
that this type of railgun concept is capable of 
launching hypervelocity projectiles with precision 
over a distance of several hundreds of kilometres. 

PILUM will thus demonstrate that the 
electromagnetic railgun has the potential to provide 
a disruptive change in the area of long-range fire 
support. Indeed, when compared with the former 
powder railgun, this new technology is capable of 
reaching a hypersonic velocity, multiplying the 
effective reach by five. 

Superior technology 

The so-called “railgun” is capable of accelerating 
projectiles at initial velocities far superior to those 
obtained by existing chemical guns. It uses 
electromagnetic force by injection of very high 
currents into conducting rails. The project will also 
examine the possibility of integrating the railgun into 
terrestrial and naval platforms. In a first phase, the 

project will validate the gun concept using numerical 
simulations and experimental work. The project 
represents a new major step towards developing a 
full-scale demonstrator in the next few years. It also 
includes reflection on concepts for future 
applications. This disruptive technology offers an 
important operational asset since it reduces the risk 
exposure of vehicles, vessels and crew by 
increasing the firing distance. 

Reinforcing European strategic 

autonomy 

Critical to ensure capability superiority, this 
emergent concept will make a substantial 
contribution to reinforcing European strategic 
autonomy. It will also allow advances in many 

different fields of sovereign technology 
including aerothermodynamics, 
projectile technologies, material 
strength, energy storage and conversion 
as well as various electric and 
electromagnetic phenomena likely to 
produce benefits for further applications. 

Consortium coordinated by the 

French-German Research 

Institute of Saint-Louis (ISL) 

The “PILUM” project is part of the 
Preparatory Action on Defence 
Research (PADR) research programme 

financed by the European Commission and 
managed by the European Defence Agency. 

The consortium brings together nine partners from 
five European countries, each with its own 
industrial, technological and advanced scientific 
expertise: 

• ISL, the French-German Research
Institute of Saint-Louis, European leader in
electromagnetic acceleration and
coordinator of the project;

• The Von Karman Research Institute
(Belgium), specialised in fluid dynamics
and propulsion;

• Two system integrators, Naval Group and
Nexter Systems (France);

• Two ammunition suppliers, Diehl Defence
(Germany) and Nexter Munitions (France);

• Explomet (Poland), a small company
specialised in the explosive cladding of
metals;

• ICAR (Italy), manufacturer of high-density
electric capacitors;

• Erdyn Consultants (France), an expert in
the management of European
collaborative projects.
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The Belgian-Dutch mine 
hunter program carried by 
Belgium Naval & Robotics 
successfully crosses the 
«Systems Functional 
Review» milestone 

On May 23, a new contractual milestone was 
crossed by the Belgium Naval & Robotics teams. 
Exactly one year after the notification of the contract 
in 2019, this program, which provides for the supply 
of twelve mine hunters equipped with drone 
systems (Toolbox) to the Belgian and Dutch navies, 
reaches a new milestone. 

In the midst of the Covid-19 health crisis, the 
Belgium Naval & Robotics teams have reached a 
new milestone within the framework of the mine war 
program, which provides for the delivery of 12 mine 
hunters equipped with their toolbox. The milestone 
reached on May 23, 2020, “Systems Functional 
Review”, validates the functional and architectural 
studies of all the systems of mine action ships 
developed by Naval Group such as computer 
networks, electrical installations, propulsion or 
combat systems, as well as those of all drones  

developed by ECA Group, key elements of the 
ships. This review also focused on the systems of 
systems that provide mission management, 
communications and cybersecurity, as well as on 
the integration of drone systems on the ship. “This 
milestone represents an important step because it 
demonstrates that the systems’ architecture of the 
armed ship meets the functional requirements of our 
Belgian and Dutch customers,” said Eric Perrot, 
program director for Naval Group. 

The twelve ships will be equipped with a total of a 
hundred drones managed in a pool called Toolbox, 
shared by the two navies and supplied by ECA 
Group. The configuration of the Toolbox, used on 
board each ship or deployed from the shore, will 
vary depending on the typology of the missions. It 
will consist of surface drones USV 
INSPECTOR125, underwater drones AUV A18M 
and towed sonars T18 for mine detection and the 
MIDS system (Mine Identification and Disposal 
System) for mine identification and neutralization. 

“The requirement and the rigor of the client when 
passing these milestones are essential; we can thus 
approach the following phases of the program under 
sound conditions. Furthermore, the mobilization of 
our teams during the confinement period made it 
possible to ensure an efficient telework organization 
and thus meet the deadlines,” confirms Jean-Louis 
Sambarino, program director of ECA Group. In 
charge of the preliminary design of the ships, Naval 
Group works in close collaboration with Kership who 
will carry out the detailed design of the ships and 
their construction. Kership’s activities will start after 
crossing the Preliminary Design Review milestone, 
which is scheduled for December 2020. 

“The COVID-19 challenge was resolutely taken up 
and mastered by Belgium Naval & Robotics and our 
binational project team. The flexibility, diligence and 
professionalism of both parties were the ingredients 
necessary for the success of this important step in 
the contractual deadlines. The constructive 
atmosphere and expertise of Belgium Naval & 
Robotics inspires confidence in the prospect of the 
next milestone this fall,” said Commander Claude 
Bultot, program director for the Belgian and Dutch 
navies. 

The contract for twelve mine hunters for the Belgian 
and Dutch navies will span over ten years. After a 
design period of three years, Belgium Naval & 
Robotics will move on to the production phase of 
these ships and drone systems, with an initial 
delivery scheduled for 2024. Six ships will be 
delivered to the Belgian navy and six to the Dutch 
navy; they will be equipped with a complete drones 
system (Toolbox) containing a total of more than a 
hundred underwater, surface and aerial drones 
entirely dedicated to mine hunting. 
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EURONAVAL 2020 

EURONAVAL, the international exhibition for the 
naval defence and maritime security industry is still 
going ahead, and will be held from 20th to 23rd 
October 2020 in Paris-le Bourget. Organised every 
even-numbered year, it has been the world's 
leading meeting place for innovation and naval 
technologies of the future for more than 50 years. 
EURONAVAL is a privileged meeting place for 
industrialists from all over the world and decision-
makers from military and state navies. 
EURONAVAL is the leading trade exhibition, 
encouraging links between an entire ecosystem. 
With an international conference, workshops and 
venues for BtoB meetings, a dedicated start-up 
space, the trade vessel for training and a new 
exhibition pavilion “Cyber Naval Hub”, 
EURONAVAL 2020 will offer all its visitors a global 
vision of the industry. Organised by SOGENA, a 
subsidiary of the GICAN, EURONAVAL reveals the 
main features of its 26th edition.  

COVID-19 crisis, reassuring indicators 

In this time of unprecedented health crisis, the entire 
events sector is subject to great uncertainty. 
However, there are a number of factors that give 
cause for optimism about the exhibition's success: 

• EURONAVAL's commercial performance
testifies to the optimism surrounding the
event. The exhibition has registered the
same number of exhibitors on the same
date as for EURONAVAL 2018, which was

a record edition. This confirms that the 
industry is definitely counting on this end-of-
year event and is proof of the confidence in 
the organisers to welcome the public, 
delegations, exhibitors and journalists in 
optimum health safety conditions. 

• Since its opening, the
SEAnnovation space has already
registered more than 60 applications (for
36 places), proof of the success of this
space created for the 2018 edition of
EURONAVAL. These figures also
illustrate the profusion of innovation in
the sector and the desire of start-ups to
look ahead towards a return to
normality.

• The shipbuilding sector, with its
long order cycles, has in all likelihood
suffered less from the crisis than some
of the more consumer and general
public-oriented industrial sectors. The
introduction of new health standards
and work arrangements that respect
distancing regulations have slowed
production, but order books remain at
normal levels.

WEB CONFERENCES 

This year a series of three web conferences will 
replace the international conference initially planned 
at the Maison de la Chimie.  

Organised in partnership with the Foundation for 
Strategic Research (FRS), these web conferences 
will take place over three online sessions in the form 
of thematic round tables.  

High level speakers from political, military, industrial 
and academic fields will address major naval 
defence and maritime security issues.  

To attend the event live, registrations will be made 
online, on the badge order module.  

Dates and themes 

• Tuesday 29th September 2020 at 11am:
China / USA / Japan: power relations in
Asia-Pacific

• Tuesday 6th October 2020 at 11am: The
submarine export market and innovative
strategic partnerships

• Tuesday 13th October 2020 at 11am:
Technological innovations and capacity
shortfalls
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The three web conferences will be available in 
replay on the exhibition website from Monday 19th 
October, the day before the exhibition opens.  

The speeches given by Admiral Pierre Vandier, 
Chief of Staff of the French Navy, Engineer-General 
Joël Barre, Delegate General for Armament and 
Hervé Guillou, President of EURONAVAL and 
president of the GICAN, will be posted on the 
exhibition website from Monday 19th October 2020.  

Over all four days, thematic workshops bringing 
together institutional and official delegations as well 
as French and international companies will set the 
tempo for the EURONAVAL exhibition. These 
different workshops will address the main issues at 
stake in naval defence, covering a broad spectrum 
ranging from the future of submarines to security 
and environmental protection, the future of 
European industry, naval research and special 
electronic warfare operations. The detailed 
programme of these thematic workshops will be 
unveiled in the coming weeks. 

Destination innovation with the 

SEAnnovation space 

Resolutely focused on the future and technologies 
of the future, EURONAVAL 2020 will once again be 
THE exhibition for discovery and innovation. 
The SEAnnovation space dedicated to start-ups 
was launched at EURONAVAL 2018 in partnership 
with Starburst and the GICAN. Given the success of 
this initiative, SEAnnovation is being renewed for 
this new edition. This space is designed to welcome 
and promote 30 or so start-up companies from 
France and abroad in a dedicated area, with round 
tables, keynotes and pitches over 4 days. All start-
ups involved in defence or dual civil-defence 
technological innovations are invited to exhibit in the 
SEAnnovation space. In response to the call for 
applications launched at the beginning of April, 

more than 40 start-ups have already submitted 
their applications, demonstrating the enthusiasm 
for this project.  For the selected start-ups, this will 
be an exceptional opportunity to make themselves 
known and to present their projects to contractors 
in the global shipbuilding industry.  

An exhibition pavilion dedicated to 

cybersecurity: The Cyber Naval Hub by 

FIC 

Cybersecurity has become a major challenge for 
the entire defence sector. In a digitized and 
interconnected world, the cyber threat is 
increasing across all civilian and military maritime 
domains. 

The EURONAVAL organisers, in partnership with 
CEIS, which specialises in Cyber Defence 
consulting, have therefore decided to create a new 
space: The Cyber Naval Hub. Industry leaders and 
public administrations will be able to showcase their 
innovations in this exhibition pavilion, exchange 
best practices and imagine the solutions of the 
future for building digital trust. 

EURONAVAL, the major event for naval 

defence and maritime security 

professionals  

Because EURONAVAL is a privileged meeting 
place for industrialists and decision makers for 
navies from all over the world, the organisers make 
a point of honour of facilitating BtoB meetings at the 
exhibition. This is why special meeting areas have 
been designed, offering confidentiality and comfort, 
to promote relations between the various actors in 
the sector. A personalised support service has also 
been set up by the exhibition to facilitate contacts 
between visitors and exhibitors from all over the 
world. For exhibitors wishing to promote outsized 
resources (planes, helicopters, boats, drones...) an 
outdoor exhibition area will once again provide an 
attractive showcase. They will be able to present 
their equipment in static display and welcome all 
exhibition visitors (delegations, sales 
representatives, press).  

 GREEK DEFENCE NEWS   July - August 2020 



Contact Details
MILTECH HELLAS S.A.
I. Metaxa 90, Koropi 19400, Attiki Greece
Tel.: +30 210 6647320, Fax: +30 210 6647322
E-mail: miltech@miltech.gr
Web: www.miltech.gr

Miltech’s Family Of 

Thermal Weapon Sights 
For Land-based Applications 

MLT-IRS-70CO is an advanced thermal weapon
sight, able to provide thermal imaging capabilities
both as a clip-on device when mounted in front of
day sights or as a standalone device.

MLT-IRS-70CO Clip-on TWS

FEATURES
• 640x480, 17μm pitch Uncooled micro bolometer
• 10 hrs operating time
• FOV: 8o H x 6o V
• 1X-4X Digital Zoom
• Polarity: Black Hot/ White Hot
• Weight: 1.2 Kg w/ batteries
• 5 preloaded reticles, thus it can be used as
standalone device without any modification

FEATURES
• 640x480, 17μm pitch Uncooled micro bolometer
• 10 hrs operating time
• FOV: 18o H x 13o V
• 1X-4X Digital Zoom
• Polarity: Black Hot/ White Hot
• Weight: 900 g
• 5 preloaded reticles, software for designing
customized reticles form PC

• Image & Video Storage capabilities

Miltech Hellas SA has designed and developed a
family of Thermal Weapon Sights (TWS) specially
suited for land applications. All products of the
family are of rugged design, complying all MIL-
STD-810G standards. Miltech’s TWS are already in
use by many armies in the world.
All instruments of the family have the same simple-
to-use menu, following the LOLA requirement. In
addition, they are equipped with intuitive and
ergonomic buttons and dials. The buttons are
smartly designed and positioned on the devices in
order to facilitate the user and allow ambidextrous
operation even by wearing gloves. The user is able
to operate all controls and adjustments on the
device in total darkness without the aid of artificial
lighting, since all functions can be accessed
through the menu shown on the eyepiece/display.

Weapon Mounting: Easily mounted on weapons
with picatinny rail (MIL-STD-1913)
Handheld: The low weight allows prolonged use
without inducing user fatigue
Tripod mounted: Easy mounting on tripod for
surveillance applications.

MLT-IRS-35H is an advanced thermal weapon
sight specially designed for light weapons. Its low
weight and wide FOV makes it versatile & thus ideal
for many applications.

FEATURES
• 640x480, 17μm pitch Uncooled micro bolometer
• 10 hrs operating time
• FOV: 8o H x 6o V
• 1X-4X Digital Zoom
• Polarity: Black Hot/ White Hot
• Weight: 1.1 Kg
• 5 preloaded reticles, software for designing
customized reticles form PC

• Image & Video Storage capabilities

MLT-IRS-75H is an advanced thermal weapon
sight specially designed for Medium & Long range
weapons. Miltech’s best-seller comes in several
variants in order to meet any user’s operational
requirement:

- Integrated Laser range Finder: MLT-IRS-75H
comes with optional LRF (Range 3Km,
resolution:0.5m), thus increasing the TWS
capabilities.

- Power flexibility: MLT-IRS-75H can be
operated with Li-ion, CR123 or AA batteries,
providing maximum flexibility.

MLT-IRS-35H Stand-alone TWS

MLT-IRS-75H Stand-alone TWS
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meeting was the presentation of  the 
company’s proposal regarding satellite 
communications. Orbit Communication 
Systems Ltd. develops, manufactures and 
supplies a wide range of superior 
performance communications equipment 
and communications solutions to serve 
Airborne, Maritime and Ground 
applications.  
Over 60 years of experience and a 
large installed base worldwide place Orbit as 
a world  provider of innovative Maritime 
Satellite Communications, Tracking 
& Telemetry Systems and Communication 
Management Solutions. 

 LOCKHEED MARTIN 

On 24 January 2011, representatives of 
LOCKHEED MARTIN made a presentation 
in the Hellenic National Defence General 
Staff regarding Airborne ISR Capabilities.  
Representatives from various responsible 
Bodies of HNDGS, HAGS, HNGS, HAFGS 
attended   the presentation. 

 RHODES & SCHWARZ 

On 25 January 2011, a meeting took place at 
the Hellenic Navy General Staff between 
competent officers from the General Staff 
and representatives of the German  company 
RHODES & SCHWARZ .  The aim of the 
meeting was the presentation of  the 
company’s proposal regarding applications 
for the Hellenic Navy’s Meko Class frigate 
upgrade project.  

 AEROPRECISION 

On 26  January 2011, a meeting took place 
at the Hellenic Air Force’s Support 
Command  between competent staff officers  
and  representatives of the US company 
AEROPRECISION. The aim of the meeting 
was the presentation of  the company’s 
proposal regarding logistic support of the 
Hellenic Air Force aicrafts.  
Aero Precision supports military aircraft, 
helicopters, ships, submarines, ground 

systems, avionics, electronic systems, and a 
range of other defense products. Aero 
Precision takes a leading role in joint 
country programs for military aircraft. Aero 
Precision is the premier logistic support 
organization for customers’ specific needs 
and provides specific solutions to their 
needs, and offering the spares, repair and 
overhaul services, training, test stands and 
technical manuals. Aero Precision have 
agreements with companies like Crane 
Aerospace, Hamilton Sundstrand, 
Honeywell, CEF & Texstars. 
 

 LMATTS LLC   

On 27 January  2011 a meeting took place at 
the premises of the General Directorate for 
Defense Investment and Armaments, 
between a Greek  delegation headed by the 
General Director                  Mr. Dimitrios 
Georgiopoulos and Mr.  Antonio Di Stefano, 
Director Contract LMATTS LLC  and Mr.  
Massimo Ghione Marketing & Commercial 
Senior Vice President,  Alenia Aeronautica 
S.p.A. The aim of the meeting was to 
discuss issues related to  004G/2003 and  
04/03, offsets  contarcts. Launched in 1997, 
the C-27J Spartan tactical transport aircraft 
incorporates the same propulsion system and 
advanced avionics as the C-130J Hercules 
Transporter. The C-27J has been developed 
by Lockheed Martin Alenia Tactical 
Transport Systems (LMATTS). LMATTS is 
a joint venture company based in Marietta, 
Georgia, which was set up by Lockheed 
Martin and Alenia Aeronautica, which is 
part of the Finmeccanica company of Italy.  

General Electric Military Propulsion 
Systems 

On  27 January   2011, a meeting took place 
at the Hellenic Navy General Staff between 
competent officers from the General Staff 
and  representatives of the company General 
Electric Military Propulsion Systems. The 
aim of the meeting was the presentation of  
the company’s proposal regarding LM2500 
marine gas  turbine  for the for the Hellenic 
Navy’ Meko Class frigate upgrade project.  




